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" PHE PROVINCIAL SYNOD OF CON-
' NAUGIIT.

The second public Session was beld on the 25tk
ult.  The sermon was preached by 1lis T.ord_ship the
Bishop of Killala. We make the following ex-
fracls :—

Taith alone is eapable of correcting the mobility,
(e inconsistencey, the fickleness of the mind. Weknow
by fatal experience into what « labyvinth of ervors
the want of faith bas drawn and implicated, not only
Pagan philesaphy, but also aur dissenting In'ell_lren,
and, indeed, all those who, from ll‘ua days ol the
Apostles down to the present, following their proud,
deceptive hwman reason as their guide, h:n'!: _r(':fusud
to subject their necks to the sweet yoke of faith.—
Woere [ to recite a catalogue of the mere names ol
all the heresies and seets which have hitherto infestud
the Chureh of Christ, I should weary you indeed.
ANl of them, diflering as nuch frowm exch other as
they do from the oue truz Catholic Clurely, are
upited in one point ouly, and that is, in opposition to
the Catholie Chureh, just as allerrors are opposed to
truth; cud the Catholic Clureh is opposed to all he-

resivs and secis, just as truth s opposed to all er- ‘

rors.  ‘Phis wonderful diserepaney of jarring secis
and of conflictinr doctrines is the necessary resull of
the sort of rule of feith which these sectaries adopt
as their guide in matters of religion. Their rile of
faith is the Seripture interpreted by private judg-
ment.  Now, let us see 1o what consequences such
a prineiple must fead  Tiest, in ovder tat dhis priu-
ciple would be a saleand true guide fo follow in i~
ters of faith, it <hould Le necessary that the reason
of each individual, 7.e., lis private judginent, shouid

be clear enouzh to comprehend the meuning of every |

text of Seripture from Genesis to Revelation,  But
isit so? Tn thefirst place, what will become of that
unfortunate large cluss of ignorant persons in Ing-
land, Treland, and Scotland, and throughout the
world, who ean neither read ror write? liow can
the Rible, interpreted by private judgment, be a
rale of faith to them, whereas they cannot read a
single word of it? And how many of these, even
who can reat a little, scareely understand the meaa-
ing of one-sixth of the words which they read 2 The
Bible therefore interpreted by private judgment could
never have been infended by our merciful Redeemer
to be a rule of faith for ail. Secondly—In crder,
&o.. it shontd be necessary that the Scriptures should
be clear, so as that all who can read them can un-
derstand them by their private judgment.  But are
they so clear?  "The Seripture itselfl tells us not.—
St. Deter in his second  Epistle, eap. 8, ver. 16,
speaking of the Epistles of St. Paul, says of them
that ¢ in them ave certain things hard to be under-
stood, which the uplearned and uestable wrest, as
they do also the other Seriptures, to their own de-
straction.  The inspired  Apostle, St. Deter, the
Prince of the Apostles, the liead of the Church, the
Vicar of Christ, the rock on which Clirist built Llis

Church, assuves us that the Seriptures are not eleay, |
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but hard to be understood, and that the unlearned
and unstable wrest their meaning to their own de-
struction 5 and why 7 T'he same Apostle ftells us
why, and the reason is because they interpret the
Scriptures by private veason in private judgment, a
mode of interpretation expressly condemned and pro-
hibited by him, as we vead in the same epistle, i,
20, where he says—* Understanding this livst, that
no prophecy of Seripture is made by private inter-
pretation.”  Besides, any person conversant with
Scripture will see at a glance that no writings are
mowe abseure in wmany parts than the Scriplures, es-
pecially the prophetic portions of them, the Apoca-
Iypse, and other portions of them ; so that it is not
ouly the untearned, but they who in their own eyes
suppose themselves to be very learned, unluss they
are guided in their interpretation of them by the in-
faltible authority of the Church, are soon beguiled
by the glimmer of their delusive reason inte mazes of
error and contradiction.  Witness the late and pre-
sent edifying disputes in the Anglican Establishment,
the Gorham case regarding baptism, sowe with Gor-
ham maintaining that it {baptism) is not necessary
for salvation—others, cven some called Bishops,
maintaining its necessity, and the Queen in Council,
the she head of the Anglican Establishment, leaving
the controversy undecided, but promoting CGorbam.
in the meantine 10 a rich benefice.  Witness again
the dispute in parlianent, some years ago, about the
indissolubility of marriage—the then so called Arch-
bishop of '[uam, witli others, maintaining its indis-
solubility, and the parliamentary Archbishop of Can-
terbury, with others, maintaining the opposite opi-
nion of ils dissolubility, and hoth, notwithstauding
this open and public contradiction of opinisn and of
dactrine, not ouly tolerated as Bishops, and teachers,
and Doctors of the Protestant Chureh, but highly
rewarded with thousands and tens of thousands of
pounds yearly for their scandalous teachings of error
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and of heretical doctrines; for, ifl the Avehbishop of
Tuam was right, as be chanced to be, upon this
point of doctrine, it is evident that the Archbishop
of Canterbury, who held the opposite apinions, must
have been wrong, and must have taught herelical
doctrine; and yet all these learned disputants on
these all-important and vital points of doctrine quoted
Scripture, and the very sell-same texts of Scripture,
for their respective and conllicting opinions.  How,
then, can they say that the Seriptores are so clear
that every one can wlerstand them by the aid of his
freason, or by private judgmenl, when we see  these
dignitavies of w parfiamentary Church, learned in
their own eyes, deducing such opposite and coullict-
fng doctrines from the same texts af Seriptuve?—
i Must not swe say of them, in the language of St.
'Panl, « That, professing themselves to be wise, they
i become fools.””  And this must eontinue to be so as
L fonn as they refuse to submit their necls to the sweet
tyolee of faith—aslong as they refuse to he guided by
tthe nfullible authority of the Church, the pillar and
Pthe ground of trath (1st Timathy, iii., 5). against
iwhich the eates of Tlell shali never prevail—uwhicl
talways lad, and will have 1o 1he end of the world,
the lloly Ghost assisting her in her tenchings, as we
are asswred by the promises of Owr Redecmer Tesus

wind of doetrine, because they have no principle of

faith at all in the canonicity and mspiration of the
Seriplures ; because, to make an act of Divine faith,
without which “itis impossible to please God,” it
is necessary to give the full, unhesitating assent of the
mind ta the object of the act of faith—i.e.,to the truth
to he believed. Butno Protestant ean give unhesitat-
iny ascent (o the canenicity and inspiration of the
Seriptures, because he admils no infallible authority
—he is not infallible himsell, nor is his Church, as
he freely admits; if, then, the canounicity of the
Seriptures be nroposed to his belizf, according to
bis principle, be cannot be sure whether the trausla-
tien of them into the vernaenlar language, which s
put into his hands by the Ministers of lus Churel, is
correet and conlormable to the original text and ac-
curately conveys its meanings, because he believes
bis Church to be fallible. e must, therefore, to
satisfy himself of the aecuracy of the translation,
begin bis inquiry by comparing the translation with
the original, and to do this he must have a thorough

1

ro-Chaldaie, and of Latin. Ilaw few, il any, Pro-
testants have a perlect knowledge of these languages?
"o acquire it would occupy the greater portion ol
one’s life, and to institsle a comparison hetween all
the books of the Iinglish translation of the Bible,
and the sane books written in the original languages,
would necupy the remaing portion of his life, how-
ever lony it may be, and during all this time lis
mind is in doubt about the aceuracy of the (rauslu-
tion: but let me suppose that at the end of his life
he is satisficd as to its accuracy, he is only at the

to the canonicity of the Scriptuves, and whatever
the result of this inquiry may be, he can have no
certainty as to its correctness, because he is fallible
himsel?, as also his Churcly, as he admits, and there-
fore buth may bLe in ervor; and tuerefore he cannever
be sure that be has the canonical Scriptures. Now
this want of certainty is incompatible with an act of
Divine faith, which requires an unhesitating full as-
sent of the mind to the object of the act of faith, ov
to the doctrine proposed to be believed, consequently
he can make no act of faith in the canonicity of the
Scriptures placed in lis hands ; and if this be true of
the learned Protestant, who is master of Latin,
Greek, Hebrew, Syriae, Syro-Chaldaic, by a much
stronger reason itis true of the illiterate, and of
those who are merely able to spell or read imper-
feetly, Naw, if be cannot make an act of [aith in
the canonicity of the Scriptures, because be must,
according to his principles, be always in doubt about
their canonicity, much less can lie tnake an act of
faith in any ane doctrine which lie wants to prove by
any texts of Scripture, for, in the first place, he
must be in doubt whether the texts of Scripture by
which he desires to prove any doclrine is the Word
of God atall; and, in the next place, he must be in
doubt whether the tests of Scripture in question
prove to a certainty the doctrine he maiutains by
them ; for, as he and his Church are both fallible, he
can never be surce that he wnderstands them in their
right meaning, particularly as he sees that others
equally learned as himself, or perhaps more learncd,
deduce from these texts of Scripture a doctrine dil-
{erent and sometimes quitc opposed to the doctrine
which he deduces from them, e must, therefore,
be afraid that hie may be wreng in his interpretation
ol them, and wust therefore be in doubt about their
meaning, and consequently cannot make an act of
faith in the doctrine which he maintains by them, for,
as I have oflen said, an act of faith excludes all

Chirist—so long will they be tossed about by every |

unity of faith—nay, I may say they have no Divine ;

knowledge of Greek, of lebrew, of Syriac, of Sy- '

commencenent of a new inquiry, not less dulicuit as :

doubt. Oh! how pitiable is the
aut, who says that fuith alone, without good worls,
is sufficient for salvation. Yet we see that this Pro-
testant has no faitlr al all, that he lias never made,
ia.ml never ean make, an act of true Divine fuith, m-
jtil hie renounces his heresy, and becomes a member
iof the One Only T'rue, Holy Catholic, and Aposto-
Jic Church s or, to make the unenviable state of a
! Protestant clear and inlelligible in a lew words, if
the is in sto, he says the only means of obtaining
forgiveness is faith; but I bhave proved that, ac-
teording lo his own rule of faith, therefore he
ibas no means of oblaining forgiveness ol his siny
{ —melancholy consequence of separating from the
Ulrue Chareh, the pittar and the ground of theath.—
. Yet, these are the persons wlo, as St Ueter says,
14 Go about like a roaring lon, secking whom (liey
"may devour” (Ist Peter, Bth ¢.) thrusting their eor-
Lyiipt 2ad spurious versions of the Bibleinto the hands
fo!’ goov illiterate Catholics, vietims ol fainine, whow
i they may cndeavor by their bribes of money and food
i to pervert from the TFaith.  With what clear pro-
; phetie vision St. Peter foresaw and forelold these
s [alse teachers, as we read in his 2od Wpistle, 2ud ¢,
¢ Lut there were also false prophets ameny the peo-
i ple, even as there shall be among you lying feachers,
who shall bring in sects of perdition, bringing upen
thewselves swilt dastruction, and through cavetous-
ness shall they with feigned words make merelandise
of you, whosc judgment now for a long time linzereth
not, and their perdition stumbereth not.”  § carnesily
exhort you, my brethren, to be on your guard agaivgt
them, and I say to you, in the words of St. Deter,
“Besober and wateh, and resist them, strowy in
faith”’-~{or, my brethren, the crime of apostacy {rom
the Taith is a grievous, cnormous sin.  Hear the
Apostle St. Paul speaking of this sin of apostasy :—
“ It is impossible for (hose who were once illuminated,
have taxted also the beavenly gift, and were made
partalers of the Holy Ghost, have moreover tasted
the good Word of God, and are fallen away, to be
rencived ugain 1o penance, crucifying again to them-
selves the Son of God, and making Iim a wmockery.
Yor the earth that drinketh in the rain whicl comelth
often upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them
by whom it is tilled, receiveth blessiags from Gad.
But that which bringeth forth thorns and briers is
reprobate, and very near unto a eurse, whose end is
to be burnt”—(Ileb. 6th ¢.) Hear again Suint
Peter on the same subject.  1Le says— For llying
from the pollutions of the world through the know-
ledge of Our Lord and Suviour Jesus Christ, they be
agaia entangled in them and overcome, their latter
state is beeome unto them worse than the former--
for it had beew better for them not to have known
the way of justice, than after they have known il
to turn back from that hely commandiment which
was delivered to them. For that of the true pro-
verd bias luppened.  The dog is returned to his
vamit, and the sow that was washed to her wal-
lowing in‘the mire.”—(Peter, 2nd Lpistle, 2nd ¢., vv.
20, to end of chapter.) 1fear St. Paul again, ileb.,
10, . 26 v.:— For il we sin wilfully, alter having
the knowledge of the truth, there'is now feft no sa-
erifice for sins, but a certain dreadful expectation of
julgment and the rage of a fire which shall cousume
the adversaries.”  Preserve then with all possible
care this precious gem of faith, @ without which it is
impossible to please God.”  But our fuith, in order
to be acceplable to God, must have certain qualities
which T will briefly sketeh.  Ist—Tt must be simple
and humble, 2. e., we must believe the traths of reli-
wion, without being over curious to fatbom their depth
—we must believe themn on the authority of God re-
vealing them, and of the Church proposing them to
our belicf, as having been revealed by God. Our
duty is to learn from the Church the traths which
(God has revealed, and then firmly to believe them on
(he anthority of God, who cannot be deceived him-
self, as Iis knowledge is infinite, and cannot deceive
us, becauvse He is truth itself, and detests every lie
and wilful lalschood. We know that God compre-
hends thousands of truths, which soar alolt far above
our comprehension, but nothing could be more un-
reasonable than to deny these truths when revealed
by God, merely because we cannot comprehend
them 3 this would be setting up our own feeble judg-
ment against the illimitable judgment of God, and
preferring the glimmering rushlight of our _deceptn'_e
human reason to the dazzling eflulgence of the lumi-
nary of Heaven. It would be the height of intole-
rable pride and of the most stupid folly—nay, _it
would be blasphemy of the most execrable kind-—it
is tantamount to language of this sort:—You, my
God, have assured us by revelation that you are one
in substance and three persons, but I do not and eon-
not comprehend this by my reason, therefore I be-
lieve you are not telling me the truth, and I believe
my own veason in preference to your omniscient in-
tellect. 'What blasphemy ! what folly ! what diabo-
lical Luciferian pride ! We refuse to believe on the
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state of a Protest- | authority of God what God positively assures us is

| the fact, and set up our own Will-o’-the-Wisp rea-
tson 1o combat the omniscient, falseliood-hating, truth-
iloving God. Oh! prodigious folly and excerable
s blaspliemy of weal, imbecile, humag veason ! Your-
;sell and everything in vature that encompasses you is
fto you an wnfatemable mystery, and hypostatieal
tunion of your soul and body, &, ¢., of spivit and mat-
ey is incomprelensible to you; the grain of wheat
ccomnitfted by the bushandinan Lo ihe bosom of the
i.\:.oil must fivst vot before it begins to vegetate and to
{ruetily an emblem, according to 8t Paul, of lhe
tdoath and resvrreetion al your own bady.  Yet how
Cthis is wecomplished you cannet compreliend. You
| will wot, however, on that aceount, deny these truthe
Cin the naturad order, beeanse you lave the evidenes
tol your senses (o atlest theiv existence,  Why, then,
i should you deuy the existence of many teatis in the
| supernatival order, which to you are incompreben-
Psible, since you have the infathible testimony of God
Chimself to attest theiv existence T St Paul tells us
pthat faith i the evidence of things (hat appear not;
[or il they appeaved, £, e., if you had the evidenre of
“the senses Lo prave their existence, your beliet in
thenr wonld wot be faith at all; it would be only fw.
;man belief, withont merit or reward.  Our faith must
j therefore be Lumble, ready o sacrilice this under-
Ustanding to THm who sacrificed himselt for your re-
demption.  Taith is like the pillae of cloud whicl
“cnmluc(u(l the Isvaclites through the desert; it was
the pillar of cloud by day to protect them from the
scorehing vays of tie s, and a pitlar of fire by night
to guide their steps in the darkness, and to prevent
them {rom wandering away from the rvight path
which Yed them to the Land of Dromise. So it iy
with faith; when things appear to owr senses, theu
we do uot want faith, just as the Israclites fu the de-
sert did not require by day the pillar ol fire for their
guidanee, but when the darkness and obscurity of
supernatural truths and mysteries overtake us, then
Ll is that there is room and need for the exercise of
faith, which then, like a pillar of fire, conducts us
safely ‘through the niazes and perplesities of doctrines
and spinions, {ree from all ervor and deception, to
the true land of promise.  Seeondly, owr faith must
be active and working, exemplary and edifying; it
must not be a mere ddle speculative faith by whieh
we believe the truths of religion, but neglect to prac-
tice the virtues which faith commands ; faith of that
sort is wot practical, and il not practieal itis dead.
Llear the Apostle Bt James, speaking of faith of
that sort—(2 ., Id, et cetera) :—¢ What shall it
profit, my brethren, il a2 man say be hath faith, but
hath no works 3 shall faith be able to save him? No;
for evenas the bedy without the spirit is dead, so
also faith without works is dead.”  Anl what shail
it profit you, i you believe that Christ instituted the
Sacraments to mipart grace and spiritual life to your
soul, aud that Te and the Chureh command you to
veceive them? What doth it prolit a rich man to
believe that God connmands Lim 1o pive alms to the
poor, if he neglect to do the good work? What doth
it profit the voluptuary if he believe (hat there is a
Grad, and yet leads such a fife of Tuxury and sensua-
lity as il there were no God? ¢ I'hou believest,”
says Saint James,  that there isonc God : thon dost
well,  ‘Dhe devils also believe and tremble.”  What
dathi it profit you to believe in your heart all the
truts of the Catholie religion, if you are afraitd vr
ashamed to avow and profess them openly ?¥—¢ for
with the beart we believe unto justice, but with the
mouth confession is made uwnto salvation.”—(Rowm.,
10 ¢. 10 v.) 'T'o refuse to believe the traths of re-
ligion would be one of {he greatest misfurtunes, but
1o helieve these trutlis, and yet to live in such a way
as if ene did not believe them, is one of the greatest
of erimes—nay, the very greatest of all sins. Tl
best means of preserving the precious gift of faith is
fervent and assiduous prayer and frequent meditation
on its inestimable value—on the deplorable conduct
of those who have the misfortune of being born in
error, and brought up in heresy or infidelity. Ob!
we can never sufliciently be graleful to God for hav-
ing endowed ws with Ilis heavenly. gift. Let us beg
of Him wilh all the ardor of our souls to preserve to
us this theological virtue, « 'Fhe beginning of salva-
tion, the foundation and the root of all justilication.”
O God, we beseech T'hee not to inflict on our nation
that dreadful punishment, that awful and terrible
chastiment with which Thou hast ‘Thy wrath visited
those neighboring sister islands a few centuries ago.
Before then they professed the true faith inall its
purity and brilliancy, but sincz then to the present
time they have become a frightful abyss, a bottomless
pit, whence arise in the greatest abundance the thick-
est, the darkest, aud (ke mosi pernicious, vapors of
sehism, of error, of impiety, of heresy, of libertinisin,
and of licentiolsness, and an almost countless num-
ber of sects, baving no faith or religion but such as
may be dietated to each individual by his own caprice
—those nations bave enjoyed great iwealth, great.

I

|




