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The French In Africa.
It is alinîost unnecessary to say that the operttions of the

French army iii Dahiomey are watclhed by rnany hiere with a
grcat deal of interest and their sticcess wvelconicd as ail addi-
tional step gained ini the civiliz.ation of the clark continent.
'l'le uitter disregard of humiat life, the calloustiess to humnat
suffering, the cruel treatnîent of the wvcak and sickly by the
strong wvhich exist atniong the beniglited inhabitants of the
interior of Africa, is being rapidly exposeci to the civ ilized
wvorld by just sucli enterprises as that of Colonel Dodds'
ani>'. Every mile gained in its advance and ev-ery native
towvn capt ured fromn tie cruel andi brutal Dalîomeyans, is a
point gained for lîumanity. The operations seemi to have
been conducted wvitIî vigor and intrepidity by the 1Fretichi,
wlîo ar-e dealingw~ith an enemy ltle le4s brave and regard-
less of deatlî tlutî the fanatical Arabs, who fouglit our peo-
ple so fiercely seven ycars ago. TIhe niiglit rutsh of the blacks
on thc French camp on the i9 Uî of Septeniber, niust have
been miost trying to tic steadiness and discipline of lie meni
and the sliglitest liesitat ion or sign of fear on tie part of any
of tie little cletaclrnent first engagecl, miiglît have becti the
signal for a general massacre and the ultiniatc Iritumphi
of the Dahomeyanis. 'This wvas fortunately avor(ed and now
the success of the expedition and the wiping out of the
monstrous governrnent of the African king seenîed assured.
It wvould be a singular triunîphi for the civilization of the age,

ndan incalculable boon to suifferiing, lîuinîanity if Britaini,
France and Gcrnany wvould unite foi-ces by sea and land for
a crusade on mioderni îriiiciples against ail tlie slave states
of Africa, antI a îlîorotigl subjugation of tlîe cruel and bloodv
peti:- rulers thiat stili exist thcre, even if the ent ire Wiping
out of tiiese brutal states froîîî tie face of the continent %vere
the restîlt.

Field Days and Feet.
I t was miost uîîfortunatc that bad wvcathcr necessitatcd he

postpotinent of tlîo Tlîanksgiv-ing Day patrade iii Tor-onto,
ain event whvlîi pronîiisecl to he nîost uiseful to the reginients
concerîîed iii giving them a taste of practical field mîanSeuvres
wortli a nîonth of routine parades. 'Tle elemients secnil to
conspire against that sort of thing this year, vide (lie post-
ponienient of the much-ieded sham-figlît near M'%otître.l iii
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M ay, aîîd the serious curtailmient of the practical work in-
tended at several of the camps of instruction in J une. Under
the circuinstances, Col. Otter's action iii cancelling last
Thursday's turn ouit was a thoroughly %vise onie ; in ne in-
fantry regiment in the Caîîadian service are the rr:en shod
sufficiently well to stand a parade in slush or wvater. White
the strong and 'vatertighit boots tîsed in England are for some
reason pracl.ically unobtainable hiere, andi vhile no effort is
made by the powers that he to put before the mcei a proper
wvaterproof service boot, niany conianding officers retain
the 1-I)nglishi prejuclice against thîe uise of rubbcrs on parade,
aîîd ''go foi-" the mari w-ho Nvislies to attend drill in wet
N-eatlicr and at the saine Limie avoid chances of illîîess. No
mnan cail go tlîrougli a fatiguiîîg lield day properly wvithi wet
feet, wliile tic ris< of luis taking a scî-ious cold is imminent.
The sooîeî- sorne attenîtion is diî-ected to tic matter of the
foot-wiea- of our mien, thîe better for the force iii general,
aîîd iii tlîe meantitîte the unniîcessary prejudice against the
use of rubbers iii wct wveathcr slîould vanisli. As it is nowv
nîany mniu ofteîî fail to attend par-ades iii spring aîîd fali for
tuis reason.

The Patriots of '37.
It is a good sio-n of the interest cxistiîîg througlîout the

Dominiion ini militai-y niatteî-s, to sec tue strong efforts made
to obtain sorne pi-actical recognitioni for tie services of the
surviviîig veterans Of '37 andi '38. A mnerceîîary reward-
wlîicli nay at first sight seemn to be at tlîe bottorn of tue
niîoveneît-has litile to do wiviîl . ; îîine-tenitls of the meni
wlîo have signiec the petitions ar-c iii comnfortable circum-
stances, andi the paltry stinm that iiighit be grauited (if the
181i2 penisions are .111y criterion) wvould do little more thaiî
keep a mani iii tobacco ; but the principle of recogniziîug the
ser-vices of tîtose %vho did so nîutchi tow-ards saviiig Caniada
to tlîe Britislî Crowîi 5, years ago, and cruslucd o ut rebellion
and anarciy, vi el a,'uis, aire uîudoubtedlv descrviîig of re-
cognitionb>- the British Governn-uient, if Uhc Caîiadian ex.
clieqtîer (general>- so iimîîoverished wlîeî iiiilitia grants are
required) is utiable Io allot the necessary rewvards. We are
glad to see tuait the efforts of late have bcenmînore system-
atic, and, larg-ely îliroughl tlîcieîergy of NIr. Merrill, of
Belleville, arc rapidly talcing such shape thiat definite atten-
tioni niutst sooti le given the îiatter by the autluorities. It fias
been rather siiigular tliat while all this agitation lias bcen
going on iii Ontario, littie or nloiîîig toward the saine end
lias becen donc b>' tlîc survîvors of tlie loyal volunteers %%,ho
niow reside iii tic Province of Qîîebec ; ive learni, howet-ero
duitî \ithiii tie hat few days 1Ni-. Alexandcer l)aly, 'vho
scrvcd iii tihe w-o corps duriîîg the troubles, is exerting
hinîscîf to hîave tic îiecessary petitiolîs signccl ; and we sini-
cerel>- trust that tlue niiatter \vill bc brought before a great
îiunibcr, if îîot aIl, the surviviiîg veterans iii tlîat province,
Nvitli a vie\% to obtaining their signatures, and thuis adding
additiouial wveiglit to a just anîd îîîeritoriouis deiaid on the
Crow-n.

Thli total nuîîîber of comipetitors iii tle anumal mîatchîes of
tlic I)om1inion R'ifle As socia"tion iii Sept. \vas 405. 'The
(Tor-onto) iiiilitarv district No. 2 sent tlie iiighest îîunber,
viz., 96. l-'t-clîî district No. i theret- were ; district NO. 3,
34 ; No. 4, 7i; No , j5; No. 6, 1 ; No.7 iJ ; No. 8, 3 9 ;
No. o, -8 ; No. io, 17, andI No. i 1, 2.

Emiperor Williaîii refuîses permission to flic Gernuan regu.
lar iiitary to go to tue Chîicag~o WVorld's Fair, but he wvill
permîit rctired b;tîidsiiei, iii sullicient iiuiîibers ho lorm two
bands of Iifty cadi, 10 go to Chuicago - Tlîcy are to wvear the
uîuîfornî of dhe Tliird G~renadier G.uards andi Red Hussars.
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