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If the corporation is condemned, each will repudiate it. TUhe indi-

vidualist will cali it a collectivist affair -the collectivist will say it acts
irresponsibly and is flot truly collectivistic, but rather individualistic.
On the other hand, if the corporation is regarded as suçcessful, each
will dlaim it. The individualist will say : IlLook at the resuits we
gain by our mnethod." Il Excuse me," the collectivist will say, Ilit's
success is due to our method." In spite of the radical divergence of
views on such a fundamental point in theory, in practice the goverfi-
ment bas actually undertaken many enterprises, and conducts them as
national, social and collective affairs. Education, for instance, in ail
its aspects, positive and negative, preventative or reformatûry ; the

p)ostal service; in some cases canais, raiiways, telegral)h and tele-
phone systems, eiectric lighting, and other so-caiied Ilnaturai monol)-
olies," are being nationaiized or inunici pal ized-conducted by the
country as a whoie, or by county or city.

'Ihen we come to a sphere of goverfiment where the antagonism
between individuaiism and coiiectivism does not scem to be so extreme;
where goverient seemis to be a compromise betwecn the extremes in
its exercise of supcrvisory or mere]y regulative control of various pro-
fessions, as iaw, medicine and teaching ; where it regulates trade and
commerce by tariffs and copyrights and patents ; where it controls
usages bearing on health and generai weli-being in its laws regarding
(luarantine, vaccination, sanitation, etc., and probabiy under the genle-
rai demand for sanitation and hygiene we shouid include what is the
speciai probiem we are considering--the regulation or prohibition of
the traffic in and use of tobacco, opium, various poisons, and aicoholic
liquors.

It is, iii the very nature of the case, inevitable, therefore, that pro-
hibitory legisiation shouid be the meeting-point and battle-ground of
OPposing views.

An attempt bas been made to indicate, to some extent at least, the
fundamentai opposition in the attitude towards government in generai
that underiies the view of.the controversialists, so that we may see that
this opposition and conflict is not restricted to a particular class of
legislation, as is sometimes faisely supposed, but is found wherever
legisiation is proposed or enacted.

[O bjections to prodhibitory legislation wiIl lte c<nsiderC(i in the january tnunil>cr. i

acta victoriana.


