1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) forbids the development,
production and stockpiling of such weapons, as is shown from the enclosed box (see below). The
Third Review Conference of the BTWC, held in September 1991, sought to address certain
concerns through agreement on a refined and expanded set of confidence-building measures
(CBMs) designed to provide greater transparency among States.

In September 1991, the Third Review Conference of the Parties to the BTWC also
decided to establish an Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Experts open to all States Parties to
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used to describe a method of information
gathering that involves the collection and
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