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crushes bigh thoughts and1 noble aspirations. The sensual
Guinevere brings about the downfall of the kingdoin of the

so] Pparently Ar tbur's toi] and ambition have countedfor nothing. After "that last weird battie in the west,"
obedent to a divine will, be passes away. But be is to come

agasiu Evolution is only delayed. And wbat is the lon'gestperiod Of stagnation in the fuil con-iplement of nwiasuîrele,s
ieol% of age.

Tennyson was an ovolutionist to the last, in the poemn
Yan Evolutionist " summing up bis theory ini one tren-chant line, ccThe Lord let the house of a brute to the soul ofa rnan.1 Again, in the samne poeni, be says:

'have elinîî)ed to the snows of Age, and 1 gaze at a iield in the Past,XVere 1 8ank with the body at tinies in the sloughs of a low desire,But 1 hear no yelp of the beast, and the mnan is quiet at lastes estands on the heights of his life with a glimpse of a beight
that is higlier."

Il "The Making of Man " Tennyson proclairns bis doc-
t'lue of ter progress for the last time. He bears theehoftewords of bis early uianbood,-Il N'ot in vain the distance beacons, Forward, forward let us range,
Lret the great World spin forever down the ringing grooves of change.
T""o the shado-w of the globe we sweep into a youniger <Iay."Pilercing with. propbetic eve the veil of those far-off cycles
where Perfection dweils, lie exclairns in triumph,

.l.aueeiUah, to the Mlaker. It is finjshied M an is inade,''
XVILLI t.N T. ALusoN.

Colwerinlg Bccits.
()lIEnglish II' beit " cornes froîn the Latin balt'o.s,

hih Varro says is no Roman, but an Etruscan,
Tine l«eu a o a irdie, wbich. the Romans

the 5ho1ue»ý but a baldric or cross beit hianging from
'lite îastle r, asword beits conltinued to bang tiI] weil on
bOdytelat cétr.Tbey are worn differently now, but thefrody i t 0e cnuyi is as ancient as that wbich dependedf'i.h houlder. Ladies now wear belts and tbey are

Occslrialyseen on children. Among men, soldiers havetituet OUnoly of them, save at spo)rts and in holidayThen and there the amateur yachtsman, the lacrosselaeand the worid of amusement gener~aIIy, girds up its
ains wtb a cincture of more or less elegance. "Fromn very
attcient daYs gret taste bas lieen displayed in this article of,tIre. Rectoi. and Ajax excbianged sword-belts l)efore0ro. That of the Greek was of gorgeous purpie, but
Th r aded to bis a silver mounted sword and its sbeatb.

e Greeks always seemn to have got the advantage of theSinP]lebeat Trojans in the excbange of courtesies, asWhe folshbut magnanimous Glaucu.i gave to J)iomede
godnarins for brazen.

pTl pctacl of the aboriginal American on the war-Pahdutes8 aroused terroîs suficiently appaliing, but toan unened spectator it liad its comic side. To see
au ln 1D teforthwrrorhhn ul a rifle in one

the eas Beorethewariorcould use the one, lie had
rothe othe"r; and to blow bis nose, if Indians ever (Io

ati-or to) brush away hostile flies, hie would have
epositOne or botb. Looking at the copies of ancient
tng ereeting the marcb of Egyptian troops of old,

I witb t1the samne unsoldiery bandling of many
thosens of war at once. Botb bauds are full, excep't

capid ~ and trumpeters. of sword and bow, lanceca0ksse-tete, batchet and javelins, so tbat the warriors10 ike travlesfrhadaebue. 
oe' laInakes it Plai. ta thle es a d Tojas didnot clar

atheir htteGek n rjn i o ar
Drro.s Paraphernalia of destruction in their fists ;bows,
' Jvelù-n, Swords, of course, and even sbelds, being

tpeied till required by belts and straps. The spear and
rie1 ttle-axe were the onyweapons that claimed the war-rs band onlysayaiîabe an shouider. Hie thus had one bîand free and

le or any emergeney tbat migbt arise.
rei The EgYPtian and aboriginal American maiiual arsenals

0~nf le Of the fussy carpenter, wbo, with palms extended
th"..re feet apart, tried to make bis way along a

of n i dtbOrougbfare, at every step exclaiming, Il Cet out
betWVoa ;dotyou see I've got the widtb of a doorWe 'U bauds ?"Both hands fui] was the cause o

MacKay's defeat at Killiecrankie, wheen the Highilanders
with broadswords alone hewed down the poor ?5wretclîes
fumbling at their badly fitting bayonets. The saine tbing
lost you something also wben, with a parcel in one band and
an umbrella in the other, you fumbled and failed to take
your bat off to Her Honour. Pockets, of course, xvil] do a
gfrea t deal, especially for the smali boy, but cxcii lie wants
lus sclîool hîag strapped knapsack-wise belîind bimi. Fancy
that poor clîild walking a mile and a half, twice or four
timies a day, with bis two hîands full of books !The Society
for tbe Protection of Women and Chlldren or the Children's
Aid slîould look into such cases. A Iiuman being- with botb
bands encumbered is at a bad disadvantage. Even if both
lsands bold pistois, bie is sure to fire crooked. A baird in tbe
hand is wortb two in the bush, but a well-filled game-bag is
worth more than the spoil borne by two bands. Even
lawyers have sense enoughi to carry bags whether they be
full or empty. A bag, bowever, is not a beit.

Soniîe people wear beits simply as a inatter of display,
because tbey are ornamenta]. Even enibroidered suspenders
have a plebeian look over a fiannel shirt. The tigbtenied
belt is supposed to belp the figure and to be an antidote to
obesity's tendencies. But, as a rule, the beit is meant for
business, the holding in retentic; wbat, at an appropriate
moment, the baud wiIl wield. To it are attacbed the sheatlîs,
cases or boxes tbat contain the soldier's sword, bayonet, and
cartridges, the man-of war's man's cutlass, the frontiersnxan's
howie and pistols, the forester'q batchet. The common
seaman, save in pirate 2cenes, fastens lus knife about his
waist with a bit of lanyard wbicb. answers the saine purpose,
and lie who bas to carry a gun far is wise in baving a strap
attachied to it, such as tlîat by which artillery and cavalry
soldiers, Jgiand gardes/Joret ers sling tlîeirs over tijeir
backs. The feminine habit of carrying a purse at the beit
was iii ancient times alimost universal amiong those who had
money to carry. Ev en the scribe wiîom the prophet Ezekiel
saw bore the inkiiorn, not in lus baud, but at bis side.

Girdies figure largely in thse Bible. They are first nmen-
tioned in connection with the dress of the biglh priest, unless,
in opposition to the bigher critics, we allow the Book of
Job a superior antiquity to tbat of Exodus. Jonathan gave
David lus sword, lus bow, and bis girdle. Joab said to the
man who told him tbat Absalom was hîanging f rom an oak,
IlWby didst thou not smite bim tiiere to the ground ?and 1
would bave given thee ten shekels of silver and a girdie."
Elijah and John the Baptist were uoted for their commnon
leathern girdles. Jn figurative Hebrew pbraseology the
beit deuoted preparedness and even strengtb, and the taking
away a mîan's girdie was equivalent to rendering bimi lelp.
less. Doubtiess many an old soldier, like the aged Charle-
mnagn e, wlîeu comnmanded to take the cross against the
Moslem, bias pieaded long service and weariness of years as
ngrounds for being loosed from barness and the beit. So, iin
the iiymn on the glories and joys of Paradise. which consti-
tutes tbe twenty-sixth chapter of St. Augustîne's Medita-
tions, the x eteran in boly strife breatbes the prayer

Christe, Pl'ama Bellatorum,
Hoc in olunicipin
Introduc nie, (la soluto
Mlltare cinguium,
Fac consortein donativ i
Beatorun Civium."

Tisere is sometbing very touching in týhe (la saulo of the
aged warrior, a tinie-expired man wlîo awaits tbe discharge
tiîat shahl loosen bis beit forever.M

The military belt is often takEkr off witbout any refer-
ence to pence or î'est, but the very reverse. Iu gYarrison
towns, wbere soldiers off duty are uuot a]lowed to carry tbeir
side arms, brouls often bappen. Tbe weapon then employed
is the beit, witb its lîeavy bras4s buckle, wbichi cati break
bones and take a piece dlean out of a buman body. Rudyard
Kipling bas iminortalized Il Beits " in luis Il Barrack-room
Ballads." Whether borrowed from military life or not, at
phrase is standard in the region of co rpo'ral punisbmneit,
wbcbh us germane to tbe subject, as the boy knows wbo lias
been threateued with "la good beitiug." There is bardly
anytbing, however, on the face of the eartb whîcli cannot be
misapplied into an instrument of torture, however sacred
originally. Sucb was the Bible to Ruskin in cbildbood's
years, arud sucb very often are cburch pulpits audi choirs to
mature and devout people. A ripe strawberry is deligbtful,
but not wben violently propelled agaiust your nose, andI a
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