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Z3n Mekmoriaim,

GEORGE PAXTON YOIJNGý.

In tlue lni(st of tlue genera] soru'ow whlui bias foliowed the
death of Dr. Young, words can do0 little to express the real
feeling of all those who bave beeni in any wvay connectecl witli
1dmii. It is useless to put in writing what ail feel ; the sorrow
of ail, professors and students, cannot be expressed on paper.
It was no fornual grief that nioved that; crowded company on
Tuesday inorning last; it xvas no conventional respect that
hushed every heart as the President's voice, treînblinl, with
emotiuîî, announced the said news. The band of sturlents that
followed the funeral procession to the grave testified not alune
their admiration for tic brilliant scbolar ; they liad assenubled
to bonour, as mnuch as the last poor tokens of rcspect can ever
bonour, the unemnory of one whosc love of trutlu; wbose clear-
niess of view; above ail, whose wvide-hearted syunpathy, had
endeared 1dmn personally to eachi aniong themi as earnest
teacher; as trusted guide; as loving friend.

Gifts sucbi as biis are rare. In any departmnent of study
lie would have sh1ow]1 himself the peer of its most
distingnislied exponents. Unequalled as a teacher, be
mnight have tilled almnost any chair in tîte college to which
lie iniglbt have been called, witli credit to himself and with
hionour to the University. The range of bis scholarsbip was
marvellons: inarveilons no less was the retiring, gentle nature
of su great a, inan. F'or lie was great ; great in nimmd, great in
tbose qualities of heart whicli constitute the truest noluility of
mnanhood. We canniot speak of Iimn toc, higlîly. Wlîen we
hear(l of bis victories -and l)rilliauit victories tbey were -in
the field of that study iii wluicl, perhaps, Ancrica best knew
Ihiîin, we, retjoiced ;and we feit that we hiad auuuung us a nin of
whuon we ighî-lt inded be 1)roud. WThen we licard hinti - those
of us wboin fortune had placed under luis teachiug-dcaling
wvitli jililsopluical cificulties ; encouragiuug tie brig"hut aion
us ; aiding witlî kindly words the less Iliglîly favoured ;sluuwing
in ailIlbis clearness of vision ; bis fi rmness of grasp ; above il ,
lus intense love for that living truilu in pursuit of wbicli e
spent bis life, we admnired, and iiiiiigiud wonder with our
admiration. But, after ahl, we feit tliat our appreciation of
him cid not t'est alone on that; ive loved and admired not s0
muchi the sebolar as the mnaî.

Perliaps nu mnan lias exercised, or ivili continue to exercise,
su great an influence as lie upun the îuinds and conscienuces of
men in Ontario. Out f rui our Coilege hal mls liave gone hun-
dreds wbose ]ives have been influeîiced for ail tiie by the
power of bis kindly, trutît loving nature. The loss-hîow
great a loss!-is itut to luis classes alune ; it is a ioss to us of
ail classes andi of ail years ; a loss to the whole student-body of
graduates and undergraduates, and througlî themn to tbe Pro-
vince-to the Dominion. For nu nman coulci leave- these halls
unintlucnced for good by liini for wlîose deatb eaclu student
now, mourns as for tluat of a, demw and intiînate frieîîd.

Su we of otber courses nîay unite in lueartfelt sorrow with
those, bis students, uponi wvltn the unexpect di blow will
fallinuost hecavily. To tliose of luis owi, bluod, whuo feel tue
sudden grief as peculiarly tîjeir oîvn, we, wvlio tou have kruown
bis wortu, extend our deep and respectful syunpathy. While
we mourni the loss to ourselves and to our Coliege, we cannot
but be grateful for what in the course of a long and busy and
useful Iife lie lias been permitted to acconplii ; in tue midst
of onui sorruw for luis death, we cannot but tuauuk God for sucb
a iife.

We are indebted to the President, Sir D)aniel Wilson, for
the accunupanying outline of the career of ain intimate friend
and earîîest fellow-worker ; othuers, too, xvho had more than
commuon opportuniities of learning to know and luonour bim,
biave added tlîe!r- words of highl esteeni and of unfeigned
sorrow.

HIS LIFE ANI) WOItK.

The death of Professer George Paxton Young deprives the
University of Toronto of one of its miost gifted teachers ; and
bis colleagues in the UJniversity of one who commanded the
e-steemi and confidence of ail. To the Presidenit, Sir Daniel Wil-
son, it mnust now bc a singularly gratifying, yet tender inemorial
of the long and intimiate relations that hiad subsisted between
them, tlîat iii his very last public utterance, given forth a very
few days only before the fatal shock that broughit bis life to
an end, hie referrcd to "lthe unibroken friendship of more than
thirty years' standing which. had existed between tbein."

Professer Young was the son of a clergyman of the Presby-
terian Church ; and was born at Berwick-on-Tweed in the
year 1819. H1e early mnanifested a studious disposition, and
great aptitudle for very diverse branches of learning. lis
later course of preparatory studies before entering the Uni-
versity of Edinburgrh was pursued at the Hligli School there.
lie referred more than once, witb mnanifest pleasure, in recent
years, to a gathering of old scbool and college mates whichi
took place in Toronto, at the bouse of Dr. Wilsonî, in 1870.
An unexpectcd coincidence of travellers on a visit to Canada
broughit togetlier Sir Andrew Ramsay, the head of the Ceo-
logical Survey of Great Britain;- Alexander Sprunt, British
Consul, North Carolina ; William Nelson, the eminent Scottish
publisher ; ani witb themn the Hion. George Brown ; the lion.
David Christie, Speaker of the Senate; Professor Young; and
Dr. Wilson. Our own university men are only now entering
beartily into the spirit of university life, with its true esprit
de corps, and are forming themiselves into class societies of
their graduating years. Ilere was a meeting of old school miates
gatbering after more than a quarter of a century, f rom both
sides of the Atlantic, to live again, once mnoreover, those
happy stuilent years. It was a meeting of old friends and
rivais. William Nelson passed froin the Uligli Scîtool as its
classîcal gold miedalist, to contend with George Paxton
Young, at the University, for preic enee as -a classical
student, under the guidance of Professor Pilans, an einient
Etonian, who is described, iii Sir Alexander (iraîtts l-istory
of tbc University, iii words titat would apply witlh equal fitniess
to bis old pupil, as Il a liorn teachler,." In tbe llurnanity
Class, as iii Scottishi iJniversity parlance it is called, the
futufe professor of Mletaplîysies distirîguislîed liimielf, es-
pecially ini Latin prose composition, in wbich bis most suc-
cessful rival was Williamn Nelson. Tht etii~ modesty,
ami the instinctive distaste for ail public display, wbich so
emmiiently cîtaracterizecl Professor Young, prevented any but
lus most intimate friends knowing the varied range of bis
tastes and studies. His sympathies in these respects hadl,
indeed, very (lefinite limitations ; and lie frankly avowed bis
utter indifference to soine of the favourite pursuits of bis
friends and colleagues. Ile had a quiet sense of humour
wbicb at timies found play in bis utidi.sgised indication of the
unattractive eleunents of the studies lie repudiated. Neverthe-
less, bis intellectual sympathies were large; and lie somnetimes
surprised those who had fancied liiini the mnere mnetaphiysician,
by the evidence of luis critical appreciation of the puets, and
bis taste in Belles Lettres.

But it is as the teachier of Philosophy , and the sirigularly
popular and attractive lecturer in the Chair, of Metaphysies and
Ethics, that he will be long lield iii remiembrance ainong those
wbo year by year bave crowvded bis lecture roomi iii University
College. His style of teacluing wvas alike peculiar and effec-
tive. Hie took under review tbe system of seine leader of
thouglit ; or tlue work wbich aiuuted at its interpretation. H1e
assuined for the tite the position of advocatc, unaintaining
his cause against ail objectors ; and anticipating the argu-
ments by which tbe thouglitful student miglit be supposed to
challenge tbe text. llaving tlios tlîoroughly cleared the way,
by tlîe overthrow of ail unsound criticisin, and enabled the
stuclent to mnaster the views of the autiior iii question heb then,
witli trerîclant critical acuinen, exposed any weak point in the
systemi ; and turned to ridicule the fallacies on which every
false reasoning wvas b.tsed. His training for titis important
department of academic instruction had been peculiar ; for it
was as a theologian that be first encounitered the fallaciesof
metaphysical speculation, and dealt with the essential princi-
pies on which Ethics must be based. 11e was trained in
the Scottish school of nietaphysics ; lunt the principles tauglit
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