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UJntil recently, the entire Tha-Burma border
(250 km) was under ethnic control and the
Burmese army only had access to Thaiiand'

through three trading gates. In 1984, the Burmese
army broke through the Karen frontline attacking
bases north of Mae Sot and the first refugees came
into Thailand (10000 people). It was then when the
BBC was formed and began working with the Thai
government. The Thai government decided flot to
bring in UNHCR but rather asked NGOs to take care
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problems by trying to consolidate camps into big-
ger camps. Ten major centers for refugees along
the border now exidst. The theory is that by having
larger camps, they are easier to defend but that
theory is in question. Thafland is faced wtth an
unenviabie problem in that there is an endless
potential of more refugees fleeing over and wlth
more SPDC control of their homelands, there eists
very littie desire among these people to return
home. During the iast year, we've seen close collab-
oration between Thai and Burmese armies to stop
flow of refugees across border and get them to go
back. The Thai army policy of trying to get rid of
this problem is by having the Burmese take control
of the border so what happens inside Burma has
nothing to do with them, it is an internai problem.
Refugees have been forced back and many denied
to cross over. In the last 12 months, there has been
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