India’s Power Sector

Major investments in the expansion and
restructuring of power transmission facili-
ties will be required over the next few years,
as new generating stations begin to feed into
a system that is already overloaded and
_subject to heavy losses. Moreover, since the
economics of energy transportation favour
moving it in the form of electricity rather
coal, there will be increasing emphasis on
long-distance power transmission from
generating stations near the coalfields of
Eastern India to markets throughout the
country.
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Much of this work will be undertaken by
Powergrid Corp (which, together with the
SEBs, accounts for 80 per cent of procure-
ment). Powergrid had 23,000 circuit kilo-
metres (CKm) of lines in 1993, and antici-
pates installing another 18,000 CKm during
the 8th Plan period. Powergrid’s current
transmission standard is 800 KV AC, but it
will be looking increasingly to HVDC and
FACT (flexible AC transmission) links to
reduce losses in bulk power transmission, as
it completes its mandate to build a national
grid out of the five regional systems. Power
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