
A Perspective from the rea mon

Dr. Miaden Ivanlc, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia-Herzegovina, delivered
the keynote address ta the conference. While his remarks focused on problems facing
his own country, Dr. Ivanio set the stage for a positive evaluation for future prospects of
the region as a whole. He noted that, compared to other countries in the region, Bosnia-
Herzegovina is dealing flot only with transition issues, but also with post-war
reconstruction. He emphasized that Bosnia-Herzegovina has a democratically elected
govemrment and is making progress in establishing mile of law, securing rights for
minority groups, harmonizing legal systems and re-establishing regional contacts.
Bosnia-Herzegovina recognizes the importance of regionai cooperation; for exampie, it
has established free trade agreements and other forms of cooperation with Bulgaria,
Croatia, FYR Macedonia and Serbia-Montenegro.

One of Bosnia-Hezegovina's key problems, according ta its Foreign Minister, is its poor
economic performance, with an unemployment rate of over 40%. Dr. Ivanio argued mhat
his country was expected to reach its pre-war GDP growth by 2030. He added that these
sernous ecoriomic problems could exacerbate interethnic tensions, scapegoating being
the most convenient and conventional means for rationalization of the unfavourable
economic situation in the country. In addition, the economic situation is the most often
quoted bamrer ta the retumn of refugees and displaced people.

On the ideological level, the three constituent peoples of Bosnia-Herzegovina are stili
concemned about their national identity. However, Dr. lvanic believes that his country's
integration into the European Union would reduce the "sovereignty issue" ta a minimum
and would alleviate the economic probtems of the country.

Panel 1. Southeastem Europe: Froni Stabilization to Inteuration
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the. polltioeI d.velopment of Southeast.m European countries in order to set the.


