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ARITHMETIC IN  GRADES THREE AND
FOUR.

I doubt if there is anything new to be said
on the subject of arithmetic in the lower grades.
The importance of this subject in the school
curriculum has never been questioned; Educa-
tional Journals and Teachers’ Institutes have
vied with one another in the endeavor to find
out the best possible methods of presenting its
difficulties to the various grades, and yet so
long as inexperienced teachers are continually
taking the places of experienced ones, and old

problems are thus becoming new problems, it

will be necessaty to go on discussing the same
old difficulties year after year.

Number work in grades one and two has
quite recently been the subject of a paper in
these pages, but perhaps a glance at some of
the difficulties to be encountered in grades three
and four, particularly grade four, may not be
out of place at this time.

* Pupils entering grade three are supposed to
have covered the operations on numbers up to
one hundred. The obvious thing, then, is
to complete the tables of eleven and twelve, and
drill thoroughly for accuracy:

When one stops to consider that on a know-
ledge of the tables hangs all the future work of
division, both short and long, one does not

doubt the value of the months of drill which

" teachers find so necessary at this stage.

The drill on the table of twelve may take the
form of changing feet to inches, inches to feet, indi-
vidual things to dozens and dozens to individual
things. “How many dozen in a basket contain-
ing 117 eggs?” is a much more interesting
problem than, how may twelves in 117. To
compute how many inches in six feet and eleven
inches seems to have raised the child to the
dignity of working problems, and yet is only
a drill on the table of twelve, with the added
advantages of involving the process of addition.

To, obtain rapidity and accuracy in addition
and subtraction will requn'e all - the time that
can possibly be spared in this grade, and I
know of no better way of keeping children
sharpened up in all matters of mental drill,
than by taking places in a class.
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