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..Gaine in Çuebec,..:Oniatiià and. the Prairie 

Provinces were'..about on . er.par with. the eiverage 
increase fo.r• the Dominion .  as a whole....The-
yoluine in British Columbia' Wies up . •10 .per tint, 
while sales in the Maritimes • declined niniper: 
cent. • Inereases.outnumbered decreases among the 

•result:sr for the. various depar,tniénts, • but ,  the 
increases: were•moderated: knewhat. from-thoie 

•recorded•iii reeent•months. 

- 	 - 	- 	 • • 	. 	. 

STORE .SAiES UP:  -.Departient -store. sales.were 
•three per cent  higher in February than in the 
correspending.month last year,. endhad an aver-
age increase etnine per - cent • for the first 
two exinthei'of this year'.'-'ijnadjusted indexes  of• 
sales, on• the base' 1935-39=100, stocid at 195.1 
for February, 192. 2 fez. Janueri. and 189. 3 for 
February. last. year. 

18 2. 0 (18 1. 7) . ; non- ferrous.. metal a, 	. 
(137.0); chemitel products, .114.0 (_113.7). 
Iron prodticts 'at 150. 6, and non-metallie jnin-
erals. at .12.5.6, were  uncha.nged from January. 

• 

NO7DR CAR FINANCING:  Motor- vehicle• financing 
in Canada. recorded ,  a further increase:in Feb-
rua.ry, the advance in used cars being more 
pronounced than in the case of new vehicles. - 
lha,eales of 3,203 new vehicles  were  financed 
in February, . showing  an increase of 14 per cent 
over the ,same month• last year, while -  in. the 

: used car class, 5,497 were financed, • an in- . 
crease.of 69 per cent. 

:The increase in the financing of new-motor 
vehicles 'in February was somewhat sm.  tiler: than 
thoge:recorded for sMne.tiMe pest.. Paegenger 
car financing, totalling 1,8.13 vehicles in 
February' this year 'and 1,644 a year ago, were 
up . only .  10 per cent....Trucks and buses recorded 
at increase of '20 per cent; a total of' 1,390' 
for  February thi s • yeti. -  comparing wi th I,. 157. 
In the•used Vehicle field, the increase• for 
Passenger models:at 78 per cent, was somewhat 
higher then that for commercial vehieles.which 
stood at 41  per cent.  

The Board 'directs t.hat its. said.Order No; 
69612, dates October 17th; 1947, be. rescinded. • 

The  judgment provides that, The  Railway 
Con•panies Mbject to .the juriadiction of the 
Bo ard • will be required :  to contihtie • to furnish 
to  the  Board monthly'statements of their 
operating revenues, Operating expenses and 
operating income and shciüld. the Board, it-any 
time,,.be of opinion. theat• a greater. amount of 
money is being paid.to the Railway Contpenies 
than is actually necessary to• enable them to' 
inaintain a reasonable degree of bperating 
efficiency, the Board reserves  the ri gilt,. at 
'my. time, on notice, to readjust the rates to 
meet the conditions then existing. on the 'other 
band,  should the Mount-of' advance ii•1 rates 
authorized p.rove..to be-insufficient, the 

 raithays• can,  always epply..again.. 
Mr. Hugh Wardrope, Assistant Chief Conga.' 

:stoner, in a separate judgment.- finds from his 
view of the evidence and caltnlations.that'the 
applicants should be Permitted to raise the 
rates • rnibi-ect to • increase • by 'twenty- four, per 
cent rather than .the• twenty-one per cent 
arrived at by  the  majority. • 

. 	 . 
• . 	. 	• 	• 

COMMODITY PRICES:  . Sho.  g: a 'lessening in the. 
reite'of increese,  the generel.redex number àf 
rholesale conmodity prices...ro.se• a further 0.4 
point in February as compared with january, 
to :register the. smallest: rise since December, 

according• to. the Dominion. Bureau of 
Statistics.. :The.index, on. the base 1926.z:400, 
stood at 147.3 aa• compared with 146:9  for  
jainirary and 118..1 for February last year.. 
Indexes for five.of the. eight' main sub-groups 
recorded increases over. the January level, one 
decreaeed, and two remained unchangeçl. Most 
p ropounced: advance . was Shim. fo r t exti le 
p ro chic ts. 

SUIF SALES $115,752,000:  War Assets Cor-
poration in February.disposed of three motor 
vessels. formerly used. by . the Army and two 
motor craft used by the Royal Canadian.Air 
Force. • 

The  M.V. "General Page". was purchased by 
the Department o.f 'Transport, Ottawa; the M.V. 
"General •Burstall" by Capt. Norman g. :  Smith, 
Barrington, NI'.  S. and •the P4 V.  "General Aie-
ton r• by WE. Jamieson Gesso,  N. B.  -These 
were decla.red surplus. by...the Army.  The M.V. 
"Connorant"' was purchased by Northern. PUlp-
wood,• Ltd..  Vancouver,  B.C., and the"M-279, 
tender, was sold 'to W.N. Capeland, Sidney, 
B.C., both former air force v.essels. 

Sales of ships and sid.Ps components to .the 
close of February by the Corporation. aggregated 
in dollar returns $115,152,000. 

CHART GREAT SLAVE LAKE: «  . Estimates for 1948-
49  tabled in the House of Commons provide  for 
the con.ti.nuance of the .charting if the routes 

- leading across Great Slave Lake 'to Yellowknife 
and the northern mining ereas, according to an 
ennouncement by the Honourable J. Atli son .  Glen, 
Mi,nister of Mines and Resources. .. 
•. 'The Can adi en Hydro graphi c Se rvi ce: ski ch . is 
responsible. for. this work will continue lts 

•examination of harbours of refuge in the.Great 
Slave Lake , . and chart critical areas in the 
Mackenzie River, utilizing• the motor launch 
"RAE" bul It. in 1946 and put into hydrogisphic 
service on this waterway . ..last year. 'This 
modern 47-foot craft, . with coéking facilities 
arecIsleeping accommodation for eight men, has 
greatly speeded up hydrographic work on this 

•important water reute, providing.reliable 

charts, which before this •rimemtere: almost 
non-existent. By making such information 
aveilable, the Hydrographie 'Service is - aiding 
materially in the developient.ef•ilié Northwest. 
Territories.. . . 

During .1947 the pertion of the•Weat: shore 
of thé Great, Slave Lake 'extending From Slave 
Point rOMoreine Pnint was charted, .and three 
harbeure were. found withdeep water: approirches, 
whic:h - after.the'instellatioh Of a fee aids tci 
navigation vial provide safety and shelter in 
bad weather: Ile completion of the 1948 pro-
gram. wi 1 I prcivi de . detai lad! knOwledge  of ap 
proxiinatelY• three-quarters of the route from 
the Mack enii e . .River to Ye Ileakni fe, grea tly 
expediting the • shipping which is •increasing 
over. this' Waterway. Boats :eind"berges, carrying 
oil: from the Norman Wells• fo"e Yellowknife and 
the Snare River. development, and heavy ma-
chinery  th  this northern•mining areai . wiltno 
longer hiaire to wait at the entrance of the 
Mackenzie for .favourable.Weather,. but will be 
able to proceed with.the asiurance of good 
harbours heir their route. 

PLACEUNT • PLAN:  :The •bominiOn Department 
of Labour., in  coop.eration. with Provincial 
Ministers ef•Agriculture,..iis.now working out a 
detailed Plant for • specialii.ed placement of 
yourfg: Woken. from. the .Di aq, laced Persons Camps 
of.Ruinpi .ranadi stn.. find .homes. a â • domestic 
worker«, it .was:annortne.ed:Tuesday by Arthur 
Mid&emarï, ..DeOuty MinitetertOt.Labour.' 

Ahe . Work'nfiscreening-saiabiespplicants 
overeeaS:for.employment in Caâàdien.firm homes 
haà been tindertaken.by:officials Of:the Immi- 

•gration tranch.of.the Department ofidines:and 
Resources. end assisted by•represeritatiVes of 
the Department. of Labour at  the Displaced 
Persons Camps..These• workera• Would pribably be 
in Canada within. six to:ten weeks, Mr. MaCL 
Namara explained. :The number .to . be: brought -  to 
Canada. would be deterinined by riquests: received 

• from. the  Dominion-Provikcial Perm  Labour 
Cominittees. 

Special. :plans for. this' proj ect . were for-
. warcred recently. to the'retnVinCial Ministers of' 
- AgriCature for their considération. ' 

• :The. inivernent is f girls..frorà Di sple tea Persona 
Camps tri city homes In Canada had•definitely ,Camps 

 ei Success, Mr . . MacNamara said, and in • 
those provinces deairing to.'accept, this new 
rej i t had b.een . decided . to :undertake 

placement of.domestice in fern homes at .least 
on an exPerimental *basis. " . . 	, 

, 	' . 	, JOINT  ADMINISTRATION' 

' '"Vie believe then througe the joint ad-
'ministration by the Dominion-Provincial Parsi 

 'Labour Committee .and the.National EmploYment 
'Service, 'successful plicement of girls in farm 
homes can be. accomplished"; the-Deputy Minister 
stated. *By using theseetwo, existing organ-
izations, which have prov.en thoir• worth in the. 

• 
. 	(C. it P. • API: 1 2, /948) 

past, . we. will have the cooperetiktn•énd counsel 
of. the provinceastid .  /I' obtain .. a sticcessful 
administration of aplert• requiring considerable 
care and judgment: 1'. 

selection.of-girls:would.be mede.with 
special regard:, te:ethe fact. that they- were. to 
be Placed in facia: hones .and-girlo witl.Ce rural 
background would..receive.preference 'in selec- 
tion. • • • 

Becauee of the.kipetiat'problèms involved in 
connection•with the placement of female worker's 
on: farms, it. was : though t-necessarr. to depart 
someerhat from theordinerry"prOcedure .used in 
connection with the  placement. of agricultural 
workers. ;The. following. was. derided . upon . 

1, .Dsmestic. workers; from -Displaced Persons 
Camps in Europe . for . emplOyment on . farms 

•will not. be . sent firriard. try. any province 
except . as. reiquetated: by . the : Donsini on-Pro - 
.vinei al . Farm ; Labour Quaint ttie . for . the 
province. 
2..A sub-Committee.of: the .Dominion-Provin-
cial Farm Labour. Committee,. for the province 
will. be  set . e. coma tteei wi I I consist 
Of. a representàtive oe representatives of a 
responsible: wOmen.i.s. organization, prefer;- 
ably.a rural organization, the .Regional 
Adviser on -  Women 'a IlmploYment or another 
female.officer:designated:by. the National 

. Employment Seerf.ce arid• suCh .  other repre- 

. • sentation:  as. the Dominion-Provincial Com-
mittee may decide-upon. 
.3. .1he function 'of - the- sub-Commi t teelwi 11 
be.to .make plans-for the•recePtion•and 
distribUtion  of  domestics: for employment on 
C.enadian to examine  dl applications 

. 'for help of thIir type and-to decide.which 
:application!' Shall.b. e appreved, and to 
arrange ,  for follow,up visits on the farms 
as soon as.possible after placements have 
been made. 
4. Farmers. daiiring help of:this kind will 

• complete an. application form and fi le • it 
with the nearest  office of the National 
Employment Service or the agriculturhl 
representative. in. the district. 
5. No placement-Shall:be:made until the 
application.of the employer has been in-
vestigated by- Some. competent official or a 
representative.of;a responsible-women's 
organization. end. a • report . ha s been. sent to 
the • 'sub 	ttee and the application has 

. been .approved. by that Committee. 

CAREFUL SCREENING 

6. Work-ers.briught to Canada. under •this 
arrangement 	carefully screened 
overseas for itécupati one 1 .suitpbility by 
repreilentittives .  àf. the Department of Labour 
and for general% acceptability. as immigrants 
by the Immigration Branch, Department of 
National Health,• and the Royal Canadian 
Mounted-Police. .- • 

. 7.. Domestics selected. for placement in 

. 'Canada in. farm.  .homes -give an undertaking to 
the Minister.àf Labour to  romain  in domes- 
tic employment. for:a period of one year. 

• . 

 __ ____ __ 	• 	• . 	• 	... 	. 	 • 
. :Th .following are the  jaub. group.  indexes; for 
February showing changes, vtith those for ..Tan-,. 
uary in brackets: .vegetibie p-roducts, 131:4 
( . 132. 6); . aninal-prodircts, • 159..5 (159. 1); tex-
tile p.roducts, . 154.4 "(149:4);. wood products, 

(C. W.B. APri/ 2, 1948) 
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