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da, as a political Union," %vas adoptcd. A net work of
societies was to bc spread over the country ; and care %vas to
bc taken to have theni compascd of persons known to onc
another.

On the 2d August, a IlDeclaration of the Rciormcirs of
Toronto ta their Fellaw Rcformcrs in Upper Canada," wvas
published in The C'onstitution. This document wvas virtually
a dcclaration of indepcndcncc, and it was aitcrwvards callcd
the "Declaration ofithe Indcpcndencc," of Uppcr Canada, but
there is reason to doubt wvhether its purport %vas fully under-
stood cvcn by ail who signed it.

The sevcral engagements which took place bctwccn the
insurrcctionists and the loyalists, and the final and conipicte
victory gaincd by tilt latter arc now matters af history.

There is however onc scene in which McKcnzic taok
part, not sa gcncrally kinown. Thc cfrart made ta cstablish
himself upon Navy Island, wvas prabably. onc ai his most
daring as wvcl1 as unsucccssful undcrtakcings.

This Island, awarded ta England by thc Trcaty af Ghcent,
is situatcd in thc Niagara River, a shart distancc above the
ivarld-recnowncd cataract. A swift current swveeps pabt the
island on cithcr side, on its way ta thc vast abyss bclowv
but its navigation is practicablc for steamers or rowv boats.

On the Dcc. 13, 1837, iNcKcnzie wvith an Amcrican îîanicd
Van Rcnscilacr as Commander af the >alriot Armny landcd
on this island. They liad bcn led ta expect a large gather-
ing ai volunteers at Whitehavcn, ncar Buffalo, but ta their
great disappointment thc promiscd aipiv of 25o mcn, 2 pieces
ai artillery and 450 stand af amnis beside provisions and mu-
nitions of wvar, wvcrc not forthcoming and only samC 24 vOlui-
teers waitcd to accompany thcmn on their expedition for thc
liberation af the cn/vdCanadian.

Stili the leaders trustcd in the goad faith ai their fiends and
the little band taok possession ai the island an the day
named.


