AND NUMISMATIC JOURNAL. [ {e]]

defying all authority, and rescuing a French half-breed
prisoner named Sayer, This was in the time of Recorder
Thom, Adam Thom, the judge, deserves a word of notice.
A native of Scotland. of large frame, great intelligence, and
strong will; he had had experience as a journalist in Mon-
treal. Sent up to establish law and order, he certainly did
his best and should have had a proper force to support him,
True, exception has been taken to his decisions, but where
is the judge who escapes that ? The old gentleman still lives,
upwards of 80 ycars of age, in London, and has scen strange
things among the Metissince his departure in 1854, Among
the leaders in this affair—and I am not now pronouncing
on the merits of the Sayer case—was onc of the ominous
name of Riel, the miller of the Seine, the father of the late
unfortunate prisoncr.  The older Riel was an agitator of
the first water. Going on with the Mctis it needs not that
I should recite to you the doings in the rebellion of 1869-
70, it was simply the out.break of the * Seven-oaks” and
“Sayer” affair again.—A too generous Government overlook-
ed the serious nature of those events, It was reserved for
what we trust may be the last manifestation of this unruly
spirit existent for three quarters of a century to show itselt
on the banks of the Saskatchewan in 1885, Louis Riel
was undoubtedly the embodiment of the spirit of unrest
and iasubordination in his race.  Tribes and peoples do at
times find their personification in one of their rumber.
Ambitious, vain, capable of inspiring confidence in the
breasts of the ignorant, yet violent, vacillating, and vindictive
the rebel chieftain has died for the turbulence of the Bois-
brules, ever their feature for the last seventy years,

As different as is the patient roadster from the wild mus-
tang, is the English-speaking half-breced from the Metis. I
have lived many yecars acquainted with this people and have
found them intelligent, and in many things much beyond
their opportunitics. So carly as 1775 the traveller, Alex-



