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lion of the character of the Emperor,whose
influence on the polit ics and peace of

Europe is so groat, and who bas thereby
8hown that hoe is flot yet very well under-
'toOd. Whetber the change is the outcome
Of mere restle8s flukheness, of a nervous
droad of Socialism, or of somne deeper pur-
Pose wbich will bu hereafter rovealed, are
questions in wbich flot only Gerniany but
a1l Europe is interosted. That it is more
oDr les closely connected witb the difierence
of Opinion between Gen. Von Caprivi and
COunt zu Eulenburg in regard to the best

Oode of dualing witb Socialism seenis toler-
ablY certain. This fact suggests the other
interesting subject. That uneasiness in
Political, and espocially in imperial circles,
ebould be causei by tbe spread of socialistic
ideas3 is but natural. But that any country
Which bas evon the semblanco of constitu-
tional liberty will mako the mistake of
attemapting to suppress by arbitrary meas-
u1res a movement whicb is propagated only
hy constitutional agitation is bardly sup-
Posable. Nor does there suem to bu any
goOd ground for uxpecting from tbe aged
sucPssor to the Chancellorsbip, Prince von

Hohenlohe, any very vigorous aggressive
PolicY, in respect to tbis or other matturs.
Apart from bis agu he seoins to bu regarded
On, al] banda as, what Bismarck has styled

ýi1,a safe man. So botb Socialists and

POliticians may again breatho freoly.

It 18 by no means improbable that the
newýs of the death of the Czar of Russia
rnaY be announced before these wordm reach
the eye of the reader. Wbat changes that
desth May bring to bis own country, to
turope, and to tbe world, the future alone
"an roveal. Just now the people of other

Counitries are moved to sympathy in view
'Of the combination of ilis wbich are visiting
the Imperial bousebold. Not only is the
bead of the bousehold, and of the nation,
hiruseif at death's door, but bis wifu is bu-
lieved to be compietely prostrated, the eld-
est daugbter is seriously affected witb soe

nervous ailment, and the Grand Duke
'eorge, the Czar's favourite son, is said to

beiitho last stages of consumption. Just
n"e the praises of the dying emporor as an
anlable monarcb and the preserver of the

Pecoe of Europe are being aounded abroad.
Wbaht wiil be the character of the mnan who

8ý1l succeed bim is the all-absorhing ques-
t'On-~a question whicb no one seema able

t5nslFwer- with any degree of confidence,
tbougb it is not unlikely that not only the
fate Of itussia, but the peace of Europe,

rneY bu involved in the answer. Should
bs uccessor, as some tbink possible, enter

'UPOn a career of internai reform, by grant-
'19 ven a minim uta of constitutional liberty

tO the people, the iiberalizing principle,
oue's fairly set in operation, xnay eflèct the
Peateful transformation of the wboie
1IODire into a constitutionally governed

ecuUItrY, witb the happiest ffect upon al
"ýutoPe- Sbould ho prove to be of a differ-

ont type, more disposed to cbastise bis people
with scorpions than bis father witb wbips, the
revolution, wbich bas been so long smould-
oring, wouid probably not bu long in break-
ing forth. For good or for iii, it is long
since tliu people of Europe bad tbeir eyos
flxed witb go mucb anxiety and misgiving
upon the deathbe d of a single individual.

UPPER HOUSES 0F PARLIAMENT.

It la a somewhat significant coincidonco
tbat in at lst three Anglo-Saxon coun-
tries tbe question of tbe reforming or abot-
ishing of the UTpper Huses of Parliament
is at presunt undor discussion. In Great
Britain, the Premier, himself a member of
the bereditary buse, bas just thrown
down the gauntiet to the Lords, on bebialf
of the Government and the Comimons.
The Upper Chambor, as at presonted con-
stituted, is, ho declared, a mockery and an
invitation to revolution. bis Government
wiil, thorefore, at the approaching session,
submit to the Commons a resolution affirm-
ing that the bouse of Commona is unmxis-
takabiy the dominant partrier in tbe pres-
ont partnersbip. This very indefinite
statement may mean little or much, and
will noed to be put in much plainer
termis in tbe proposed resolution, if it is to
have any practical effeot. The fact, if the
forocast of bis speech proves to bu such, that
uven Lord Salisbury does not m-eut the af-
firmation of the Government witb a square
denial, but bimself advocates such a roform
as will introduce an elective element into
tbe bouse of Peurs, may bu accepted as a
pretty sure indication that some change of
the constitution, curtailing tbe veto po wors,
or the veto inclinations, of that chambor,
may bu uxpected at an early day.

In the United States, wbere the Upper
Huse or Sonate bas always played a inucb
more prominent part in legisiation than tbe
corresponding chamber in eitber Great
iBritain or Canada, the uventa of the last
session of Congress have aroused a sterm of
criticism and dentinciation whicb may yet
shako the institution to ita foundations.
Very radical modifications of its structure
and functiona are buing seriously dîscussed.
The fact that the Senate is elected by the
representatives of the people in the State
legislatures puts it, however, on quitu a dif-
forent footing from that of the other sec-
ond Chambers named, Its history will
supply valuable material for those among
us who advocate that metbod, to a greater

or les extent, for the reform of the Can-
adian Senato.

It is worthy of note, in passing, that in

the United States the Sonate seems to have

wielded, from the flrst, and porhaps growingly
in later yeara, a much more poworful influ-

ence, positivoly, in affaira of legislation,
than the uppor bouses of eitber Great Bni-
tain or Canada. Thia may bu partly due
to the constitutional powers accorded to
it, but it is probably the result, in a large

degree, of the mode of election of its mena-
bers, onu important resuit of wbicb is a con-
stant change of its perswinel, and a con-
stant infusion of able and ambitions men.
Be that as it may, it is pretty evident that
a powerful reaction bas sot in againAt the
present mode of election of its members by
the State Legialaturea, and in favour of
direct election by the people. Twice ai-
ready have resolutions been passed in the
fluse of l{epresentatives favoring popular
election. But there, as elsewbore, the na-
tural difficulty prosonts itself-tho difflcuity
of inducing the body that needa reforming
to vote for its own roformation. Natur-
aIly, too, the greater the need of reforma-
tien, the anialler is the possibility of induc-
ing the body to aid in the work.

The important question of constitutional
change in the constitution of the Upper
bouse in Engiand, as in Canada-a ques-
tion wbich is likely to have special promi-
nonce in the former, and possibly in both
countries, during the next few years-
dividos itseif into two parts and bence is
pretty sure to divide the advocatus of ru-
form into two parties. The alternative
propositions aire modification and oblitera-
tien. A part of Lord Rosebery's sympa-
tbetic audience, the other day, rufused as-
sent to bis view regarding the necessity for
a second chamber of seime kind. The Logic
of bis position must have been difficult.
The strength of tbe argument againat the
Huse of Lords is drawn from, its non-ne-
presentative and consequently irresponsible
character. We do not yet know on wbat
linos Lord I{osebery conatnucted bis argu-
ment in favour of a second legisiative cham-
ber of soin o kind, but it ia pretty sure that
the basis of the argument must have been
the alleged need of imposing somo check
upon rash legislation. The only rash logis-
lation wbich would ho likeiy to threaton
the welI-being or stability of the State
would bu legislation in accord witb the
popular sentiment of the diay. Now, it is
evident tbat the only body whicb could ho
relied on to apply the brakes, in sucb a
case, mnuEt bu a body independent of the
popular favour. Just in proportion as the
element of resposibility to the people is
introduced into the constitution of the
checking body, juat in that proportion wiil
it bu unfltted for its purposo. The prin-
ciple wbicb Lord Salisbury is supposed to
favour wonld seem to be, for that reason,
unworkable. Unless the elective element
wene made the pnoponderating onu, the oid
compliaint wouid still hold good. Make it
preponderant, and the irresponsible eloment,
hereditany or otberwise, wouid bo useleas
because powerless. Let the two bu made
to coutorbalance, and the result would
probably be eitben a chronic dead-lock, or
a perpetual struggle whicb must eventuaîîy
lead to the obliteration of onu or othen of
the conflicting elements. The only third
plan of wbich we can concoive wouid bu
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