TS

]
1 . . c.

[ L e
e soser

cATnoLLE

HRONICLE.

P SRR S TSP R S

_MONTREAL, FRI

RN '{E_l Wt

DAY,-Ma

S

Y 18, 1855,

e —an - ————

NO. 49

“DIARY OF THE SIEGE.. ¥
(From:Corespondents of our Londen Journals.)
' RENEWAL OF THE BOMBARDMENT.
SgpASTOPOL, Appi. 9.—This morning at day-
yreak: 1he allied batteries simultaneously opened fire
a0 the defences of Sebastopol. = Suddenly three guns
were-heard on the left towards the French lines, and
he whole line of our batteries opened at once. ‘The
colime of sound ivas not heard so great or so deaf-
uring as that of the 17th of October, and the state
of the weather rendered it quite out of the question
1o form a notion.of the gradual effect of our fire, so
| gt the most interesting portion of the day’s pro-
ceelings was lost. So thick is the atmosphere that
eren the flashes of the guns are invisible, and the
guancrs mast be firing by guesswork at the flashes of
the batteries, as. it is impossible to see more than a
few.yardsin advance. A driving sheet of rain and
2 Black Sea fog: whirl over the whole camp, which
fas already resumed the miserable aspect so well
jmown to-us of yore. Tents have been blown down,
 the'muil ks already become several inches deep, and
the ground 'so far as it is visible, looks like a black
lake, stadded with iunumerable pools of dun-colored
water, What effect this sudden change in the wea-
ther will produce on the fire of our batteries it is now
beyond my: power to say, nor am I in a position either
to judge if we have suffered any disadvantage from
it, or to form an opinion as to the relative force of
our fire compared with that of the enemy. T am now
seated in'a hut, into which the storm and rain drive
‘atevery gust.  Man or beast could not remain with-
out some shelter on such a day as this.. A!l around
s there is a dense veil of gray vapor sweeping over
the ‘ground and concealing - from sight the tents
whicki are close to our camp. The firing has slack-
ened’ considerably since twelve o’clock.” Tt is not
easp so murky 'is the sky and so strong the wind, to
we the fashes or hear the report of the Russian guns
¢ of the Irench cannon on either fank, though the
bit is within a couple of huadred yards of the enemy’s
tange’; but 'we can tell that cur batteries in {rontare
thundering ‘away continviously in-irregular -bursts, and-
are'firing some. 25, 0r"30 shotsper minute. Early in-
1be mornig they were firing from 70 or 80 shols per
minule, but, asit is'no longer necessary to press our
gunners, they have .reduced-the rate of fire.. From
the time our batteries opened till three o’clock, the.
wind blew from S. and W. and was right in the back
of our artillerymen, so that the smoke from their
guns was carried away towards the enemy, and the
smoke from the Russian embrasures was driven back
upor the men behind them; but the wind has now
veered round more to the westward, and at times
takes a little northing, so that the smoke is swept
away pretty equally from both lines of batteries to-
wards inkermann., The enemy were taken com-
pletely by surprise when we opened fire. They re-
plied, indeed, pretty briskly at once to the French
fite on gurleft, and the Flagstaff Battery and worlts
‘were manned .immediately, The Garden Buitery,
and Redan Battery, came into play soon after ‘we
opened firé, but some time elapsed before tlie Round
Tower works ‘or the Mamelon answered, and for half
an hour their guns were weakly handled. The In-
kermann - and Careening Bay batteries were almost
silent for three quarters of an hour before they an-
swered the French, batteries on our right.  The lit-
Ale. details of ‘ruin and destruction which must have
taken place after to-day’s fire could not be ascertained.
The: eye of the:painter never rested on a more ex-
traordinary efféct ; his hand rlone could have render-
ed justicé to the scene which shone out on us for a
.moment, as the sickly sun, fattened out, as it were,
between . bars. of cloud, and’ rain, seemed to have
forced its way. through the leaden sky to cast one
siraightened look on the conflict which raged below.
The plateau beneath our standing place-was. lighted
“wp by -incessant:flashes of light, and long trails of
white smoke streamed across it, spirling up in" thick
“iasses tinged ivith fire, for' a moment till they were
whirled awaiy in broader, volumes by the ‘wind. In
the .deep glow of .the parting gleam of sunset the
-only image suggested.to me calculated to convey. the
actual effect of the fire of the batteriés to our friends |
-atkome-was a. vision of .the Potteries’, district.as it is
seen at night,: all fervig with fire and pillars of smoke
wout: of'they windows: of . an -express train. . This
‘Blimpse. of theé batteries, brief ‘as it ‘was, proved ex-
Irémely sitisfactory?’ On ‘the extreme:left the French
" Datteries'wete firjiig 'with ‘edérgy on'the long line: of
. Datteries'in front of the, Joopholed wall and, on the.
Flagstaff” and; Garden Batteries which were teplying’
- very faintly. and.[eebly by, one.or-two scattered guas.
+Our leftattsek: (Greenhill’s .or Chapman’s Batteries).
. Working-withwigor 'and décisian; -was! principally - di-
; Tecting' its! e 'awainiot ‘ihe Redan' whiich. anly ansiver-
" ’Q?' by five'of sik ‘Guns’

2t

‘them - out

oDy five ok sl s which Ridl Hot 'appear to be re-
fnarkably “well served. or aimell,'"Obr  right’ attack
Giron’s Baiteries)’

ided by dbe, adranged: atlery |

and by.the French redoubts, had silenced the Mame-
lan and fired some three or four shots for evéry one
from - the Round Tower, and the Rassian batteries
to the right of the Mamelon .were voiceless. *So
much could be seen, wlhen rain-and mist set in once
more and shut out all from view, save one faint blear
of yellowish haze to the west. '

April 10.—During the whale of this morning the
firing ‘continued on our side with little intermission,
while that of the Russians was evidently slackening.
At about 4 o’clock, however, all the enemy’s lines
and batteries suddenly sprung into life and vigor.—
Volleys of from 100 to 150 guns were fired at once
from the Redan, the Flagstaff, Barrack, Garden and
Malakoff Batteries; even the Mamelon, which all
thought destroyed and untenable, fired five or six guns
in rapid succession. 'Their shot came in upen our
works like heil. On every point along our lines balls
were to be seen baunding and plunging, and shells
bursting like fireworks in the air. Never, perhaps,
was such a concentrated and destructive cannonade
witnessed since the commencement of the siege.—
All felt that if it continued two or three. hours our
works .would be levelled with the dust, s, though
both English and French kept up a terrific fire, the
enemy, in spite of our utmost efforts, gave five guns.
in reply to our one. 'The rapidity and deafening up-
roar of the fire brought all who were at Jeisure to the
front, and the oldest and most experienced artillery
officers augured very unfavorably of our taking the
fortress which could command such a. fierce cannon-.
ade... Suddenly, and in the midst of such remarks,
the enemy’s batteries made a dead pause. For nearly
a quarter of an hour not a gun was fired. The allies
kept ny their bombardment ; the French battered the’
Flagsialf and works to the left; our shal ploughed,
into the Redan and Malakoff, and our 13-inch shells
hurst in regular succession ia.the centre, of the Ma-
melon ; but not five guns did:the Russians give inre-
ply. Nearly twenly minutes. passed on their side in
tis state of unaccountable - inactirity, when,;a\gqin
suddenly the Redan and Flagstafl broke out in heavy’
volleys, and.:maintnied them.. This was at . about
five o’clock, .and.from .this time until.the fire .of; ke

Jong guns discontinved: for the. night; except by~ ocea-,
sional guns, few and far between, no other Russian

works but the Redan and Flagstafl took part in the
contest. It was difficult 1o’ nscertain the cause .of
such extraordinary manceuvres.- Beyond a couple, of
hours, at two o’clock, when the weather slightly.
cleared, it was almost impossible to..asgertain, irith
anything lilke certainty, the mischief we had done o
the' enemy’s works. From the adranced trench,
where the Guards were withis a few hundred yards,

it was rzported that the works of the Malakof,

though injured, were still perfectly defensible; that
snme guns, which were unserviceable, had been with-
drawn on one side, and that some 25 or 30 still re-
mzined in the embrasares, quite ready and fit for use.
The Mamelon also, which this moraing was almost
dismantled, had had several fresh guns placed, instead
of those which had been injured, and that altogether
te Russians were slill strong in that point.” The
weather was still thick, and matters still,_ uncertain,
when night closed in. Our lonig guns ceased firing a
little alter seven, the enemy’s about eight, ‘and. then
both Russians and allies resorted te their morfars.—
The fire of these latter was maintained all * night.—
Every five minules one of our 13-inch shells was
dropped into the Mamelon, and from the advanced
work, at the same intervals, 10 inch were thrown
into the Malakoff. 'he French directed their bombs
into the Flagstaff, and our left attack threw them
into the Redan. On the extreme left of all the
French rocket battery sent their burning missiles in
all directions except into the town; the orders to spare
that being still in full force. The eneiny replied with
mortars (rom the rear of ‘Malakoff, the Redan and
Flagstalf works ; but we were evidently two™ to one
superior to them in such ordaance. This deficiency
they accasionally compensated for by the use of “their
guns, which, when fired in volleys, .are. by no means
tobe trifled- with. The advantage of the whole
day’s fire is evidently with the. allies. ‘Whatever. is:
the reason, the enemy most certainly are notfighting
with theit usual vigor. - We have not yet- destrayed
their works—their guns are §till good "and service--
able, yet they.still continue silent under our cannon-
ade during the. greater part of the day. 1t is some-
what awful to:stand upga.the! hills _wh_:ch overlook the
town and ‘watch the progress of the nightl y-bombard-

ment. Tlie Congreve rockets Tusly from;the-French

batteries with'a deafening roar, leaving a Jight trail

of; fire behind, just sufficient to trate” the "course “of.
the missile as it darts vaguely bither and thither thro’)
the air;: settling down.at:Jast with a qud.__gra_sh, in the
Flagstafi: -This:i-vild«e’rrintic;.course.occasnonnlly.ln.ﬂd-'lf
hem - outside the: ‘Russianlines, and now and; then

forces them over éverything into the very centre of
‘the town."“From both right andI€ft the mortafs are |
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discharged ‘with a heavy painful explosion, and with
a'flash' which, even at a- distance, is almost blinding.
As'tlié dull boom shakes your very frame, you hear
thé‘shell- with a kind of  whistling roar, ‘mount higher
atid-bigher into the air, till having reached its zenith
it-descends with redoubled speed and force into the
ehemy’s works. The shock with which it strikes the
ground can be distinctly heard even in the allied
camp, followed 1n a second after by the sharp ringing
explosion, in the bright glare of which the earth is
thrown up like a'cloud. The enemy are replying to
each shot with many long guns, some mortars, but
use no rockets at all; and whenever a pause occurs
in- the cannonade, the sharp, quick rattling of the
musketry makes itself audible in the advanced trenches
till the re-commencing roar of artillery drowns all
other sounds. Such a contest is going on now, and
will go on all night and each night unti! the fown sur-
renders or is taken.

~-April 11.—At daybreak this morning the fire was
resumed by the allies and Russians, and for some
time with equal vigor on bath side. In spite of the
fire of our mortars, the enemy during the past night
haye managed to repair much of the damage which
the Mamelon - sustained, and also the works of the
Flagstaff Battery opposed to the French. TFor the
first hour of hostilities this morning ‘all the Russian
works were fought with vigor and determination, but
after that time (about half-past six) the guns round
the Malakoff and Mamelon again cessed their can-
nonade, anid from this period until late in the day
seemed perfectly indifferent to our fire. As to-day
{the weather has been fine and clear, a perfect view of
‘the whole fight could be obtained from the hills.” I
cly e -

availed myself of the change to watel the progress
of the siege for some liours, and as I had a powerful
telescope, was able to see minutely everything whieh
‘went forward in the batteries of our antagonists.—
First, then, as to the reai amount of mischief which
onr fire has inflicfed. On" the extreme left, where
‘the French are attacking, much' harm has undoubt-
‘edly been done. The Mud Fort Has received some
hard knacks, several of its guns have been dismount-
&4, and are not-yet replaced. . Still,as'a baitery, it
i perfectly defensible, and the Ryssians consider it so,
‘a§ when I'looked, and during the rest of the ‘day, it
was hotly engaged with the French, and appeared
aiving gun ‘for gun with the battery attacking it.
‘Next to this came the Flagstalf, one of the most
‘formidable’af the Russian defences, and the same
which blew up all the'French ‘batteries on the 17th
«of October last. ~ Since that attack its strength has
been increased - fourfold ; then it mounted 45, now it
mounts upwards of 160 heavy guns, at some parls in
three tiers, and at others intwo. This work has sus-
tained much damage, more perbaps than all the other
Tussian batteries put together. Its lower and more
advanted tier of guns are quite silenced. The guns
themselyes are overthrown, the embrasures destroyed,
in some ‘cases shot. quite away, and in others so dam-
aged as to-be mere piles of black earth from which
the remnants of white sandbags peep- out here and
there., " The second tier is also much knocked about
and one, or two of the guns silent, and the slopes of
the earibwork much damnged. ' Still’ this portion is
good and serviceable, and some 30 or 40 pieces of
ordnance in position in it maintained a hot cannonade,
‘The-upper tier of about 30 guns was.almoast uninjur-
ed, cerlainly none of its guns were touched. It was
into this upper tier that the French last night threw
their bonib-shelis, which of course must have: caused
much damage inside the parapet but as yet there is
no reduction of its fire. The two smaller batteries,
which flank the lower tiers of the Fiagstaff, are much
out of the'direct line of fire. They had suffered very
little, and continued to-inflict some mischief upon the
French.  One face of the Barrack’ Battery, which
adjoins’ the - Flagstaff, had béen hit hard by the
French, but was still firing. = The other two sides of
it were ‘almost unscathed, and seemed even to be
making head agninst a'French battery on’ our left,
and part of our left attack. ~ Next'to this came the
Garden Battery. Tt-sufféred: much -yesterday, but,
‘frow’its position in-rear of the othier works, the Rus-
sians have been able to repairit easily, and this morn-
ing it was dgain‘in active operation..: The Redan,
the enemy’s piice de résistance, I -regret -to say,
'shows but little ‘tokens of ‘injury. - Its front face was
considerably marked; and some three or fourof its
guns' qtilefed; but’ this was all.” Tt was’still firing 80
or 40°guns'‘a” 'minute. *The Malakoff- Tower—the
key of the whole'position;'thé point’ on which former-
Iy the eremy appeafed ‘to’concentrate’ all the vigor
‘of ‘their défeiisive énérgies-“was silent. ! It* was un--
doubtedly ilch ' injured;*and balf-the guns of - the
’éémifcir’ciﬁﬁiﬁﬂhiajfl'ei‘y 'gone; but'still -véry; very: far
from beéing. dntenable 'or jiicapablé ‘6f formidable op-|

‘position. ' Tis!two Banking - battéries;: mounting: esch:
"some '10°0 12 gunis,*were  untouched: “The Mame-
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lod Wds Yery much’injured. - Hs'parspeta ‘were mere:
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leose piles of earth and the fire of our mortars played
so direct into its centre that the enemy can only re-
tain it by an immense sacrifice of life, Tt was im-
possible to judge of the state of the enemy’s works
beyond the Mamelon except by their fire, which was
incessant, and appeared far o overpower the French
batteries opposed to them on the Inkermann beiglits.
Isurveyed the whole contest from different points for
about four hours. During the whole of that time
the Malakoff only fired five guns, the Mamelon only
three. The other batteries fired more or less, ac-
cording as the shots directed against them told well
orill ; excepling always the Flagstaff, which was hard
pressed and seemed earnest in its defence. The
French batteries engaged this latter so closely that
at least 23 per cent of their shots was not returped.
At this point our allies have a most decided superior-
ity ; so much so, that unless the enemy can repair
their own, or in a sortie destroy the Trench works,
the entire destruction of the Flagsiaff Batiery is now
certain. [lere,and wlere the French latieries at
Inkermann were getiing much the worst of it, the
firing was hottest. At the centre, the part of the
lines held by them, it was rather slack on both sides,
the Redan only now and then sending forth an awful
volley in reply to our slow, steady, continuous fire.
This portion of the day, as I have said, was bright
and clear. Every part of Sebastopol, even to the
north side, could be most distinctly seen even with
the naked eye, The works round the Malakoff were
full of soldiers, who almost treated our fire with per-
{ect contempt, founging about in the embrasures, and
scarcely moving when the shells dropped amongst
them. Some of these fellows paid for their temerity
with their lives, and the enemy then generally reta-
liated with one gun. Some of the houses in the town,
which have hitherto escaped without damage, to-day
showed distinct traces of where stray shells had falleiy.
Soldiers were in the streets apparently unceuncerned;
and a small steamer plied to-and fro across the har-
bor. On the north side of the harbor, especially on
the the Leights facing Inkermann, there were several
new and powerful batteries, which fired heavy volleys
every quarter of an hour or so. Their range, how-

| ever, was tao long, and their shét, though they reach-

ed our batteries, effected nothing. 'The enemy, be-
tween five and six o’clock this evening, again enter-
tained us with tremendous volleys from all parts of
their delences. Tt is dane, I presume as a‘bravada,
and as a genlle hint that their works are by no means
in that state of delapidation when a general assanlt on

lhe_m would be eitber sure or safe. :

April 12.—During the whele of last night the fire
of our mortars was incessant, and this morning the
long guns recommenced with renewed energy; bur,
in spite of our bombardment, the enemy had evidently
been again busy during the night, and part of, the
Flagstaff and nearly all the Mamelon embrasures
were repaired. In the former, apparently .no new
guns had been mounted, but in the latter were tivo.
The fire to-day has been much the same aa during
yesterday—viz., a well-sustained cannonade from the
allies throughout, and the enemy replying very
slackly, except from the Flagstaf and Redan.
"Occasionally, as since we first opened, nearly all their
works gave forth tremendous Volleys, almost - simul-
taneously ; but theic spirits though terrific, never
lasted above half an hour, after which two-thirds of
their lines relapsed into comparative silence. One of
our batteries on (he slopes at Inkermann, mourniting
eight sixty-eight-pounders, and which has hitherto
been masked, was opened this_morning on the flank
of the Malakoff.. But the position of this work has
been most unfortunately chosen. As it commenced
its fire it was discovered, not only that the Malakofi
.could and would reply but that1wo other of the epe-
my’s works bore [ull upon the spot. 'I'he result was,
that it had to maintain a most unequal contest, and
before twelve in the day.three of its guns were so in-
jured as to be unservizeable, and the rest of the work
seriously damaged and. the men exposed. - Accord-
ingly, the artillerymen were withdrawn, and the baj-
tery remained . silent. , Still,, before this step ,was
taken its fire bad wrought considerable mischief in
the Malakoff, shattering the chevaux-de-frise, and
abbatis, and almost destroying one part of . the_ para-
‘pet.  During the rest .of the.day: the. fighting:;, was
principally. between the Flagstaff and:-French Batte-
ries, and the Redan and our: right and. left attacke.
The Flagstaffeach 'hour seemed to suffer, more and

- more:uider the incessant cannonade of the, French,

and towards evening.its .fire . was most, considerably
slackened. . 1ts fire is.ceriainly. not now_mare . than
one-half of that which.it maintained on. the .morning
of the-9th. : Qwingto. the: much; greater . distance of
.the Redan.from. ous:works.it: has sustaiped. Jess dam-
age; butstill, our. .heavy, guns: are.evidently . teljing
-upon-it. - The:other. Russian: batteries,togk Jittle part
in. the .contest. :: Qur' own mortars:have ;heen), active
'all-day, and in’spite:of Jast night’s repairs.the Mame-~
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