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Francophone summit won't
back sovereignty: Ouellet
® FORGET IT:
Canada's Fore ign
Affairs Minister says
Duebeckers don't
support separation -
and neither will other
francophone nations.

!Y PE?iR MASEII
Sart►rmn New

ACCRA, Ghass - Foreign At
fairs Minister André Oudkt says
Canada won an referesdum and
the Quebec éoverasnent Aoukltt't
e=pect support for u^perWestCr
at this weekend's meeting in Afria
of ]French-gpeaking colin and
pro"

.Wr. tes.^ Oueâet says the Quehec
government tuight well take its
case to the intetmtional stage, as it
has in the past.

Some Quebee Pot►ticiatts -have

,

ivcn speakinE out abrosd for a
,lumber of yeara and l suspect they
will continue to do x,' he said

But, he added, "!t's very difG•
croh to &A for rece6nition of
..xttetking that you were denied
br yourown people."

Mr. Ouellct made the cottnnatt
yesterday as Canada. Queboc and
Vew Brunswick prepand to take
thcir seats at this weeUlid's frsn-
cophone summit in the tiay Wcst
African state of Benin.

The suntmit is lrcld every two
years and brings torether former
French colonies and tbose terr
ries and provinces atwmd the
globe that share the comswn bond
of the French lsnguatçc.

Canada will W rtImsented by
Prime Minuter Jean Cbmim- ft's
expected that deputy prL=stt Ber-
nord Landry will represent

bec.
^lr. o+ulkt said Canada will
use the surnmit to ttake the same
pitch for democracy and huntaa

rights it put forward during t!M
rl.,-Ynt Commonwealth meeting in
Mtckbad. New Zealand.

To that end, it will encourage
Frettth-spcakinS members to aive
the francophone suatzriit a more
politi►al cfsarscter.

The francophone summit has
ditferad from its Commonwealth
eounterpaet in tttaksaB bngusir
and culture the prn>r+pa1 focns, ot
in activities since its Cnst meeting
v decade ago.

ntis summit cowd in it evolve
beyond that with the creation of a
secretry.=ettettl's office filied by,
a political figttte with a sound in-
tetnatiottal repotatiod

Canada is also espected to ptess
for support for the peacekerpif+S
propnal it presented at the Uuited
Nations in Septeatbe:

The plan is sitned at reducittl
international cottRicts by ioq"v.
ing the abilitp of the UN to deai
with disputes befott they brc+k
out. n
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