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à IS frends were wont to say of Johnny
Despard that he wasn't sucb a fool as lieH looked, whicha was quîte true. Perbaps it
was only to follow t he fashion that Johnny
iooked a fool, wearing a collar up to
is chin and sucking a crook-headed cane

ike any other foolish youniz man of
faqhion. Bu ohnny's faling fin with the
ways of bis kind did fot prevent the Honor-
Mary Uniacke, Lord Urlingford's only

daughter, from returnîng Johnny's passion, and declaring
to her scandalized father that nothing would induce her
to marry anybody but Johnny Despard.

Now Jolinny was a young mani about town b y favor
Of his aunt, Miss Ormiston. She had broughtup johnny,
and was devotedly attached to him. She had a wreak
heart; and a suggestion of Johnny's that lie sliouid do
anyting or bimself invariably brought on an attack.
Jolnnyliad ust manage to b called to the Bar, witb a
vague idea thle would be eligible for somne fat appoint-
ment wlien bis friends came into power. He would have
to do something for himself when his aunt died, for nearly
ail lier money died with lier; and it liad flot occurred to
her wbile sliacking Jolinny's life with lier selfisb love to
put down anything in her luxurious way of living that
would enable lier to leave Johnny better off. He knew
exactly what to expect-about three tbousa nd pou nds in
mioney, a cottage at Dorking, and

AnJane's liousehold belongings,
hsecarniages and personal

eflects.
A nice match for Lord Urlîng-

ford's daugliter, who was one of
the successes of the London
seasonl Lord Urlingford siglied
over the perversity of women.
Here was Moll', who miglt
bave ber pick of the partis
of the season, taking up
w-ithjohnny Despard,wliose
ont>' chance wben bis
aunt die-d would be to
marny a rch Amenkcan or

mirte to the Colonies.
AndM 'D was an obstinate
mmnx. None knew it better
than ber fatber. Lord
Urlingford, wliose easy
philosopli>' it was flot to
worry oven wbat couldn't be
bielped, feit a humorous
despair concerning MolIy's
choice.

" Oh, go awayi" be said
to Johnny Despard, when
tbat youtb camne solenily to interview>
hinm. ''Get somctliing to do before you
think of miarrying. Molly lias a fice
littie dot froiniber miothen, but flot esiouýh
to keep a busband in fuxur>'. You Il
have to earn somnetliing 1efore I ,eive you
Molly. Go and get an income.
cJohiify, red up to his ears beyond tbe bigli
Cliar, stammered that lie had never contemn-

piated living on Miss Uniaclce's fortune, that be was
casting about hi for somnetbing to do.

"Better get a job from your friends, the Liberals,
wlhen they corne into power," Lord Urlingford naid
grimly. The>' owe me something. What with tlieir
-confounded Land Bis and-If you d been an the rigbt
side now 1 miglt have been of somne use to YOU-P'

Johinny as a politician had excited the nisibility, of bis
friends. As a Liberal ptolitician tool If he had taken Up
politics at ail one mnigit have sworn that he'd b. found

aogthe young Tory bloods. But in his Oxford days
hehdcJosea to go Lîberal and to go it whole-heartey.1

If h. liad been on the igt ide, asbLord Urlingford niîd,
1ie would have had a ver> mucli better chiance. AnMY
intenest lie could have worked would have been on tbe
Tory ide. With the Liberals, wlio happened at tbe
moment to be nearly ail young and brilliant, thene was
verylittle real chance for Johnny.

" Go into Parliament," said Lord Urlingford. " Haven't
you such a thing as a packet borougli? What about
Mehill? They-used to swear b>' your gandifatber,
dicin't the>'? Whysudx a poli>'littie hole should returnaa
member at ail, Heaven only knowsi You'd better nurse
Edgehill. If you win the aeat and get a ob from youn
f riends at the. next election, Mofly's yours.

Lord Urlngford tho glt he was putting it as far awayv
ýas theConversion of tbe ews, but it was part of Johnny.s
simplcity of cbaractr that lie tooli the thing literait>'.

"l'Il s wbat I can do 'with Edgehui," lie said. "I1
kaew evézry aid gammer and gaffer ini the place whea I

don't see Johnny Despard in a Governmnent o! AIL the
Talents."

J OHNNY DESPARD, coming fromn the interview witli
JLord Ulingford, was drawn into tbe littie room wbidh

was Miss Uniacke's own private den. Shut in atone
with Johnny, sbe bestowed on him a warm and tender
kiss which made up for man>' th'ns

"Wlat did paasay? "she asked
"He naid trbat f I went into politics and got a job

fnom the next Govennment, lie'd consent."
:'Oh, Johnny'!"
"And I'm going ta do it, ton, darling. You don't

know what I can do wben I tr>' I was no end o! a
debater at the Oxford Union. l'm going ta contest
Edgehill, and win it for the Liberals. After tbat-well,
bave faith in me. I lcnow I'm a duffer; but you sec,
yau're the pniz."

As- it happened, it was a propitiaus moment for
Jobnny. Edgebill was reganded as a safe seat. No one
troubled about it. Fletcher Maltravers, having sat for
Edgehill for somne ten >'ears, got a judgeship. Young
Fletcher, was ta succeed his father as a matter of course.
Libei-aismn neyer had a look in at Edgebull.

Jalinn>' changed ail that.1 Edgehill was considered
ta lie sucli a foilarn hope tbat fia one was particulani>'
anxiaus ta contest it. John>' went ta the Liberai

agents. At first the>' wene doubtful of bis candidature,
but locai interests and aid associations have often
turned an election. Mn. John Despard was the officiaI
Liberai candidate fan Edgehihl.

Mis aunt waa so plenseçi that she pnesented Jolnny
with a maotar car in whicl to do bis canvassing. Johnny
made good use o! the car. lit wasn't needed fan long
distances. Edgehiil is a haie o! a place, and there were
no outl>'ng votera; but ail the old gaffer and gammers,
ta sa>' nating of the womnen and children and infants
ini the constituency, went fan rides in Johnny's car.
His ne-appearance on the scene wbene the middle.aged and
aid people remnembered hlmt as an infant and a cliubb>' bov
and a white fianneiled crickecter, aroused positive enth'usi..
asmn. And jolinn>'had away with hlm. Me had a good
heart behind his good manners. If the men wavered at
ail, the womnen to a womaa were on Johnn>"ýs aide.

Milss Uniaclie wouid have liked tocanvass fan ber lover,
but Lord Urlingford wouldn't hean of that. Howeven,
she realîy wasn't needeci. Fletcher Maltravera neven
was la it frornithe. moment of jobnny's appearance on
the. acene. Johnay won the seat with flying colons.

It cannot b. aaid that John Despard, M.P. did ver>'
brilliati>'; yet bis maiden speech ,bad a certain solid
commonsense about it that impreased some people
vesy favorabi>'. Sir Richard Burnett, the Liberal
Chef, took occasion to compliment johnny>. johnny
was dellghted-biuahed Up to the enra at the praise. Sir
Richard repnesented the. goodness o! the Liberal part>',
and had a way of atcin oung affections ta hlm.
John>', looking up into the good, plain, gentie face, feit
that he would die for Sir Rcard.

John>' was ver>' popular in the Houe.. He had a
stolid good-liumor whudx witlstood an>' numben of pranks
and jests. TIen. was aomething about Jobnny which
made peaple, e..pecially careless young people, înciined
to chsaffhiu but no one could take a rise out o! Johnn>'.
He tuned the tableson the joers b>' bis easy acceptance
of thie je.

waited on bis consent-was contittianal on Johny's
politiala dvncement. It had corne from an indiscreet

confidence-perbaps it would be true to say a careles
remark--of Lord Urlingford. His Lordship was one
of the happy men who can afford to be indiscreet,
because they have no secrets. It would nreyer bave corne
from Jobnny.

Political preferment and Jobnny Despàrd! Tbe young
bloods in tbe clubs and the House roaed at the idea o!
Jahnny's marinage depending on politîcal preferment.
He liad no influence. Urlingfond, being a beggar1 Irih
peer, liad none. Perbaps in twenty year's timeif oh.n>'
sat tigbt, there might be a littie job found for bim.
There was abundant laugbten over the length of timeI obnny would bave to serve for bis Racliel. The wild

rish charmns o! Miss Uniacke would liave time ta fade
before then if Lord Uriingford adhered to bis condition.

Johnny sbowed no despondency, sucb as wouid bave
been befitting in a yaung man wliose love prospects
depended on a contingency so bopeless. He was, on tbe
contrai-y, extremel>' cheerful. Some of the young feilows
thought that Johnny deserved a lettîng down for bis
preposterous retensions. One of the golden youtbs,
wbo liad famil>' ties witb the Liberal Cbief and was
priviieged, carried bim the idiculous star>'. Sir Richard
smiled, but naid notbing. Young Lovelace liardly knew
whetber lie was annoyed or flot.

Q UITE suddenly the Government went out, as
Governments bave a way of doing. At the General

Election tbe Liberals came in b>' a sweepi-,g majqrity.
J obnny liad lield bis seat with an increased majority.
le came ta Stratford Place, wbere Lord Urlingford's
Lndon bouse was, to be crowned as a victor.
Lord Urlingford was by this time very kind to the
oung people. Me bad grown fond of Jobnny,é and

dalso learned ta respect him. Tîme was wbn be
hd been a bit surirsed and disappointed at Molly's

choice. She could havq done sa mucli more brillianti>'.
BtIow lie confessed ta himself that Molly had
cbsnwell. If Johnny could onl>'be pitchforked into a

jobl Not an Under-Secretarysbip or
anytbing of the sort. He bad put an im
possible condition on the lad. But there
migbt be a job found for bim outside theHouse or the part>'. He only waited for a
chance to wjthidraw wîth dignit>' from the
position lie bad taken up.

Miss Uniacke was very f ull of Sir
Richard Burnett. She bad met bim, since
she and Johnny liad been parted, at the
bouse of a famous politicailihostess wlio

bad an ideal friendship with the
Liberal leader. He had been
particularly kind to Miss Uniacke,

7 taking bier aside and talking to, lier

I, witb a gentle seriusnesa about
seriaus matters wbich was the

47ý ;1most exquisite flatter>' ta an
inexpenienced girl.

"If lie ani> knew, I'm
sure be'd do sometbing for
us, Jobnny," sbe snid.
"He's auch a dean old man;

and tbey nay bis own mar-
niage was perfect."

à ý"That's too mnucli to hope
for," said Jolinny man-
ful>'. " I'm afraid we'Il
bave towait ahbit yet. There

are ever so mani> before me, fellows with money and brains
and ail sorts of thlings that I have't gt."

"You've beaps o! brains, John'nlyring, and you've
all sorts of lqualities the othens haven't gat. See bow
strigh you are."

No use at ail in politics, darling. Not tliat I'm an>'
saiter tnothen decent fellows. Be patient Moil>'.

libaveoio on titi I've earned something. ~ehp
wben we ve he some yeans in office-"

AIl tbe offices under the new Government were filled
except a few ver>' minor ones. Some f ew people were
eiated; some others, a greater numben, were cast down.
Jolina> was neithen eate non cast down. He had
expected nothing. Me was going ta desenve something,
and then bie wouldg et it.

His mood was cageb>' the receipt of a letter
from ir Richard Burnett, offening bum a post in the
new administration-a ver>' minon post, but as far
above bis hopes and expectations as Mhl Heaven îtself.

He read the letter thnough two on tliree times-it
was witten in the kindest termas-befone lie could realize
ha good fortune. When lie had finaily corne to nealize it,
lie funghis cap in the air. H e gôt up and waltzed round
the roorn, aeizing bis buli-tenner,and mnakîng an unwiliing
Eart neroa!him. 1Me didal mnanner of tbingswbich would

yv jeopandised has reputatian'for good sense if anyone
could have seen hlm except the dog, who could be nelied
on not to give him away.

Having let off tbe first exuberance of lis spirits, lie
dressed huself ver>' cane! uli>' and went off, feeling
as thoughlibe were treading an air, to lunch with Mol>'.

.. Lord UrlingSord lunched at lis club, leaving the lovera
to~ther.
tohnny was moral>' certain'that bis amazing good

fortune lad corne to him through Mol>'. Sir Richard'
particulan kindniess ta Mol>' had been significant. He
must have knowa. The star>' o! tbein defenred marriage
bad corne to lis ears.

" It must have been you, darllng. 0f course lie was
talcex with you, the dear oid man!He$ pitied mie havin
ta wait. It's the most aminsg thing V've even bha=
of. I wasn't in the runnin at all. It's lard on the
other feliows."-

It was cbaracteristic (Continued aos page 42)


