Francophoﬁé summit won't
back sovereignty: Ouellet

m FORGET IT:

Canada's Foreign
Affairs Minister says
Quebeckers don't
support separation -
and neither will other
francophone nations.

By PETER MASER
Southam News

ACCRA, Ghass - Foreign Al-
fairs Mmister André Ouellet says
Camads won the referendum and
the Quebec government shoukin’t
expect support for independence
at this weekend's mceting in Afsica
of French-speaking countries and

provinces.
Me. Ouellet says the Quebec

government might well take its

Qe to the internstional stage, 3% it

has in the past.

- Soroe Quebec politicians “have

Fven speaking out abread for 2
number of years and [ suspect they
will continue to do it,” he said.

" But, he added, “(t's very difli-
cult to ask for recognition of
something that you were denied
by your own peopie.”

Mz. Ouclict made the comment
yesterday as Canada, Quebec and
New Brunswick preparcd to take
their seats at this wevkend's fran-
cophonie summit in the tiny West
African state of Benin.

The summit is held cvery two
years and brings topether former
French colonies snd those territo-
ries snd provinces sround the
globe that share the common boad
of the French langusge.

Canada will be reprovented by
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien. It's
expected that deputy premuer Ber-
nard Landry will represent

bec.

Mz. Ouellet said Canada will
use the summit to make the same
pitch for democracy snd human

rights it put forward during th
reeent Commonwealth meeting in
Aunckbind, New Zealand.

To that end, it wil encourage
French-speaking members to give
the francophone summit 3 more
politival character.

The francophoae summit has
differed from its Commonwezlth
counterpart in making Rhnguage
and culture the prineipal focus ol
jts activities since its Qirst meeting
¢ decade ago.

“This surnmit could see it evolve
beyond that with the creation ofa

s _o!l’nce fied by, -
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