—

MOXNTREAL HOMEOPATHIC RECORD 9

There is no profession that sustains the
responsibility to the community as dees
that of medicine, and the carclessness or
neglect on the part of the physician will
tnvarinbly  cause endless suffering and
pain,  He must do his best, and todo the
hest costs much.  ‘I'he simple preseribing
of the supposed indicated remedy will
never suflice, Go to the bottom, learn
the trouble ap<l secure the diagnosis as
soon as postible. Be swe you are
right, then prescribe.”

ANTITOXIN  AXD HOMMJOPATHY-

Is the treatment of diphtherin with
antitoxin in accord with Synnlia?  Sovme
homaropathic practitioners seem to think
itis; but it is generally considered that
the remedy is isvpathic rather than hom-
oeopathie to this infection.  Year by year
the antitoxin treatment in diphtheria is
used more and more by physicians of all
schools, and while some still strenuously
uppuss its use, the weight of evidence
seems to be in its favor.

Homwopathie physicians  have such
strong faith in Similin that they would
come to generally use antitoxin if it could
be shuwn to act homaopathically as a cura-
tive ageut, not that they necessarily have
a prejudice against everything that does
not cure homacopathically, but rather that
the great curative ageuts do their work
along homawopathic lines, as they verily
believe

Dr. Charles H. Gatchell of Chicago,
well known to the profession as the editor
of the Medical kra, and the secretary-
elect of the American [nstituteof Homuao-
pathy, takes strong ground tha® antitoxin,
whether used subcutaneously or taken
internally, curesjdiphtheria homa vpathic
ally. Hoe brings quite an array of proof
in support of his theory, He says. Tt
has always been to me a matter of wonder
that our school has not, as vne of its ten
ets, accepted and promulgated the doc
trine early announced by Hahunemann,
that the prophylactic action of vaccine

virus in variok s bt an exemplifieation
of the law of Sumlia. Fyven the members
of the dominant school have heen quicker
to see Uns than have we.” e quotes
eminent old school authors whoe consider
the serum-therapy treatment of disense,
practically an exemphfication of Honswo-
pathy.

Dr. Gacliell then lays down the follow-
ing proposition - **The therapeutic action
of the antitoxin is an exemplifieation
of the homeopathic law of cure : it is an
instance of the application of a medical
substance to the cure of diseise according
to the indications of Similia.” Ie then
goes on to support the proposition with
*“ascertained facts.”

Dr. Gatehell’s position does not appear
to have been successfully controverted up
to this time, three years after his paper.
“The Action of the Autitoxins in the
Prevention aud Cure of Disease™ was
read before the Ameriean lustitute at
Omaha from which the above quotations
are taken. This paper of Dr. Gatehell's
was a strong one and apparently has gain-
ed credence in our school, It is printed
in full in the transactions of the Omaha
meeting of 1818, Let the profession give
it a general perusal ; it is worthy of care-
ful study.

For years 1 hive nceepted Dr. Gatehell's
theory using the antitexin subeutaneously
in my cases of proncunced diphtheria
where the well chosen remedy has not
promptly checked the disease, and in
every case the results have been all that
could be desired.

Whether we anccept Dr., Gatchiell'stheory
of the action of antitoxin or not, mahkes
no dilference, the fact rem:ans that it does
the work when used carly enough i the
disease, which is generally before the
fourth day, and when the quantity used
is sufliently great.  Aud when Inahe use
of the antitoxin in this manner to stay
and cure the dread disease, 1 comsider
that Tam still working along the lines of
Similia.  May not the wethod used in
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