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the mind of man woukl be of the sume order as
the mind of God,

But the mind of & man and the mind of a child
are of the same order, Multiply the mind of 2
child, not by infinity, but by atinite quantity ; in
other words, give him the common experience
which comes with growth and it becomes the
mind of & man; multiply again the mind of o
man by u finite quantity by giving him the op-
portuiities for special research and develop-
ment, and it muy become the mind of a winer
man, but it still will remain a magnitude of the
very same order ax tho mind of a child.  lere,
if you pleane, is 0 Nautwral lao which will hold
in the spiritual world, which some others will not.
Strive us ho will, the expericnce of & man can
be nomore than finito, hix mind of itself can
approuch no nearer to God than an infinite
distance from Him, Let bim study as he will)
comprehend all human knowledge, i he can, in
his grasp,—all the sciences and all the ©* ologies,”
—and the wisdom resulting i3 not in the vrder
of its mugnitude separated from the simplicity
and ignorance of the chill,  We mny write Lhe
ratio thus:  The mind of a child is the mind of
& man, as one is to two; but the mind of man is
to the mind of Gaod, as onoe to intinity, If we
druw o moral from this, we mustsay, “ Somoe of
tho truths of rovelation are beyond man's com-
prehension, and all are beyond bis criticism.”
Yet, il God had given ws a Bible without
difficulty, man wounld reject ity arguing thus,
SO this infinite snbject had heen treated by an
intinite  Author, it would  have contained
dilliculties for my finite mind,” But, as God has
givon it to us, thy Bible docs contain diflicultios
and man makes this fact the excuse for his un-
boliol,

Now all this, of course, does not argue the
point whether tiod is the aathor of Lhe Seriptures
or nobt. Tt simply shows  that, if 5w man has so
bulievad, he neod not abandau his position be-
catso God has given him o mind,  But o word
to the Catholie. You muy see that all Old
Tostament prophecy points lorward to Christ,
or you may be blind to this faet; you muy be
ablo to reconcilo apparont discrepuncios in the
Gospel narrlives, or youw wmay nob; yoi may
find in the contomporary Assyrin monuments
agrooment or disagreement with the snered toxt ;
bue the one Ginal srgamoent for you is that the
Seriptures  are  given you by that  Church
against which the gates of hell shall nevor pre-
vail,  Bolieve the tloly Seriptures you must if
you boliove the Church; and il you take the
it you must lake it as given, Some are urg-
ing to-day that the Chureh has not detined the
truo theory of inspiration, but they cun tind no
sheltor behind such sophistry as this ; for the
Chureh has over held, what is much more im-
portant, that as the loly Seriptures eame
from  their writers they contained nothing but
truth,

In each ago of Christinnity there is some one
principle moro than another which o Uatholic
must stand for, It is always a principlo which
is opposed to - the spirit of the age, and which
takes trom him the support and the sympathy
of the world, Tt may be a principle ho is unable
suceesstully to detend  against the great onos
who oppoze it, I sop it becomes his cross,
which he must not roluso to earry,
tho Son of Maun is a continual Way of tho Crosa,
In onch ago Heis arraigned at the bar of the
world and is sonteneed todio, because tle uttors
no word in llis own dofense,  * Behold how

nmany things they  witness against Thee. And
Josus yot answored nothing.” Apain and aguin
) & b 5

the world has buried the Nazaveno and lis
doetring, only to lind that it has planted a seed
which will covor the oavth.—The Arrowe, N Y.

Tuw only way to rogenorate the world is to
do tho duty which lies nearost to us, and not to
hunt after grand, far-letehed ones for ourselves,
—Charles Kangsley,
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A FPaper
ON
“THE NECESSITY OF DISTINCTIVE
CUURCH TEACHING,”
Read by W. J. Imlach, Esq., at the Meeting of
the Middlesez Sunday-School Association, held
in the City of London, on Jan. 9th, 1894,

Mn., PrESIDENT,—AL your request, and being
desirous of assisting at these Deancry and 8.5,
Association mectings, have consented to reud a
paper and have chosen for my subject, ** The
Necossity of Distinctive Church Teaching,” be-
licving as [ do that there never has been more
need of such teaching in our Church than in the
present so-called enlightoned 19th century, in
which it is imperative that the Church should
speak out fearlessly, and thal with no uncertain
sound ; for while we have not to contend with a
Babel of languages, wo have 10 contend with
what is far worse & Babel of Religions. I'or the
United States’ consus reveals the astounding
fact that there are no less than 200 distinet re-
ligious bodics with divisions and subdivisions
among the older sec's, and numerous new de-
vices for the formation of so-called churches, all
claiming the Bible as their foundation and au-
thority for their strange creed and doctrines,
and all claiming that theirs is the troe church.
Liook also at the Babel of religions as held at
the World's Fair in Chicago, thus bringing the
Giospel of Jesus Christ to the level of heathen-
dom, The Rev. Dr. Morgan Dix, of New York,
suys on this parliament of religions, © without
impugning the motives of ity promoters, that it
was i masterpioco ol Satanic ingenuity, the
bancful influcnce of which could not be over
estimated.”  Surely all this Babel of religions
ix the rending of the Body of Christ afresh, for
God never could have intended such, as he is a
God of order and not of confusion, as witnessed
by lis rovealed Gospel in the New Testament,
through his divinely appointed and inspired
Apostles.  Knowing and  believing that the
Churchand only true Church was established on
carth by these Apostles, surely then it is the
duty of'a Branch of this Catholic Chureh if she
desires (o perpetunte these truths to be “ elear
and distinetive in hor teaching.””  For trath to
be the truth cannot be tainted with what is not
true, or it foses ity truthfulness,  So in religion
anything that deviates from the government or
doctrines of the true reveated religion of Jesus
Christ, as mude manitest through the inspired
Apostlos in the New Tostament cannot be real
and is, therofure, untrue; then isit not high time
for Churchmen, lay as well as clerical, to speak
out for Christ and His Holy Church by plain
and distinetivo teachings ? For have we not in
this 19th contury the same croods, sacraments
and teachings of Apostolic days, with ono Lord,
ono Iuith, one Baptism.” This Chureh, of
which we are privileged members by this bap-
tism, may truly boast that she has been the
custodian of theso Holy mysteries and brought
them down to our days unimpaired. Norinall
thoso conturies has she deviated from or added
one iotu to these creeds and sacraments, and
surely if they are to be handed down as pureas
wo have received them, to our children's child-
ren, it can only bo done by distine tive teachings
and precepts.  Is the Church of God not a liv-
ing organism, born on the day of Pentecost,
filled with the spirit of God, crowned by the
Llessed sacramonts, and sent forth to conquer
the world ¢ The Chureh is no aggrogation of
voluntary societics, man made and man in-
spired.  For on this day alone wo read of 3,000
being added to the Church by baptism ; it was
twelvo years after this Pentecost before the tirst
Gospol was written, and during these twelve
years tho Church was in full operation in Judes,

Asis Minor and Rome, This is to say that the
Chureh, which according to this latter day wis-
dom wus guided in its organization by the
Bible, had started off in its organic career,
without wating for & line of the Christian
Scriptures, which were the outcome of this
Apostolic Church, and which grew ahd made
conquests such a8 are unknown in these days,
for sixty years before either the Gospels or the
Apostolic writings were completed. We may
add this fuct to the foregoing that it was not
for some conturies fully decided by the early
Church that even all these words were canoni-
cul, or possessed of divine authority, and this
decision was rendered by this very Church sit-
ting in judgment on their merits. as the proper
expounder and arbiter of Holy Writ; thus the
Bible depends for its authority on the Church,
and which is uccepted by all denominations asa
true vorsion of Holy Writ , given to them
through the Catholic Church. This is not to
claim infullibility for any branch of the Church
in any age. [t simply affirms that our trust
in the Holy Scriptues as the Word of Goa must
rest upon the witness of the Chureh. Our
branch of the Catholic Church affirms this
principle in her “Sixth Article of Religion,” as
accepling these canonical Books of the Old and
New Testament, ot whose authority was never
any doubt in the Church.” I have simply in-
troduced this part of wy subject to endeavor to
show the vust importance of this Apostolic
Church that has given to the world the bless-
ings of an inspired Now Testament as the guide
and practice for God's Church militant on earth
—und assuredly requires the distinctive teach-
ing that T am here advocating.

Before coming to the main object of this pa-
per, Sunday-school work, I will refer to a few
examples only of the distinet teachings on reli-
gion so fully revealed in both the Old and New
Testamont, From the former we learn how
God ¢hose one nation out of the world to be the
keeper of His Holy Word, and to preserve the
true faith amidst heathens; only by belonging
to this nation could any one enter into direct
covenant with God's Church on earth. Begin-
ving with Abraham how distinet wore God's
instructions as to initiation of memborship into
his covenant, (corresponding with our baptism.)
Moses, again; nearly the whole of oneof his
books 1s taken up with most distinet details of
the law and commandments, received direct
from God himself on Mount Sinai —even toevery
detail of the construction of the Tabernacle and
vessels o bo used therein. It was not enough
for men of other nations, who desired to serve
God to take out of the Jewish system whut
suited them and leave the rest; they had to
take all or noue and become » part of that peo-
ple.  Not so with the socts in theso days: we
know the fate of Korah, Dathan and Abiram
for trying to croate a schism in the Jowish
Church.

Joshua, again, after he had led the hosts of
Israel over Jordan, and by order of God set up
the twelve stones as u memorial of God’s mer-
cies, said to the people, when your children ask
their fathers what mean ye by these stonos—ye
shall answer thom (as he described). Whatan
example for us in this day, that we too should
be able to give our children the answer, show-
g them what God hath done for us under the
light and life of the glorious Gospel of our Lord
and Suviour Jesus Christ,

The New Testament is fuller yot in distinct
teachings and deuouncing all error and new
tubles and doctrines —just two quotations from
St. Paul's Epistles will suffice—to the Corinthi-
ans he besceches them, that ye all speak the
sime thing, that there be no divisions among
you, see L Cor, 11, 12, 14 vs, Then, again, to
the Galatians, how strongly he denounces those
who would preach or receive any other gospel
than he had preuched to them—surely all clear
and distinet enough.,



