
THE VAIRSITYý
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION FOR COMMERCE.

lx 'the UJniversity banqîiL[ets ini yearS gone by, I ai,,told, Taeand Comimerce %vas Olle of the inevitaLe
tost. t %tý 1)a 'Poscd, Of course, by a uîîiversity ilanl.T'o-day the toast is 110 lontger on the list. But in i ts Placemoni of a(lai rs collne aund raise tlieir glasses to the Univ er-sity. They coulrfin tlîeir Pro "z'nie os by sending uIptheir sons as students. 'l'le change is sign ificant and it isflot iiierely local ,it holds fo0r inuch, perhaps for nîost, ofthe civilized business world. Old views are indeed pass-ilng away ; and amnonrg t heni is the belief f hat the profes-sions ilone caîl for a liberal educat ion.
'llie change i n Opinions is the restîlit of change iii con-dit ions. [)uring tlie last t xen ty yeiLrs national and inter-national trade lias taken on immense proportions. Theexigerîcies of ils organizaf ion ;and corîtrol are denaîîdingthe best equipped nien. Soine people are even askinîg ifcommlierce is flot a science. joint stock orgaîîizatjon isleadi îg to itucreý,isoci cominiunityo commnerciatl interosts.Fiuîally, partly as result, thie ethical view of busi-ness is gradually but sîurely gaining grouiid. A comn-mercial career bas accordingly reachedl a new plane ofdignity and responsibility ; fromn the standpoint flot aloneotf dollars anîd cents, but of' the general welfare of society.I here are two famîliar facts that still deserve emiphasis.Commnercial educatioîn cauînot turui every boy into a com-pelent business manr. No education cari do that for anytrade or profession wlîatever. Many youing fellows whohave hiad the best instruction mioney can b uy do flotsucceed whether iii business or in law, in nmedicine or- iiisoldierîng. A host, of ofler thiîîgs are factors leading tovictory. I ndustry, hionesty, pleasant manniers, social tactanid knowledge of humaiî nature, the power of inspiringconfidence aIl cotint for înuch iii wiuîniuîg success fin anyerrploînient. No arnotiuît of teachig, or for the inatterof, t hat, no amiounit of cleverniess will ensure success. Pre-p;Lratioli eau only niake those with the natural gifts some-what better ;it eau ouîly make those flot so welI endowedsonîiexhat Iess baci. E'ducation is flot a cure-aIl ; thotughif is ani excellent toute.

lu tlîe second place commercial education does flottake the place oif apprenticcslîip. An employer fleed flotexpeet a v1ounjg fellow with a special education of this ki,îdfo lie at flice outset more useful to Iîim than if lie h.id
cnter-ed a coule of years soorier. B3ut there slîould belittle dloubt as to bis greater efficiency iii the near future.
Tlhis of coturse touches tlîe beart of the question. ' Self-made Nierchant,'' iii Ole of bis dashiuig letters in T/tealtra'Eveuiu.jýg Post, writes 'I 've always made it arîile to buyý bran ns, and I 've lcarrned noxv that the bettertrailled tiley, are the faster they find reasons for getting
their salaries raised. That was whieil 1 cauglit the con-riection betxveeui a cOllege education and business.'' Tliesewords of ' a practical unan " only puit iii market termsBacon's Opinion that - learrned men with mean experience
would( far excel mcii of long experience and otîtshoot
thenm on tlîeir own bow.''

If you have read Stevenson's fascinating story 'l TheDyiâmiter " you wvill probably remember Mr. Goclaîl
(Prince Florizel) distinguishing aptiudes and ktio7ledge.
The distinction is well iii place. Commercial education seeksbotil to train the mmnd and to impart certain kinds of useful
knowledge. By commercial education, it may be well toexplain, 1 do not mean technical education as popularly
understood. I mean something broader and more advanced,
in which one studies not mcreîy the laws of production,
but the manifold laws of distribution as weli ; commercial
geography and industrial history ; wages and prices ;

taisand transportattionj anId banjking; modern Iaiguages
anîd comnmercial laxv; besicles solfe of th li atural sciences.
'lhle phraý'seS "couîîniIerCial course'' and - business course
have tOO lonlg been Sylionmymlous xvitlî ýsoImthling good asfar as it goes, but flot iin any case suggestive Of a liberal
education. XVe shaîl have to revise our phirases.

fhe habit of using oie's lîcacl, xhiclî educatioiî ofthîis kiuid amnis at fornîing, of obscrving quickly aîidaccurately, of putting facts fogethier and asking thie rea-sonf for themn is soniîetîîing precious iii aIl vahks of life. Ilitlîe presenit shîifting conditions of commerce it means afaeulty (.uite as valuable as iii ;ny profession. SaysGjoethîe :I could not say whose mnid is or should bemore enlarged thau the mmnd of a genucii trader."Modern business calîs for botlî weIh traiiîed and xvcll in-fornied mnii. Anîd if c'n/'rprise, whether iiîdividual or-associated, inay hie taken as tlie great eliaracteristie of ou rcivilizatiori tliere xvas niever ,"Ireatter denîauid for tlîem tlîan
at lîreseuît.

Thîis broad qulestionl of highier conmmercial traininîgIcads onîe to erîquire xvhat is the relation of universities te,tlîe geuieral intellectual lite about tîeuin ?1 Gernian uiîiver-
sities, for instance, are the active centres, thie shrinies, ofGerniaui scientitic tliouglit. Oxford and Cambridge, byxvay of contrast, stand aîniost apart fromn the main eur-refit flowing near theni. l'le txvo great EnîgIilih univer-sities have indeed tlîeir xvork to performi, anid ttiey arcperfornling it. It is bcing left to thie other universities,sucli as Glasgowv and Victoria anîd Birmniîghanm and otliers,to comle more directly iii touch with ex'eryday life. As fora younig counîtry like Canada it seemns as if, for a con-siderable tirne to couic at least, the mission of a uuîiversityeau 13e noue other than to provide for the teachiiig of aIlthe nmain dcpartmeîits of knowledge and skill in aphilosophie spirit and upori scienîtifie methods. It is amatter of congratulationî thiat iii Canada our owîî tiîver-sîty bas led tlîe way iii providing a well-arraîîged com-miercial course. Other Canadiaui universities appearabout to follow.

Wlîe,î visiting a heading technicah coîlege in a certainUnîited States city 1 receîved the impression thiat, spcakinggeiîerally, the students there were being simiply trained fortrahlie--'' to do the trick.' 'flie presence of higher coin-mercial instrtuction at our universities shîould act iii thîisrespect as a leavenfing and liberalising influence. It sbouldhielp Leachi those equipping for commercial life to lookupon business fromi a hîigber standpoint as a fit miatter forscience, as a subct flot to be regarded sohely fromn theside of pccuniary gain. Nothing would go further towardssecuring sounder legislation iii all questions of governi-ment, espcîally of curreîîéy and taxationi, tlîan a masteryof the tlîeory of prodtuction and distribution by tlîe lead-iîîg '-nii of thie cotuntry. Notlîiîg xvould be more liel pfuiin makung clear to them thîcir exceptional possibilities forexerting a saltutary inîfluenrce witbin their sphere. Thegreat labor probîem lies at their cloor, and many othermatters of public conîcern await their attention. Truc educa-tion bears not nmereîy botter business men; its children arebetter citizens. It teaches themn to live by the way.But ulterior considerations for the moment aside. Inilater years tiiere can be few treasures so precious to the suc-cessful man of business as the memories of his universitystudent days :of thîe contact witlî student and professor;the fresh points of view ; the hopes and fears ; the froliesand the grinds. Were this possession alone the heritagefrom one's urîiversity life it were a bargain at its price.
S. M. WICKETT.
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