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Whenever I visit the City of Charlottetown, and
Particularly this historic chamber, my mind goes back to the
irth of this nation ninety years ago, and the tremendous
Strides we have made in the intervening years.

Canada has advanced far in those ninety years. Our
POpulation has increased. from about 3=1/2 million in 1867 to
aPProximately 17 million today, and our growth as a country is
Be lected not only in our position as a leading member of the

Titish Commonwealth of Nations, but also by our position as
he fourth largest trading nation in the world.

A In reviewing our achievements as a nationi which today

dos, 2 8ross national production of approximately 31 billion

qorlars, we must not overlook the fact that there are wide

vlfferences in the prosperity enjoyed by the people living in

e i0US sections of the country, For this country to be

Ogally prosperous, there must be a far more uniform pattern
Prosperity from one end of the country to the other,

th The recent studies by the Gordon Commission show that
the 2Verage income in the Atlantic region lags behind that of
& rest of Canada, and is today 33 per cent below the average

??r he other six provinces.

in I will not try to explain how this inequality arose

reco X development as a country. I much prefer, first to

cocoBnize that it exists, and second, to say that I am firmly
Winced that it must be corrected.

exi I believe that the natural resources of this area

hepo? 1D sufficient quantities to give the people who live

enic. 2 considerably higher standard of living than they
Joy today, |

v I am also convinced that the vast majority of the
giﬁﬁﬂian people are willing to CO-OPeratei financially and
areekw1se, to make the full economic development of this
lmpopy. Te@lity. This economic development is of great
placrt&nce to the Canadian Government, and takes a prominent

® in our deliberations.

00n y The problem is how can this development best be
ngeﬁmplished,p Ibsuggest there are several courses of action,

l'ie ot.'
. Wnich individually will solve the problem, but which,
}ﬁéett‘kegicollectively, Zould achieve the desired result.

w4



