
42 THE FARMER'S JOURNAL.

still more distant Colony of Australia, lias
alratidy acquired a higlh charauter in Lite
markets of Europe ; but there is one escilent,
tha potta, which forins so largo att item in
the food of the people, :lant to lite cuitivation
ou which, it vould lie dilicuit to attach toO
highe an iportance. \Ve trust the varieties.
the moles of cultivation: and the diseases of
Lite potatoe, will receire atl te attention
wiich its importance is the list of tIaîîût
alimeiacntra, nierit for it. 'l'le association
will not fail to:rmemter, that no esculent
hittierto discovered; is su universaily used as
an article of diet,in ail countries to wihich il
has beau inîtroduced. Even in Fratnce.
wiere the poinne de terre has. male slow
progress, it now s«ipersedes the harical and
other vegetables, containing iifnitely tmore
nutriment. The causes of ite popularity oft
the polatoe are doubîless to be found in tue

superior caIse iith which it an be prepared
for the table, in its light, palatable, and dii-
gestible properties ; snd the facility Witt
wihici il nay be cultivateid. It is a iatter
worth nîoting, in respect to titis tuber, and
tia îclt, ve recollect, was quoted by Pro-
fesser lasMes, mît a recent meeting of the
Fatners' Clubt New York, thtat thousands
of busiiels of potttoes, not of tie first quality,
have been sold this Spring in New York at
from $2 to $2¼ per busiel ; the netvliy ar-
rived imigrant cannot doa withouitt tlie pota-
to, it has aitiseptic qualihes, wlich ara in-
valable atura sea voyage, and those Who
have been accustoined to it, can ill forego its
use, or adopt a substitite.

General Beaison, who couaminanded at St.
Helena, ansd vhoe as enot iinvilling to titrn)
bis sword, for the nonce, into a i ploughsiunre,
ut the sugestion of tue Royal Agricultural
Society, experimîîented largely, anîd tinder
favorable circumtstances of soil atid clinate,
in Liteu cultivation o tlie poatoue. le found
tihat the depith to which ite seed should bo
covered was six inchses, titat ut a greater or
less depth of covering, tli crop was smtaller
anîd ofitferior qiatlity. He also fotund tiat tue
largest atnd tmt perfect potatoes, wien used
for seu, wouid give a mtclh larger and fbier
produce thit a like .weighut ofany othter.size.
le tried the potatoe whoita, O every size,

cut into segiments, the eyes gouged out for
iasint inîg, and at every depth, but this was
Lite invariable result; oc experiment, evit
in its sti b-dirisions, iving made o a a
of groutil, su that ino objection iniglt be
raised in regard to intsuflicitnt space for tLi
tria: These experiments have been repeated
antd the result lias cotirme51i the accuracy ao
Lte obserration, bott in Lite United sqtacs ani
in Europe. A German method of cultivat
Iîg hLie lotatue %vas suggested about lte saint
ttie, andwent Lite round of the Agricultu
ral papers. It was suggested tiat iwhten tith
potatoe vie was: ne foot higit us stalk
shoidtd be pressed outwards, laid flat oui th
ground, antd coveredi vith earth, lea--ing tii
tips only exposed ; wsien these again ba
came a foot Iigh, they were pressed inward

again covered wtih nartih, leaîving the end as wvas originally intended to cover tieu frei ht
before, exposed, an tius the bending dosw froin cInrolnshire to Yo ksiire, but at the
and roverinig was aiterna tely eontiued, until preseut· Lime it only operates to comilificate
the vines blossoined, whe Lite process ias tlie calculations or corn-dealers, who of
discontinuied. it was found, under this treat- course buy according to current rates and
ient, thrat th. whole length of the stem debit inciietitalcarges wvithout reference

could bi tid to bear tubers, ati to yield to tie difflernce between the Lincolnshire
in the proportion ot three thousand to une. antd the \Vest l fiiding mîeasurcs. A t nearly
but it was foiui aIso that tie size and quali- alil te seventy-seve u markets alldedi to ite
ty of the .uber rendered theim valueless, ex- bushel is expectied to contain a given veiglt.
cept as loutit for cattle, asd the process in- A.s it selidoi happons that tihe mcasure anti
dicatedi b>' Gen. Beatson is nowv aihnitted, tie iveiglit coineidle, thte diference it mate
by ail accomliplisied agriculturists, to be Lite up artificially . hs, alow quality of wieat
very best for the production of the potatoe, which weigis only 5S lb. to i te bushiel, ust
for untlaa food. have other 5 lbi. adiled to (!act bushel to

Facts suci as t bese have a profound and bring it up to the standard of 63 lb. But no
important bearintg ipo agricutre, ani we account of this operation is tairen in the
have no doubtl the Agricultural Association officiai inspecior's returins ; thit imctionary
aid our agricultural readers will direct their recognises oniy tî.msttres, lot Weilgits ; su
atteition to ail tiat is passing in othter ilids, tiat in the case just adduced, where 5 lb.
and wici nay be matie to conduce to the of wheat over and aove tlie weiglt tieu
prosperity or ou own couîtry. This sould bushel masuire wili hold has to e givent by
bu the ailms, scopie, andul object of ail suih Lthe seller te brineg il ttp to the stanidard of
efforts; and we, as publiC joUrtnaiîsts, sIhoubl ti3 lb. per blishiel, otne hutsiel in every 12al
ill ierfori ouer duty to the society, of wihichi bu.siels tins sol is aîmîitted froit Lite returns,
ve hope to be tisetil membtalers, it twe ignore, which, of course, mtakes those documents,
or omnit, ta iriiig tiese sibjects :ur.dur the pro tmao, Tahlcious. 'e inferior descrii-
notice of our readers.-lMntreal Pilot. tions of grain, sucli as beans, barley, aiid ants,

are bougit and sold in the samlle way. They
ara ailmiost uniforily sold by lte quarter

ANoMAuLtaS oF BRnTISHi GitAIN MEAtsS- of eigit ushiels. A busilel of beans of the
unEs.--The Wiichester, or Im tpîeriail blshel best qultality weigis about 66 iib. avoirdupois,
ineasure, dates as tar back as the reigt of' a isiiel of barley, 46 lb., and a busiel of
Kintg Eidgar; aid the first attempt to sectire oats 42 lb. Inferior goîtalities are made to
a tutniformieity of veigis and measue in thLe correspond to these waeiglits by increasing
country is aliost cotvtl Witte Lit coisoli- Ithe quantity. 'l'ie wliole systemt is, in fact
dation of the Saxon rule. One oflie earliest albsurd and complicated ils the fast degree,
of ostr Normnan kings (Richard 11.) ordained and a great reproaci to ouer comnercial
tihat standards of weights,and mueasures should systen. 'T'lte question ofagricultural statis-
ba keit in every cit' antd borougI in thel tics lias already entered Lite phase o prae-
kintgdoi. It is provided by Magna Charti tice, and will, probably, be soon carried out
thtat there shall be but onue weiglit and one on. at national scale ; but iuiness somtething
measure throtghout the realm ; and also by be done ini tue meantii to establisi uniformt
Lite Act of Utnion between England and grain meastres, lait tie advantages of Lite
Scotland, that unifoin weigits and mueasures statistical returns will lie iost. d idging frion
shall b uîsed trougliott Great Britain atnd the actual tendencies or the tradle, gramii oigit
F refond. Many Acts of Parlianeiit also have to be sold by weigit and nt iy neasure,
been passed to secure the saime object; yetweight being generally madteitu test ofqual-
it is still far froin being acconilihedi-" su ity. It is believed. by many of those nost
forcibly," ns Sir Etihvard Coke observes, " is conversant Witt Lie trate, tihat the itndired-
custot with the nultituîde." At eli present weiglit, is ailready used in sone of the Trish
1 tie. grain is noinisailly sold by nieasures markets, would be Lite best substitule for the
of capacity, none ptiiers being legal ; but present iimperial quarter. Entglisl paier.
still, in te great najority of cases. grain is
pratctically sold by weiglht. Tius in seventy-
seven of the market towns in England and BttEEDS Or CATTLE.

Scotland fro t which weekly corn reports At a recent agricultutral neetiig ield at
are madle, vheat is sold by the quarter ut the Boston State Ilouse, sOmne interesting

f eigit busiels. A busliel Of wieat, of good renarks, which we condense frot tlie N. E.
i quality Weiglîs abott 63 lbs. avoirilipois ; ai Fariner were mnde in reiation to the valuie
- bushel o wieat of inferior quaiity weighs of Lie diiferent prominent breeds of cattle as
Sfron 2 11b. to 5 lb. less.- In East Lincoln adapted to different purposes attd parts of
- shire 63 lb. to Lite bitshel is expecteid by the the country. ''ie reatîîrks Of SANFORD
Spurchiaser, wlio, if a corn-factor or dealer, HOWARD, wlo lias a very extensive know-
s probably sends the wavisat se oltained in tiat 1edge of the subject, and oftB. V. FiENcH,
e country ta either of it greatemporia oftLie a gentleman of imuch practical experience,
e West iding, Leeds ad Wk-efieli, wiere furnisl soue valuable hintts and state.interes-
- it is sold at the i ate of 60 lbs. to the abuniel. ting tacts:
,1.[t is believed that this difference in weigit Mr. HIowAîaD opened with a. succinct


