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ferry and camped close te the river rond, on one
Newbigging's farm. Their number was variously
estimated at front 450 tio 1,200 men. This testi-
niony was corroborated by the statenient of the
mnounted scoute frotta Buck's Tavcrn, and Stevens-
.ville, who returned in the evening, and went to
show that with the exception of the parties out
horse-stoaling, there had been no Feniains seen in
that direction, and was rendered certain by the
arrivai fromn Fort Brie of one ivbo had been in
their camp at six o'clock that evening. Shortly
before this; tume, however, Lt.-OoI. Booker, of HIam-
ilton, liad arrived with the l3tb battalion of voltin-
teers, and, being senior offleer, took command, and
continued the communication by telegrapb which
had been going on between Col. Peacocke and my-
self respecting the position and the strength of the
enemy, and the best rnethod of attaeking hlm.
Col. Poancocke, then at Clifton, having, about 5
p. mi., teiegraphed to me that lho hnd ordered the
International steamer up to Port Colborne, for me
te put upon ber a gun, or detachment, in erder te
patrol the river frein Fort Erie tu Ohippewa. She
net baving arrived at 10.30 p. nm., I ordored the
libb, a powerfal tug-beat, oivned by Captain Me-
Calluni, dewn from Dunville, for that purpese, in-
tending te place upon ber the Welland Battery,
,witbout guns-the men armed with Enfield rifles
-and received a reply that she would be down at
3 a. mi. the foflewing merning. This was the po-
sition cf affairs wben Capt. Akers, R. E., arrived
frcmn Chippewa, sent over by Col. Peacooke to con-
sult'and to explain Col. Peacocke's views as te the
best mode cf attack. After due consideration bc-
tween Captain Akers, Lieut. Col. Bookor, and mny-
self, a certain course was decided, arranging for
an attack in concert on that morning, and Col.
Pleaceeke was telegrapbed nccordingiy. In accord-
ance with this plan, Capt. Akers and myseif em-
barked in the tug, wbich did flot ar-rive, (Memo-
randuni-Our object in this was te ascertain defi-
nitely the position cf the onemy'.9 camp, as proui-
minary te the attack), however, tilt about 4 a. ni.,
baving been delayed in consequence ef MNr. Mc-
CaiIum wîshing te bring with him hit; naval cem-
pany frein Durrnville, and procecded dewn te re-
connoitre the river and tbe Fenian camp, arrang-
ing te meet the Port Coiborne force back nt the
railway depet. tbree miles above tlae enemy's
camp, at saeue or at the iatest half-past savon
o'clock. On or way past the village of For:t Erie,
'ie ivere breught te by the armed patrol tug boat
~fromn the United States steamer .i7rcIg~aiz, who,
on finding out who we woro, informed us that the
Fenian camp on the Newbigging farm had been
broken up at 3 a. m. thatnmoriincr, the onomy
haRving marched dewn the rivcr rond. WVe pro-
coeded down the river toe i muth of the Black
Creek, eigbt miles above Chippewa, when wo
loarncd that they bad turncd off the river te the
1wast, directly in rear cf a place calied New Ger-
Many. A moessenger was nt ence sent off te Col.
Poacocko, %ve presumed thon uncler previously
cencerted arrangement te be tlierc inoving up,
and we roturnod with; the tug in nceordance with
that arrangement te meot Col. Booker and the up-
per fore at the R. R. depet nt Fort Erie. On our
arrivaii thero wo could see or hear nething cf
theni. This was accounted for subsoquentiy -by

the fact that Lieut. Col. Bocker had reoeived, after
we left, an order from Col. Peaceoke directing hlm
off the R. R. at Ridgeway, somne eight miles above
Fort Erie, and cross the country iu order te meet
aud attnck in concert. This boing the case, pro-
snming a combined attack would be made in the
course cf the day, cf the resuit cf wbich we could
bave ne denbt, I considered, as I could net thon
join mi' proper force, that important service conld
be rondorcd by patrolling the river te intcrcept
and capture fugitives, and te prevent by everv pos-
sible means the escape acroias the river of any
large body cf the enomy. This baving beau de-
tormined on, Capt. Akers and mysaîf were engag
ed ail day in patrolliug the shcre and scouring the
wood along the river as far down as Black Creek,
arresting in ail, including six prisonorta made about
nine e'clock in the merning at Fort Eria, some 23
men. Duning the course cf the afterneon, we
iearned tbrongb some cf the prisoners that an en-
gagement had taken vlace at some point in the in-
terier. in which the Fenians had been utterly dis-
persed. This 1 was quite prepared to believe, as 1
bad from the steamer observed Col. Peacceke witb
a stron g force on bis way up froni Cbippewa turu-
ing in fi'em the river road towards New Gemmauy,
and I knew that Lieut. Col. Booker's force-was
ceming down upon him frein tbe senth. Con clud-
ing that the action ivhicb was known te have corne
off had resuited in the capture of the enemy. I re-
turned te Fort Erie about half-past fve e'clock p. mn.,

proposine te get wbat information I couid about
the position cf or treops, and te teiegraph tf>r in-
structions as te what should be doue witb the pri-
seners wbe bad ainountad ncw, ineluding thoso
takon in the village aud noighburbood during the
day, te some 60 or 65 men. Tbe numbor 1 can't
givo precisely, as 1 hod eniy got as fan as thoee
nanies given in the margin, making eut a memon-
randum of eacb case. Hlaving, in the meantime,
made up niy mind te send the priseners by tug.to
Welland gaol, 1 had the.-n brought dewn and eni-
barked there in charge cf the reeve, when the
alarm was given that tbe Fenians were entering
the town in force. In fact, the first mescengor had
bardly deiivered the news wben a second came in
te say that tbey were within a quarter cf a mile
coming dowu the street along the river. I went
ever froni tbe pior te satisfy myself, and saw themn
in numibers as 1Ijudged about 150, advancing upun
the street indicated. Suppesing thoin t e o f the
materiai and cf the sain e misenabla character, phy-
sicaliy, as the pris>uers we had been taking al
day, I tbougbt the dotachment 1 bad with the
boat, even if we had te resort te the bayonet, suffi-
cient for theni, and concluded that my duty lay ini
making a stand 'against theni. This detachinent
consisted, as befoe mentioned, cf the Welland
field battery, 54 men and three efficens, and cf a
portion, seane eightaen mon and oue officer. Ex-
clusive cf the guard over the priseners on the boat
cf the Dunuville Naval Com*pany. 1 flrst teck the
procautien te put the prisenens under batche@, nnd
thon advancing te mest the enemy about 150 yards,
drew up my littie command across tbe street. As
tbey came witbiu about 200 yards they opened lire
on us, when my detachinent, by order, flred a vol.
loy froin each cf the cempanies, upon vihich a
sevore flank fine was opened on us frein the weat,


