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THE TRUE WITNESS AND CATHOLIC CHRONIOLE

SLADSTONE'S -SPEECH,

An Address to the Midlothian
" Committee at Edinburgh.

Defines HIs Position on the Question of
the Disestablishment of the Church
of Scotland—He Declares the Present
Parliamentary Institutions Do Neot
Meet the Demands of the Country.

LoxpoN, Sept. 27.—Mzx. Gladstone to-
day brought his visit to Mr. George
Armitstead at Black Craig Castle, near
Blairgowerie, Scotland, to a close, and
proceeded to Edinburgh. The party
arrived in Edinburgh at 6 o'clock this
evening. The admirers of Mr. Glad-
stone were out in force to welcome him,
The station was besieged, and as he
slighted from the train he was cheered
again and agein.

Mr. Gladstone’s object in visiting Edin-
burgh was to address the Midlothian
Committee, which met this evening in
Albert Hall. As soon as possible after
greeting personal friends and the com-
mittee appointed to receive him, the
party entered carriages and were driven
to the hall. It had been announced that
Mr. Gladstone would in his address to
the Committee declare the policy that
the Government intends to follow until
the next gemeral election. Great inter-
est was everywhere displayed in political
circles as to what he would have to aay
in regard to the Government’s pro-
gramme, and the hall was crowded to
the doors long before he arrived.

M. Gladstone, when he rose to speak,
was received with an outburst of enthu-
siastic cheers. He began by admitting
that he fretted justly over the progress
of measures in which he was interested,
but he held out the hope that before the
close of the year some results would be
achieved, eapecially in regard to local
government and parish councils. With
reference to the disestablishment of the
Church of Scotland, he believed that the
bill prepared by Mr. Cameron was de-
signed as a practical settlement of the
question and would open the doors for a
union of the Presbyterian communions.
He hoped that the friends of the Eastab-
lished Church would accept this chance
for & moderate settlement. -

M. Gladstone then turned to the Irish-
Home Rule bill, and spoke substantially
as follows: “In spite of all that has
been said the last eession of the
House of Commons will not have
to be recorded as a barren one.
The many days spent on the Home
Rule bill will not be without a barvest
The fact that the people’s chamber de-
liberately and advisedly passed after a
long and searching diecussion a bill of
sucﬁ vast importance, is the most signi-
ficant step in connection with the whole
_snbjsct of the -contentment, happiness
and peace of Ireland. (Cheers). The
fact is that the present parliamentary
institutions are too weak for their puaz-
poee. They overweigh and do not meet
the demands of the country.

In spite of this sacrifice of the House
of Commons during the past session
there was a legislative famine. There is
something wrong and defective in the
present institutions, The condition is
intolerable and demands the concen-
trated attention of the removal of the
defects. The evilis immeasurable. On
one hand is the nation expreasing just
demands; on the other hand are the
necessary measures to satisfy those de-
mands. But between the two there is a
great barrier, namely, the Irish question,
which has taxed the energy and mort-
gaged the time of Parliament generation
after generation asks why has this ques
tion continued to exist go long and who
is answerable for its remaining before
us?. There is only reply. The respon-
sibility rests with the House of Lords.
(Cheers). Who has the remedy in deal-
ing with this great evil 7’

Mr. Gladstone then proceeded to-re-
view the relations that have existed be-
tween the Houae of Lords and the House
of Commons since the passage of the
Reform bill in 1832. He cited three
oages in which the peers hed rejected
mesasures passed by the Commons, the
third of which was the refusal of the
Lords to pass the Home Rule bill in
1886. This measure having been rejected
by the Upper House the question was
discussed incessantly until 1892, when
the entire country returned a majority
in its favor.
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“That verdict,” contjnued Mr. Glad-
stone, “were their grounds for that re-
versal? A majority of the Lords gave
an opinion hostile to the bill, & majority
of the Commons an opinion 1n its favor
Yet it i hardly a case in which one
opinion is as good as another. The
Peers form their opinion for the masters.
They are responsible to nobody and if it
proves wrong they will neither be abused
nor made to sufler in any way.”

-“Our opinion is not solely our own, but
was formed in discussion with the na-
tion, and was given with all the author-
ity that a national verdict can confer. I
claim, therefore, that the Peers do not
stand well on their own showing. They
certainly stand worse on the showing of
their friends in the House of Commons.’
The latter set up the fantastic plea that
the people know nothing of the bill.
Necessarily it involves a multitude of
important detrils, but the exception of
the retention in parliament of the Irish
member, on which we, to the utmost
conform to the will of the people,
the country displayed no disposition
to enter 1nto detail. It was con-
tent to leave it to the discuseion of
Parliament. There could possibly be a
more frivilous pretence than the people
do not know the bill. The plea that the
Home Rule bill was insufficiently discus-
sed is equally flimsy, and the House of
Lords did well to avoid these fallacious
pretences, the adoption of which would
have shown egregious folly and want of
tact and skill, for they disposed in four
days of a bill that occupied the attention
of the House of Commons eighty-two
days. Then there is the third plea that
the Lords are entitled, indeed, I think
they say bound by duty to require a re-
ference to the country. That is not con-
stitution. The doctrine of the consatitu-
tion shows that if a responsible ministry
advises a dissolution of Parliament there
ought to be a dissolution at the risk of
the ministry and the House of Com-
mons has power which it has frequently
exarcised to force a dissolution by vote.
But no such thing has been recorded at
any period of our history as a dissolution
brought about by & vote in the House of
Lords. Such a contention is a gross, a
monstrous innovation, an odious new
fangled doctrine, and no men are fonder
of these doctrines than the maodern
Tories, except it be the modern Union-
ista. But in addition to being a new
fangled doctrine, I hold shat it is nothing
less than high treason if this is to con-
tinue to be a self-governing country. But
we maske. this plea, we say if we are
punished, why should not the majority
1n the Hounse of Lords also be punished
when it miginterprets the judgment of
the country ?

Let us have fair play and no favor.
Why should the House of Lords be al-
lowed to pass off with impunity, an im-
punity which only encourages them to
repeat upon the first occasion a similar
prank to that they have just commit-
ted? Depend upon it,itis an extremely
serious matter, On thes upposition that
you could subject a majority of the Lords
to the same penal consequences as those
you can lay upon & majority of the
Commons there would be something at
loast like a prima facie case of justice
and equality, some small plea for this
plea of the House of Lords to the right
to correct the judgment of the House of
Commons and to send them back to the
country. But there is not even the
thinnest presumption of justification for
such a proceeding. That being so, we
have arrived at a very serious position,
and the grand question is, how are we to
eacape from it ?”

‘After passing reference to the intelli-
ienoe and incomparable unity of the
iberals without which the minority
would, he said, bave broken down and
destroyed the bill without sending it to
the House of Lords, Mrx. Gladstone con-
tinued : “I was not so sure when Lord
Salisbury threatend & year ago to destroy
the Home Rule bill that the Lords recog-
nized that this might involve the ques-
tion of their own independent and
respousible existence (prolonged cheers).
If it should ever happen in the vicis-
sitndes of political affairs that the
House of Lords by some acci-
dent or collateral process should
bring about a dissolution of the House
of Commons, depend upon it the people
will not consider the Home Rule Bill
alone, but will mix with it another ques-
tion in whioh the Loxds may Dbitterly
lament when its too late that they ever
raised an issue.” '
After & tribute of respect and admir-

ation for the personal qualities of the

peers as individuals, Mr. Gladstone con-
tended that abstract rights passed by
both the Lords and the Commons must
slways be exercised with the utmost dis-
cretion, if those rights are to be per-
manently reserved. On this oceasion he
said that discretion has been entirely
and’ absolutely wanting. In regard to
the manner of facing the situatiom Mr.
Gladstone said that there could not be
precured s cut-and-dried solution of the
dilemma, this was neither the time nor
the place to consider the matter. He
counselled neither violence nor vehem-
ence, all that was necessary was o quiet
determination to cling to the hope that
better counsel would prevail and induce
the House of Lords to grant to Ireland
some just satisfaction of her national as-
pirations. If the worst came, the worst
consolation that conld be oftered wonld
be to remind them of recent history and
of the vast changes of the past sixty
years, not one of which originated in
the House of Lo:ds, or was promated by
the Lords, or the existence of which on
the statute book was due to the im-
partial opinion of the Lords. To every
one of those changes the opinion of the
Honse of Lords had been adverse, al
though its manifestation might have
been pradently restrained, and might
perhaps be prudently restrained again.

“ For my part,” said Mr. Gladstone, “1
find this retrospect office nearly encour-
aging., If the nation is determined it
will not be baflled by & phalanx of 500
peers. We have the will of the country
to execute and cannot submit to the
House of Lords, although they bear high
sounding titles and sit in a gilded
chamber. -

REV. BREO. ARNOLD,

He WIIl Sti1l Be With Us.

Elsewhere we published an account of
the mass meeting held on the evening of
the twenty-sixth September, in St. Ann’s
Hall, for the purpose of passing resolu-
tions requesting thereligious anthorities
to retain the Rev. Bro. Arnold a8 Direc-
tor of St. Ann’s school. Brother Arnold
had already left for Quebec when the
meeting was held. Mr. Wm. McKay,
secreiary of the assembly, forwarded the
said resolutions to Rev. Bro. Flamien,
visitor of the Christian Brothers, and ac-
companied them with an account of the
meeting. In acknowledging receipt of
the papers, the Reverend visitor sent
Mr. McKay the following very sympath-
etic and generously worded lester, and
we are confident that its contenta will
be read with pleasure by all our readers
and with a feeling of gratitude towards
the Rev, visitor, who has so kindly and
favorably considered the case.

[TRANSLATION.}]

MoNTREAL, 30th Sept., 1898,
MR, WILLIAM MCKAY,

DEAR BIR,—On reaching our Mother House,

Cote street, this morning, 1 found your letter

of the 28th instant, addressed to me, and the

clipping from the l}nzet.t.e,whlch you sent me,

containing the account of & meeting of the

leadln%pa.rlshioners of St. Ann’s, held in their
ublio hall, on the occasion ot the removal of
ov. Brotbher Arnold-of-Jesus.

The resolution nna.nimonslﬁ adopted by that
fine meetlng, expressing the lively regret
caused by that chapge, and asking me to
rescind i, does great honor to the members of
the assembly a8 it also does honor to the
worthy reiigious that they desire to retain at
the head of their school, There 18 nothingsur-
prisicg in all that to whosoever knows the
boundiess devoledness of Brother Arnold-of-
Jesus and the generosity of the familiea in St.
Ann's parish whose chlidren were confld -d, for
8!most seventeen years, to his zealous care,

It is for this thatI felt grieved, mnyself, al
the removal, which was in consequence of Lis
advanced years and infirmlitles randered
TECOHHATY, .

But let not the good people. whom I love and
esteem In & particular manner, becomse 100
despondent; Brother Arnold Is not completely
removed from them. After having taken
some rest al Fraserville and at Quebec, he will
return to reside in Montreal, where he wlill be
intrusted with the inspection of English classes
and the visiting also, from time to tlme, of
those Ilp Quebec. These classes will reap great
benefits from his experlence, ax§l will certainly
glve even betler asalisfaction ilju in the past,
the pupils belng stirpulated by Lhe practicat
examinatlons they will pass under the direc-
tion of such an able master. Thedutiesof that
ofice will be most agreeable Lo Brother Arnold-
of-Jesus,and, I am sure, will cause him 1ess
fatigue than those of the community, which
must be followed up daily.

Moreover, the gnod parighlonersof $t, Ann’s,
who can 80 well appreclate virtue and the
8pirit of self-denial, will be happy toflnd in
Rev. Brother Prudent-of-Mary, whom they al-

ready know, a heart entirely devoted to them,
and an ardent Bpirit that will be unressrvedly
aotive in the service of their children.

Hoplng this reply will prove agreeable, I
have the honor to be, dear sir, your very hum-
ble and obedleat servant, .

BROTHER FLAMIEN, Visilor.

T —————

Some one observes that the day is lost
on which we do not share another’s sor-
rowa.. But why not his joys? Why
should there forever be this assumption

of infelicities ?

{Continued from firat png_e.)
EDITORIAL NOTES,

\\
TrE CarHoLIC SAILORS' CLUB will giv&_
on Monday, the 16th October instant, a|
grand concert for the benefit of the!

praiseworthy enterprise which has been
carried on 8o successfully all summer.
The large dramatic hall under the Jesuit
Church, on Bleury street, has been
secured for- the occasion, and some of
the beat talent of the city will take part
in a splendid programme. It is expect-
ed that His Grace the Archbishop will
be present. If so, the eailors will pre-
gent a&n address to “His Grace. The in-
calculable good which the Club hes
done singe its first opening is not only
satisfactory as to the past, but exceec-
ingly encouraging for the future. Grent
expenses have been incurred in securing
the roums, fitting them up, supplyir g
literature and furnishing the sailors with
all species of accommodations. The
members of the Club have {reely given
their time and lsbor in the cause, and
they naturally expect that the citizens
of Montreal, who owe them so much for
all the good they have done and are
doing, should lend a belping hand.
Here is a grand opportunity of alding in
this magnificent work, and we hope that
on the night of the 16th the Jesuit Ha'l
will be thronged. The programme will
appear next week.
***

GREAT social reforms are going on in
Belgium. Canon Winterer is. giving
conferences at Mons and is explaining to

the Belgians the progress and difficulti-s
of German Catholics. At Liege, Able
Naudet, & Frenchman, has been deliver-
ing very popular lectures, He is trying
to reconcile the lower classes of France
with the Church, The Abbe iz a most
eloquent man and is looked upon as &
great friend of the working classes. And
truly he is their friend in the fullest
sense of the term since heseeks not only
their temporal but also thneir spirituel
welfare. :

A YOUNG MEN'’S HaLL,

To the Editor of THE TRUE WITNESS :

DEAR Sir,—I am sending you & pamph-
let regarding the Y. M. C. A, and the in-
ducements they show in it. I am more
than strack with astonishment, since,
with our numbers, we cannot strike an
arrangement for the clubbing tagether of
the different society camps in the city of
Montreal, and get & building like them.
Surely it would Le a source of benefit,
inatead of small branches hither and
thither. Would ask your kind attention
to marked pnges in pamphlet. Surely
our Catholic Young Men's Nalional,
Literary, &c., ought to make & start. 1Is
it to be said of us: * Dum deliberamus
quando inciplendum incipere jam rerum
Jit,? leaving this for able consideration.

F.B.T. Bowex.

Montreal, October, 1893,

[This letter touches upon the subject
of an editorial that we publish this week.
—Ep. T. W]

Entertafument in St. Mary’s Hall.

A very interesting and instructive en-
tertainment was given on Wednesday
evening in St. Mary’s Hall, under the
auspices of Rev, Father O'Donnell and &
committee of gentlemen. The object
was to raise money for the effacement of
a debt contracted in establishing a par-
ochial school for boys. That the estab-
lishment of such a school was a work of
necessity is clearly evident trom the fact
that, although it is only entering upon
the second term of its existence, the
pupils number upwards of 250, The
school is taught by secular teachers and
has for its director the zealous and en-
ergetic pastor of St. Mary’s. The pro-
gramme consisted of a *' Polyopticon
trip” from Halifax to Vancouver, with
amusing incidents, such as “ The misad-
ventures of a bashful man and the
demon cat.” Professor James Wilson fur-
nished music during the evening,

—a-

The many truthful testimonialsin be-
half of Hood’s Sarsaparilia prove that
Hoop’s CURES, even when all others fail,
Try itjnow.

> .

A Simple Way to Help Poor Catholic

: .. Mlissions, .

Bave all cancelled postage stamps of
every kind and country and send them to
Rev. P. M. Barral, Hammonton, New
Jersey, U. 8. Give at once your address,
and you will receive with the necessary

explanations & nice Souvenir of Ham-
monton Missions, ., 8%a



