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lete, but I'm afraid if. is nof.. Many of the readings and re-
citations and oratorical contesta that are stili infiictcd upon
a long suffering public show that the crime of committing
culpable elocution upon English Literature huas not yet been
stamped out..

Don't imagine that I obje-t to good reading, if that is
wbat «Ielocution * means to you. The very best reading is
none too good for the best writing. If your understanding
cari comprehend the thought of a passage and if your heart
can beat in sympathy with the feeling in it, then, if yois
happen also to be gifted with a fine voice and have cultivat-
ed its powers and got it under perfect control, I shall be
delighted to hear you recite the passage and will bleue you
for the plessure you give me. But even a fine voice, flnely
culfivated, produces only pain and diappointment instead
of pleasure when the manner of reading or reciting shows
that the performer je f.hinking not of what he je reading but
of how he in doing if.. And when - as so often happens
wlth those who cail themselves elocutionista - when there
is mot only no sign of heart or understanding but also noth-
ing plesaing ini the voice nor artiatc in the management of
if., then we have about the sorriest and silliest exhibition
that a man can maire of himself.

There are achools again, where literature in treated merely
as raw material for exercises in psrsing and analysis and je
sibjected to other gramrnarmongerlng indignities. I'r n ot
quite sure whatever that this in, on the whole, more disgraceful
or leu. disgracef ali than the spout and rant method of study
wbich has juif. been considered. In one way if. in lees so,
for one reatly muet have some brains and some slight deft-
nese in using them to be good e±t tus sort of thing. But
what a dreary and uaeless f.hinqg if. ln. To spend an hour
with a clas in profes.edl study of smre important passage
f rom one of our lif.erary masterpieces - a passage moot
likely teeming with material for quickening the thought and
brightening the fancy and thrilhing the soul - and to do
ilothing during thaf. whole mortal hour but jabber away
about subjects and predicates and enlargements, abstract
noua and conjanctive adverbs and qualifying adjectives,
verbe of incomplete predication, the optative use of the sub-
junctive mood and a lot of other such dry-as-dust rubb"s.
And if. in not the teachers who are to blame for thYs I have
seen examination papers headed with the titie English Lit-
erat-ure and under that the names of certain standard works
that baid been prescribed for study, and have found in the
papers aot a single'question requiring any of the works to
have been read i order to be able to answer if.. There
would be parue, analyse, correct, parue, correct, derive,
analyse, parue and perhaps paraphrase. Bo long as that
kind of paper la set so long wiIl English Literature in the
school-room occupy the degraded position of a mere bond-
slave to the achool grammar. Perhape the most outrageous
feature of this method of studying literature la the giving of

Ssentences f rom the makers and masters of our language *and
literature to be "corrected " (as the gram mar-mongers have
the cheok to cail if.) by school boys and ichool girls. I
served my apprenticeship to that kind of thing and camne
ouf. of if. with the impression that Shakespeare's plays and
Mliton'a pnere nsad Âddison's essaye and the authorized
v"~on of the Bible were chiefiy rernarkable as literary pro-

ductions for the nuinher aind the grooanmo of the. gramaag.
cal errors in thcrn.

These arc ways of how aot to stutdy Rumgi"l itengt.
Unnatural mouthing and unganly gesticulation, ea
though dignified with the namne elocution, viH do lW. e to
make us 'know the best that bui been thoughe aMd ,,t.
ten;" and there isn'f much "instruction in rigbteouuMil
to be got from a mental tussle with tth. optative use of the
subjunctivenood.

.Neyer a word as yet. et lesat formally, on bow to «"yd
the subject, and this was the orne sole- thing thst I ahould
have confined myself te. I have avoided it as Joungs pos-
sible, partly because 1 dialike evsthe. appearamel
assuming te dictate on sucb a matter to auch an &WU.j
ence, and partly because the proper method of stujdyrI
literature appears te me te be so obvious and né altogethe
exactly the same as the proper method of studyiùg aytWlg
else, that if. seems unnecessar to my mucb about IL.

But there rnay be sorne young taches ou studenh bore vhs
migbt be benefitted by a littie of wbat it pissas. me 10 tlek
je cummon-sense advice on the sObject, and for the poadbls
benefit of this probable section of the audience, I mligo odu
little longer.

When St. Philip found Queen Oandace'a treasurer readug
the prophet FEsalas h. nid: #«.Udoestand.g thon Wbattho
readest?" When Bartle $,aoeey has hie temper over ho de.
linquencies of his arif.hmetic claie h. amt himadiif Wucold the
offenders in thbis style: -'You tblak a&U you need do to km»n go-
counts ie te corne to me and do auus for an hour or ao two or
three times a week; and no sooner do you gel your cape m
and turD out. of doors again thuayOUUswMep the w"hol 4m.
dlean out of your mimd. You thlsk knowledge la t0 b. gsI
cheap; you'll core ne d pay Barge . Msy sixpeoce a veek
and hell make you clever a figureswlthout your talng amy
f rouble. But knowledge isn't w be got with paylng sxpemc
let me tell you; if you're to kimow figures you mua tutu.lm
over lu your own heada and koup your tloughts*lied On 1'ou.
l'Il flot f.brnw away good knowledge on people wbo tldBK
tbey ca gef. it by tbe slxpenn'orth and carryil away -with
'emn as tbey would an ounce orf .Kon neyer coM e 1 me
agaun If you can't show that you bave boom worklug wltb 70wr
own head, instead of thlnklng you cas pgy for mine to work
for you."

You mighf. read volumes on methode of study anmd melimoda
of teaching-dreadfully dry readlng they gemerally are, ful of
hard words and pompous plattudes, and solemn nonsoe
tending to produce dyspepsia and profanlty; yon mightail
volumes of euch stuff and mot get as much Insight halo th.
business as may be got f rom Phillp's question to the eunuwh,
aud f rom old Ma8sey's growl u4thte pupils of hie nlgltachool.
(1) See that whaf. la read in understood; and (8)seethat itIl
understood, fot in that shallow and epheiperal way thut
cornes fromn merely listeuing to he 1.1k or readlng the words
of eomebody else wbo understands Il, but la thul only sure
and lasting way that cornes from settlng to work with your
own head at t, from îunnuog It over and over In your owII
mimd, from keepiug your own thoughls ixed upon îl. On
these two cônimandments bang all the law and the prophets
of the arts of teaching And leamning.

Suppose if. la one of Shakespeares plays that. la to ha red,
and suppose the teacher hbas the good. fortune w hae uatrsui
rnelled, or the deternunation not to aslow hlmsug tg be trwa-


