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accompli. The question is naturally one of great magnitude,
necessitating the expenditure of millions of dollars. At Vic-
toria it would rmean 'an outlay of about $ îo,ooo per annu.m,
as for that sum shipping could be relieved of all charges
for pilotage, port charges and sick mariners' dues. The
advantages to the port would naturally be very great, and the
local .Board of Trade have endeavored all along te keep the
malter a liye one.

In the annual report of that body for igo8, il is argued
that "there is no valid reason why the commissioners' recom-
mendation should neït be carried out, particularly inf view 0f

the fact that the Dominion Governm'ent, after an expendi-
ture of millions of dollars in constructing canais between
the Great Lakes, admits and provides all services to vessels
of aIl nations free of any charges."
Dry Dock at Esqulmait.

A larger dry dock. at Esquimaît is another object towards
which the B3oard is assiduously working. The Dominion
Government, in reply to representations made, have agreed
to'give a subsidy if a company can be formed to undertake
the work. The Board is of opinion that the dock should be
constructed by the Dominion Government, with possibly the,
assistance of the Imperial authorities,' "for no one can. fore-
see how soon it may be necessary to re-establish the naval<
base at Esquimaît, where there are ne modemn facilities 'for
dockîing modern cruisers»" Another aspect of 'the ýcase to
%vhich the Board draws attention is the fact that there is at
present no accommodation on the Canadian Pacific Coast
where repairs can be made. No time, it is urged, shoul be
lest in providinýg for such emergencies.

With regard to the genieral progress and development
of Victoria during the, past year, the various statistics bound
up 'in this report are the best indication. It is evident that
týhe port was net affected to any serious extent by the trade
.lepressions of 1907; ixteed, the increase of 8 per cent. in
bank clearings is proof of that, while the following figures
tell a similar tale-

1907. 1908.
Imnports, 12 moîîlhs to, 3Uth june.$4,252,162.00 $4,971,045.00
Exports, 12 months tO 3oth June 3,318,392.00
Customs collections, 12 months

to 3oth june ............... 1,054>507.99 1,524,785.-92
Inland Revenue, t2 months to

3oth June........... ..-. .... 210,585.94 229,656.24
Post Office, 12 months te 3oth

june (approximate> .. 67,400.00 71,500.00
Tramway, passengers carried . 3,614,787 4,237ý451
Facotors In DeysIoprnent.

At the, present' moment, while business is perhaps less
buoyant than a year ago, the general advance compared
with any previeus year is well maintained, and tlÉe prospects
are for further increases in the retumns a year hence. The
development of Vancouver Island and the opening of the
Empress hotel by the Canadian Pacific Railway Co. ; the
yearly improving steamiship service with the City, and the
extensive railroad construction in British Columbia by the
Grand Trunk Pacific axe factors which are rapidly adding,
importance te the port of Victoria.

The fishing industry bas, been generally successful dur-
ing the past season. In 1907, it may be remembered, the
salmon catch was very disippointing, a total
of only 54e5 cases, including 314,047 cases
of sockeyes being secured. In consequence, only eight: can-
neries were opened on the Fraser River last season. A seri-
eus shorta-e of labor was the main cause for the imahl
catch at northern points, where the run was generally aver-
age. The hahibut industry, which is carried on principally
by an American Cotmpany with Vancouver as their base of
operations, has been equallv successful tbis year as in the
past. the catch aggregatinge about 4o,ooo,ono pounds,
valued at $2,ooo,ooo.

TRADE WITI4 MEXICO.

Subsidized by the 'Mexican Goverinent, a -new steanship
,ervice will ýhnrt1v be estab1iýhed between Victoria, Pugzet
Soundi and California ports and the principal ports of Central
'America. TFrif-fi- 'rrangenients, h-ive beer n made with thr
Mexican Central Railway to hardle cargo under thrntigh

billineý-s to and f rom interior Dolfits in Mexico via Mitn-
zinillo. P'nd with the Tehiauntepec National for ha'ndlinig
throtw-h Eoroi)e-ii cargo.

Thie qvire t-irif a i, now in) force h)y the Pacific M\ail
pnd -Kosmoq lie.will be natie. except in sonMe iii-

iii rw " te resent ritpqý of thnqe co-niýq'P force
lsrestn tl'e At1qan tic -ind Gimlf cnatq of the United States,
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VANCOUVER, B.C.

British Amnerican Trust Co.,
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guepsntesd. Exeutora' nd Trustess. De.
vosits rsolvsd. Estates Manag*i.

.HEA OFFICE, VANCOUVER, L..
Branches: Victoria and Grand Forks, B.C..
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DOMINION TRUST ÇOO, Ltd.
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Pal-up capital - 130.000
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