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such kind of literature. There is a kind of rnorbid love to pry into pettinesses,
to, iearn how such a man dresses, how such a state6man sieeps, howv such a
murderer cats ;there being a demand for such stuff, the demnand mnust be sup-
piied. This minute painting is quite uîîîîieressary - it is of thec nature of gosp,
but it is interesting to mnany ;, andl, perliaps, fli first portion read o~f tlie country
papers is the Ilcity correspoudents" letter. Carried to an iînproper extent,
this passion of describing detail, and minute aîîd non-essential points, is very
hurtfül. At the best it is stale, flat, wearying, and very unprofitable - but it is
gossip, and men love gossip better far than wvomen, although they say they do
not. Some men make their fortune by gossip;, in trade they eall to take an
order, and have some choice anecdote ready; - ith their glib tongues they
tickie their customners into good humour. They make their presence welcomc,
and their calls a necessity, just as S-ti Slick did bis cdocks. Ile neyer presscd
people to buy them; lie only asked permission to ]eave one on the miantel-
sheif; but svhen left, the householder grcw used to it, and found it hard to part
with it; and so the gossiper ivill ofttenmakec a clever salesrîan, and becomne of
pei-manient value to his employer. In a highcr grade of society lie becomes
the diner-dut, the professional brilliant taîker and retailer of smart sayings.
But, it must be admitted, tlic pleasant art of conversation is greatly lost, our
grandsons will probably sec the last of the good old conversationalists, svbom
it was a pleasutre to listen to, even thougbi tlhey did gossîp).

While men are more fond of gtissip, woen-and sve appeal to the sex
if this harsb verdict be not truc -aie more fond of scandai. 'l'le reason for
this may bc, that women are more innocent, and at the saine time more fond
of attributing motives than nien. Man knows that the îvorld is a more complex
machine than a womnan take; it to lie, therefore lie passes over a motive. and
retails only the anecdote ; but svoiuan, riot content witb pcrsonifying the story,
identifies the persons and attributes a niiotive -bence the siander. She docs it
because she is often a nincli more iii naturcd person than the maie gossip, and
aiso because bier character is the more simple. ler greater fauit arises firom
her greater virtue, just as the swvectcst wines make the most acid of vinegars.
When this tongue-stabbing, hack-biting piassion for siander lias becen once
indulged in, it grows greater and greater evcry day.

In private life it is of course impossible to stop scandai but we arc not
obliged to listen to it. If wc do, flie Lest îvay is to believe at least oniy bal.
wve hear, and when we hear a story whîchi is against anybody, if it be truef

neyer to repeat it, becauise it is charity to cover over the defccts of others ;if
it be false, then for the greater reason ]et the caltniny rest in our own bosoins.
A little good nature will go much farthcr than a great deal of' acuiteness in
bluhiting the cdge of reports. The iii nesvs, whîch travels fast, does flot travel
so fast but that it picks up somcething on its way ;and as a mere matter of
precaution to guard ourselves against deceit, wve should shut our cars against
Scandai. Queve 'do Rd'vs

LANGUAGE.

Announcemetits are frcqucnitly msade tiiat a language ivili Le tanglît iii a
very few lessons and by ant entircly ncev method - as 'a mile, these annouince-
ments are nmerely exaggcrations and it is folind that vcry littie more progress, if
any more, is made by tlie pullils than if tlbey liad foilowvcd the oid mrethods.
1 propose to give a fewv notes on tlic proper îvay of learning a language. in
order to knowv bow to learui a language it is absolutely neeessary thiat the miinci
sbouid thoroughiy appreciate the fact that language is composed of solinds and
not of letters ; further, language is under the control of the comnsunity as a
whole, and in a siînilar mariner is in a constant state of change. Therefore
the iaws of grammar change: what is riglit to-day, may Le wrong to-morrow;
so we cannot make a set of mies and say that they are unaiterable. Further,
in verity the greatest fact to remnember iii studying a language is, that it consists
of sentences and not of iècre wvords. As childremî, wvu learu our mother tongue
by stringin1g words together into sentences, and we must foilow the same plan
in order to learn foreign tongues easily and correctly. 1 venture to assert that
not ten pupils out of a hundred îvho have studied French in an Engiish school
even during tise entire course eau converse witb French people to any appre-
ciable extent. A glaring example of this las come sinder my notice iii thc
case of a pupil, who, afterJoiiryear-s' study of French and finishing Lis course
with honoters in it, cotild not string teus words together with any sort of readi-
ness. The reason of timis is that le Lad learnt a long list of isolated wvords,
Lad hurried through. différent French authors, transiating them into English,
but Lad not had one single opportunîty to apply Lis knowiedge in a practical
conversatiorial miner.

We flnd in Ollendorf's systeisis tise nearest approach to a proper nsetlod
of iearning languages, and the success of bis text-books is sufficient corrobora-
tion of this. Otiser systeîîss begiis by aialysis and gramsmatical rtîies, iîsstead
of which we shoiiid begiîî sitiî the sentences ansd not wvith tIse ivords. Anialysis
is the duty of science, wlsile practîcai education requires that we shahl Le able
to understand and nsake ourseh'es understood. WXe must Legin with tise înost
comnmon and Lest known fornîs, aîsd according as we have time, inclination or
use, devote ourselves to, tise grammatical and philological minutiS.

Suppose that we Lave iii vicw fie objeet of acquiring languages for prac-
ticai use, tise iess necd wvill sve have to know anîd study iîstrfrate or obsoiete
idioms ;tiiese may be useful ini tlic study of comparatix e pliiloiogy, Lut not
otherwise. Furtiier, it is an extieniely ditficultit îattcr to learti a dead language
in anytlsing like a proper maniner. J-Iow many are lhîc (Ven siholars. who
eau converse or tlsink ici a dead language ? Tbey are far- icss numerous than
those w-ho have an intiniate knowlcdgc of foreign living tongues, tliough this
latter ciass is by no means large in numbers. Ose mnust have a very large and
accurate knowiedgc of foreigri living tongues in order to pJrop)etly unsderstand
and use flic dcad ianguages. Witlsout tîsis, the years spent over Latiii and
Greek are w asted, and flie tinie thus spent svouid hav e been msore profitably
empioyed ini storing the rmiid with sometlsing svhicii votild Le practicaiiy liseful
to us iii after-life, and wîe couid sureiy find certaini stîdies wvlicb xvoud combine
this practical usfinesxitb that w'onderiu ni ental tiraiing "of syhicli s0
mnuch lias been spoken and written. It appears to be ratier a scîîselcss prac-
tice to devote the greater part of the educatiomi to tie study of those dead
lamîguages, Latin and Greck, aîsd to use oniy the odd intcrv is for studyimîg a
modemn language or tvo. Th'is las a deleterious cffc t upon our after efforts
to gain a conversational knoiviedge of nmodern Linguages, anîd ieads ns whoiiy
astray regarding tlice truc character of speech. Hloîveer, iii this there is the
redeeîssing featuire tlîat what littie 1,atini or (.rck is Icarrit by tlise average pupil
is forgotteis ainsost eîîtireiy afler ieaving scliooi, amui it is iiardly to Le regretted,
as the stncly of these languages alone is of very littIe l)eidiit to any one so fan
as actual life aîîd its ncsiisaie comiceri md. 'l'ie uroper îvay is to iearn
first living and aftcrward ; dead iasmacand tliîn foiiow a systerni consistent
witls sciencte ansd nsature.

WVhei a persois is able to coniverse andtii l il a toreigîl idiiii, timen le
eau study it iiiftie liglît of comparative philoiogy. 1le xviii tlîcî see tliat ail
the Il plisnoniena oif lamsgimmge," tlîomgm ;pparciîtiya iîy or comtradictory,
are subjeet to laws, and tisat sentences aind svords lave histories of' tieir owii,
anid are xvhat tisey are, for deflîseabie reasons. lii;is omie of tise nîost
interesting of studies, îquickeiig tlic imntelligensce aiid gratifying a legitinsate
curîosîty ; Lut to liegim tlie sttm(y of a lamiguage wutm ail tliese intrî( acies is
eertaiîsly absurd amsd umsatisfactory. i aving gaiiîed a k mowiedgc of' pisilologi-
cal iasvs, as Cxempsifiei iii modemn lamîguages, lie cami tison devote bis tinse to
the stcîdy of tise amîciemît tongîses, and xviii sec tisat cacis oîîe is a iinmk cioseiy
coîsmscctcd anti togetîser forni oi1e grand constinons cbiîaî tof deveiopmneît.
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THE PROBLEM 0F CANADA.

Sucs is the titie of a psamphliet just received, aisî, as the writer is informed,
very infhientiaiiy distributed by Maleolîn Nicl[cç cotf Ottawa(Biait.s)
It deserves to Le stcmdicd iîy ex ery citiz.en of flie I )tîiltiioi, f-or it cioes ini

truthi discuss tlie great. probimimî of tise future constiructioni anst management
of the ('anatlan ai4cRailxvay for the beisefut of tise Camiadiais people ansd
deveiopmeist of omir contry aisd its iiistory. 'l'ime foiituwing c'.îract is taken as
tise motto of tue b1'-/hitc, andi wici, having beem1 i wirtteis ils r1849, iiiigbt Le
Iabelied 'l i aisgers i )layed :--

"A rniicîtous sul ject [S 110V, Iii uiiglit to itle notice of i le 1,cople Pi itin. i t
olight not b lie ncglec Led tintil, pcrtiaps, a voice froi fiei Coloni al chlIdre i ci nay go forth

trociainiing ' Lt is too laie' ; foi mheîi ic (opporittnit y of ui iiing iî liou and fi iend Iy bonds
of union 'tiis wîsndroîis Emîpire on wliici tlie solar oib never sets~ ' iviii have passed away
for cver. It ks the great link, -cqliuiicd to imite ini olie p effui clin tlhe w hiole mi'glusli

race "-'a mk 1,1,î Ala'r Robert Cao m/hd- 'mt R. A',, i 849.

WLen a great enterprise isas to Le effeeted, it is pieasaiit amsd comrforting
to sec the way dlean to get it accompiished ivitisin tise tinme expected, and to do
so withotit difficuity or finaîsciai strain. \Ve liad beemi msore thais onsce assured
Ly Sir John A. Macdlonald, ii tie case of tue Canadiais Pacifit- Raiiway, ibat
cxcept iii the onse point of tlie sîsced of constructionî, wiichlî t ivas icss easy to
define, this was fairiy witbiîî the seope of the Goverunscuit carrying ont their
intention of compietiîîg tue line from tise country's owm resoîîrîes, amîd Ly
meaîîs of its own credit and lands. 0f course, when tise burden partially and
the profits eîstireiy arc sisifted to tise shoulders ansd tic pockets of xvealthy
capitalists, a sense of relief cornses to those xvho were officiaiiy responîsible for
its realization. We mutst isope thsat tise ease of' the new conditions mîîay Le
exteîîded ho ail concemned ; that is, te, the ipeople iii common witii tireir riers.

W~e hiope-and, knowving tise fernness witis wviiciî the Caîiauiiais peopsle
Lave Leen in tlie habit of asserting their rndcrstood riglîts iii tise past, eveis
if sometîmes a littie icss mnîdfi of tiseir duties, ive isciieve that the near
future xvili prove tîsat it xviii Le no easy niatten teo deprive tise ordiîsary settier
on tise fertile boit of lus froc-grant aîsd prcënîitios riglîts, or to depreciate or
dîminisis tîsose riglîts iii any way beiow their prcesrt suîbstaistial vaine ; foi-,
wbiie certainiy a iaw-abiiig people ils Canatda., ive are, as corrnpared svitl the
mother counstry, a msore democratic people, and tlic very foni of our iînstitu-
tions is msore densocratic. Tise precise Learing aîsd teîsdeîscies of tise great
nexv power proposed to, Le iîîtroduced anîongst ns lias isot yet been subjected
to mucb discussion ici hue public press, and indeed it us as y et but veny
imperfectiy comprciîended by any of us;ý but ail gîcat public questions do get


