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president, Major Campbell, M. P. P.
J. 0. A. Turgeon, Esq., P. E. Dos-
taler, Esq , James Logan, Esq.

~ A list of agricultural societies re-
organized under the act 20 Vie.
chap. 49. Was then put before the
Board and decided upon.

" -Resolved. —That no agricultural
society will be recognized by the
Board unless they will- send to this
Board a list of subscriptions accord-
ing to the schedule A of the above
Act, and as required by said Act.
Oan the appiication of several socies
ties asking the permission to buy
seeds with their grant, it was resol-
ved :

That the Board will allow the
agricultural societies to buy sceds
with their grant, provided they sell
them at auction to their members,
and report the sale to this Board.

Major Campbell and Mr. Watts,
the committee to whom the prize list
for this year had been referred for
revision, made their report recom-
mending that of last year unaltered.
On the application of Mr. Bruce,
respecting his fish manure, the asst.
secretary was instructed to answer
that the Board evuld take no action
respecting it, but that' the members
individnaily would be happy to
make trial of it.

The Board adjourned

(By Order)
: T. CnacNon
Asst. Secr. Board of Agriculture
Lower Canada.
Montreal February 19th 1858,

Land Drainagé—lts action
and effects.

AS a surcharge of water ‘in any
lescription of cultivable soil must at
dll times' be injurious, it becomes
absolutely necessary that it be dis-

cliarged as quickly as possible ; and
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as the amount of rainfall is different
in different portions of the-kingdom,
the means applied ‘muist have rela-
tion to the quantity to be discharged
by the drains. Consequently, in dis-
tricts where the rainfall exceeds 30
inches annuaily, the means resorted
to for its removal must be in relation.
The permeability of the soif also
forms a strong consideration : the
more retentive it is, the nearer toge-
ther must the drains be placed ; and
vice versd the greater the porosity of
the subspil. 'The depth of the drains
will depend upon the nature of the
upper soil and substratum : if ex-
ceedingly retentive, and enly slightly
peimeable, then the depth of the
drains must be compensated by the
distance betwixt them. On such soils
drains of 30 to 86 inches in depth
will be found sufficient, the distance
between varying from 15 to 20 feet ;
but when the substrata become more
permeable, the depth of the drain
should be increased, and the space
between them extended. It rarely
happens, however, that any soil af-
fected by swrface water requires
drains morc than 48 inches in depth,
or will allow a distance of more
than 30 feet apart. This may be ac-
cepted as a principle nccessary in
application, upon soils afiected only
by what is termed {op water, or such
water only as is supplied from above.
Upon the permeability or impermea-
bility of the substratuin the applica-
tion must invariably depend ; but as
many drainers contend that all soils
are more or less permeable, it may
be well at once 1¢c advert to that
point. To a certain depth it undcubt-
edly is the casc ; but frequently at 2
depth of 18 inches some of our
strongest clays beeome imperméable,
‘unless for short periods ‘after exces
sive drought, when, by their having
shrunk, fissures have been formaed by
which water becomes freely admit”
Bk e - N : Lt e 3 Sltlu’ o
ed,but which,when again staturafes
become impervious to the further, 84"



