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4. The symvosium reserved most of its time for the evaluation of the lonz-
term offect of chemical warfare in Vietnam. Scientists attending the symposiun
nichly valued the contributicn made by Vietnamese scientists who, despite the
li=mited facilities and other difficulties during 3nd after thes war, wecre able to
ovarcooe thesc protlems and =made valuadle resaarch contridutions. The reperts and
suggestions made by Viztnamess scientists at the sy—cosium provided a crucial basis
for discussions in the working groups and 2t the 2lenary session. Large-scale
fizid studies done by Vietnamese scientists in localities in Southern ¥ietnaz as
well as Northern Vietnem have: provided many m=icrizls of scientific value not
previously demonstratad in other countriss.

5. Fature iz ¥ietna= h=s decn substantially damaged. This destruction is
due to 2 cooplexity of reasoms. Tha delszates agreed that the =ain and most
important cause cf this extensive damage to natvrc is the use of herbicices and
ézfoliants on 2 large secale.

Immadiately after the spraving the toxic sudstances exertcd their dirsct
destructive 2ffzcts on the vezatation and to somz extent on animels living in inland
or mangrov= forests, and on szlinc water or fresh: water animals. The direct and
indirect repercussions of thes: immediats effects have lasted until todav. Time
has only slowly helped to eli=inats these effects, they are not yet complete, the
restoration can only be siow a2nd occurs most readily on very small ar2as. Photographs
taken from th= zir or spacs have reflected th: =221 statz of the restoration of
tropical forests sprayed with defoliznis.

§. Toxic cheamicals spraved or a large sczls, with
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a large anount, have changad the composition of some soils, destroyed useful micro-

organises, and in some areas ==d2 the soil to losc foriility anc to deterioriate in
oS

octher wzys. Many areas which had been covered with trees and other woody clants
throuzhout the year havs becom: savannas of low productivity with only wild zrasses
or 2 nuaber of secondary successional »lant spscias having littls cconomic value,
and witn rodents, which are discase-carriers. Zvidence from asrial photography

and clsewnerc indicatas thzt some of thases savammas are continuing to sxpand in
size. Sows specios of orecious tropiczl wood arz facing thz danzer of extermination,
as are so=e precious torrestrizl or aquatic znim=ls and algze, 2te. Tran=forzing
these savannas and buildinz the= into eccnomic zonss, areas for agricultural
cultivation and reforestation, are 4ifficult probisms. the solution of wnich is

far beyond the presont a3ilitics of the Vistnzoes: oeople. Horzover, the various
impacts on naturs undermined the whole nhuman 1ifc surport s¥stsd.

7. Toxic checmiczls spraved on wore weshed away o lowiand areas, far
from the sprayzsd areas z2ad decompsse e. Thc most dan amonz thom was
azent orango, which was widcliy zscd ~1270. - Azent contains an
ispurity, 2,3,7.-8-tetracriorcdidenzo- ~cioxi=z D as
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