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CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE.

In its issue of the 17th April, 1898, the
Mail makes another of its bigotted and
unchristian attacks upon the Catholic
Church. This time the frartic organ
assails one of the sevtn sacraments-the
sacred institution tof marriage; and in
so doing it brings itself to the level of
Lemmi and the Italian Masonic infidelp,
who seek to reduce that divinely estab.
lished source of grace to the category of
civil contracts. It flie.s in the face of all
Christian principle and seeks to subject
the spiritual to the temporal, the divine
to the human, the law of God to the law
of man-in fact, God HimseIf to His
own creature. Such an editorial would
not be ont of place in a purely infidel
organ; but in a newspaper that pretends
to sone Christianity it betrays the lack
of al religinus principle in the writer
and in the journal that givese such fana-
tical and illogical conceptions to the
world.

The Mail talces occasion of Judge
Lnranger's decision in the Pichette-
Desjardins case, to make a vicious and
unprincipled attack upon the Catholic
Church in general, and the sacrament of
marriage in particular. Our readers are
familiar with the details of the case.
We will recapitulate in the words of the
Mail itself, in order that the ground
work of the flimsy structure of its falsP
argument may be the better known and
understood.

" Pichette was married five years ago,
and is the father of six children. At
confession recently hie wife declared to
Father Desjtrdins that she was a foirti
cousin to her husbnd. The zealois
priest, recognizing that the mariiage
came within the prohibited degrePs as
fixed by the Chn rch, at once set about
to enquire wlether a dispensation had
been secuired prior to the performnce
of the marriage ceremony. His exami-
nation proved to him that tiiere bad
been no dispensation, whereupon he
went to Pichette's house and announced
that te head of the family were living
in sin, that the wife wasi an infamous
wonan, and that thA chib1ren were il-
legitimate. There was but one way to
set matters right, and that was for the
offenders to acknowledge their wicked-
niess. to solicit special permission te
marry, and to eubmit to another wed-
ding."

After stating that the priest ordered
the parties to separate tuntil such time
as the error would be rectified, the Mail
continues:

" The plea of the priest was that he
was simply acting in the performance of
bis duty as a clergyman of the Roman
Cathilic Church. Juidge Loranger has
decided that Father Desijrdins certainly
used etrong languge, but that otherwise
ho was well within hie rights, and tht
Pichtte was at fault in not adnitting
his alleged sin and asking for a dispen-
sation and a new marriage."

It seems tol us that the worst side of
the case bas thus been presented. If
any fault were attached to the priest'a
conduct, it was only that of having used
some unnecessarily htreh language,
which is very natural in a man who
strives to impress tpon te unwilling an
idea of the enorinity of the danger and
sin. And even if such were the case,
the Church is in no way responsible for
the hurried utterances of any particular
individual. The judgnent, while refer-
ring to this fact, emphatically maintains
the right of the priest in so far as his
action was concerned. On this point
the judgment and the whole case pre-
sent nothing new for the well-informed
Oatbolio. The married couple had been
united in wedlock while being inside the
prohibited degrees of kindred. While
in ignorance of the absolute necessity of
a dispensation, tbey were thereby pro-
tected from all the consequences of con-
cubinage; but the moment they became
aware that their marriage vas not sacra-
Mental, were .they to continue together

they would be living in mortal sin. It
is, therefore, reasonable that they should
remain apart until the error was recti-
lied : just as necessary as that a young
couple who are engaged should live
apart until the marriage is solemnized.
This is not the special point upon which
we desire to speak. We wish to show
ihe false reasoning and wicked spirit of
the Mail as evidenced in its criticisn of
this judgment.

Thus speaks our Toronto antiCathbolic
organ:

"In this cane the ecOlesiastical powers
have asserted the superiority of the
canon iaw to the civil law. Thev main.
tain the right to separate people who,
according to the law of the land, are
blameless, and to pronouice illegitimate
children, the niarriage < f whow parents.
so far as ihe State in concerned, has Ibeen
duly licensed and is perfectly lIwful."

We will immediately quote the other
important passages in that illogical ar.
'icle, and then proeeed tu show how the
Mail distorts facts and plays ignorance
(or really is ignorant) of the true state
of the case.

" The priest may not use strong and
exagg, rated expressions, but he is quite
at liberty te proiinounce invailid in certain
cases the ceremony performed by him-
self, to destroy the reputation of both
husband and wife, and to direct the wife
to leave lier family and her home. NI)
other assoiciation lhas such powers as
those claimed and conceded to the
Church in Quebec."

The threats and predictions in the
concluding sentences of the article go
for nothing; they are unworthy of
notice-mvre " bliister, brag and bully-
ing," as was said of the Mail's friends in
Ulster. We take the foregoing quota-
tions; they furnish text enougli for
more than we have space to say upon
the subject.

In the first place, the canon law does
assert, and rightly so, its superiority
over the civil law in matters of a purely
ecclesiastical nature. Point us out the
denomination of Christianity that will
openly assert that man bas a right to
dictate laws to God. Not one would
dare to so openly blasphenie-not even
the sect to which the editor of the Mail
belonga. Yet, in practice do they not
al do so? The ecclesiastical powers do
maintain the right to ePparate those
whom the law of the land bas, in contra-
vention of the divine law, joined to-
gether. The State grants a license to
people to live in mortal bin: and the
Church of Christ has no right to say
"Thou shalt not commit adultery" or
any evil akin thereto. What kind of
Logic is that for a Christian to use ?
" The priest," says the Mail; "is quite
at liberty to pronounce invalid in cer-
tain cases the ceremonies performed by
himself." That ie false. The priest
does no such a thing; the canon law
pronounces the invalidity, and the Ordi-
nary of the diocese, ever under the
direction of Rome, decides upon the
case. As well say that a lawyer who
gives an advice to a client, pronounces
irnvalid a contract that has been submit-
ted to him for opinion. It is the law
that makes it invalid-if it be so-and
the judge that pronounces it to be nall
and void. The lawyer, like the priest,
only states what the law is on the ques-
tion.

But the grand point sought to be
made is against the Sacrament of Mar-
riage. "What God bas joined let no
man put asunder." In this case God
did not join them-it was the civil law
of man,-God could not have approved
of the union, since it became a source
of sin, and of a sin that most outrages
the purity of the soul made to the image
of God. What man had separated-as
far as the liw of God is concerned-the
Almighty, through His minister, sought

te unite in the sacred bond of true sacra- i
mental marriage.

Were the views of the Mail to be
realized the result would be disastrous
to society. The law that Christ gave to
[lis Church would be made subservient
to the law made by man; the infallible
power of the Church would be governed
by the fallible authority of God's erring c
creatures. Worse still : the mission
given by the Divine Founder of religion
would be usurped by the oflicers of a
civil power. The bond that the Clhurch
ties no man is allowed to sever; but the
knot that the civic tribunal forma is sub-
ject to be cut by that same instiLution
at any moment. The niarriage vow
would become a mere human promise
and the union of man and wife woild
lose ail the sacredness that religion has
attached to it. In the Catholic Church
there is no security so solemn and per-
fect as the marriage contract: " it is the
gift of heaven, the charm of earth, the
joy of the present, the promise of the
future, the innocence of eiijoyment, the
sanctity of passion and the sacrament ot
love." The curtain that fals over the i
holy state of wedlock hns for ils purityv
the whiteness of the mountain snowo
and for ils protection the texture of the1
minuntain adamant. The Mail, with itè
lax Christianity and ftalse moralityi
would fain invade that abode, tear the
divinity from its shrine, and strew
niisery and desecratiîn on ail sides
Wipe out the authorily of the Churcht
in the matter of sacramental wedlock.
by sulbjecting the canon to the civil law,
and you at once shatter the greatcst
bulwark of national morality, the sole
defence of womanhood, and the onlv
saftguard of trie manhood. But Chris.--
tian moîralit.y will live when the Mail is à
in oblivion.

IRIH NEWS.

Not only by its eîiturials, but aiso hy
its selections, its despatches and its cor-
respondence, are the principiles and views
of a newspaper known. Very often we
find an organ disclaiming all participa-
tion in certain prejiudices, either religious,
political, or national, and giving as an
evidence of this the imp rtial spirit in
which ils editorials are written. Yet if
we examine carefully we find that its
other columns are filled with reports and
communications that flatly contradict
such virtuous iretension. Especially is
it so in the case of newspapers that have
considerable circulation. They know
that "t.he constant drop will wear away
a Stone," and they feel that it would not
be tu their intere.t to boldly strike out
against the ideas or principles, the feel-
ings or aspirations of any one section of
their readers. Consequently, with more
or less hypocrisy they v. il their trne
sentiments under the guise of editorial
impartiality, while they hammer away
constantly by means of their other coi-
umns. IL is especially so in the case of
the Irish question that is now occupying
the attention, not only of the whole Bri-
tish Empire, but alsoof the entireworld.
Organe that do not deemu it in accsrdance
wiith their pecuîniary interests to .openly
advocate anti-Home Rule principles,
have, nevnrtheless, suîficient e.nimus to
eut out from their reporte any communi-
cations that might be favorable to
the cause of Ireland, and to give their
readers strong doses of Unionist ap-
peals.

We have particularly notiied this mode
of procedure in the different issues of
that widely circulated daily the Mon-
treal Sar. Editorially speaking, there is
no organ in Canada that can surpass the
Star in the facility and agility with
which it jtumps or stradîdlt-si a political or
national feice. On the Irish question

it deigne, now and again, to give edito-
rial expression, in soine very short para.
-raph, to some ery quaint truism, cr
some peculiar platitude; but it does not
Lake up the cudgels either for one party
>r the other. But let the reader turn to
those interesting selections of Engish,
frish and Scotch news that till up a
couple of columus of that organ, once ur
twice in the week. Skip the English
paragraphe, they have little or nothing
'o do with the prescrit issue ; come lIo
the Irish news that is retailed and rt-
hashed for the benefit of the several
thousand readers of that enterprising
naper. What spirit rune through that
coulmun ? Or raither, in what spirit are
the selections made? We would ank
tir readers, who take the Star, to kind!y

pay attention to that particular portion
,f the palper. li it they will find every
little item of news. gleined with difficiitty
fron out a mass of opposite spirited
inaragraphs, that could in any way evrve
to belittle theIrish character, te ridicule
the nationality, to undermine all confi-
dt nce in the nationdist party, and toain-
jure the cause that Mr. Gbulstne isso
valiantly defending. Anything that
-ouild be said in favor of Ulster, of Satin-
lerson, of Johnson, of BaIfour and of
Salisbury, is picked out with care and
inserted in its place; everything that
night tend to show the quiet state

(if the countitry, the sncess of the non"ce-
ful agitation for constituît.ional rights,
the sincerity of the Irish lParliamentary
party, and the advantaves that must ne-
,mpparily flow froin Home Rule, is con-

icuouîsly absent.
We <le not intend any further com-

ment. We merely draw the attention of
auir Irish Cat.holic readers to these fais
and invite them to revi attentively those
c ,lu mns in otr twinking contemporart-.
Let them take, as an example, last Wed-
npsday's Star. When they htve sotglht
in vain f.r a single item that might suv-

east a favorable impression of the Hobme
Rule cauise, let then tirn ta the extracts
from Yate's snering and bitter commut-
rications and the selpctioine frot the
Ulster orgais, and then jlndlge of hov ii-
partial antd generous the little luninary
is-towards Irish Catholics.

DURING his last illnesa, in 1849, Ifenri
Heine, the famous sceptic, spoke sIrange
and serious words to a friend who had
called to see him. Comiug from such a
mai tley should not be allowed to drop
into oblivion.

" My friend," he said, in calm tones,
believe me, it is Henri Heine who tells

vou so, that after having reflected on it
for yeairs, after having rpeconsidered and
maturely weighed what lias ben written
on this suhbject by men of alisorte, I have
reached the conclusion that there is a
God who judges our conduct, that the
soul is immortal, and that after this life
there is another, when the gond wiil be
rewarded and the wicked punished. This
is what Henri Heine says, who has so
often denied the Holy Ghost. If ever
yo have denied these grand trutlhs fling
from you these doubts and leart froin
ny example that nothing but simple
faith in God's niercy can sustain at such
a time as this."

The LateAbbe Borduas.
Rev. AIbbe Cleophas D. Bîrduas died

from consitumption at Notre Dame Hos-
pital last week. He had been adminis-
tered the hist rites of the Church in the
morning by His Grace Archbishop Fahre.
The deceased was 43 years of age and a
native of Varennes. He was ordained
in 1883 and had since been attached in
turts to the Cathedral, St. Joseph and
Notre Dame churches as leader of the
choir. The remains have to be removed
to the Cathedral on Friday evening and
the ftunersl servi- 'will be held on Satur-
day morning at 8.80,

Cincinnati and Pittsburg canitalists
who coninandS$75,000,0'0tgiS10000,Ot,
nave forned a company tot competu-te with
the Carnegieo in making armour plate.


