
force, the stage was set for development of early comm un ity mental health initiatives in several states
of the US and the Province of Saskatchewan. Though disabled people and/or family members were
involved in ail of the foregoing developments, leadership often came from concerned professionals.
That was less the case for intellectual impairment which had largely been ignored. Emboldened by
a conviction of injustice, and that their rights as citizens were not recognized, the first large
grassroots disability advocacy organization emerged led by parents of children with intellectual
impairments. These began in the late 1940s in both Canada and the US and were wel established
a decade later.
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