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i:8 M’wmers and Cbamﬁer of the Syrmu:. -

ey; they pafs at once fram tormcm to.fa-
ticty. Lovers there are ptifoners, always
watching-to deceive their Keopers, and al-
xeays alert to-feize the firft 0pponunny,

bocaute it feldom bhappens, dnd is. feop..
Joft, Secret as confpxn!ors, they copceal |

- their gaod fortune as a crime, becaufe it

' grs,.

is atterided Wwith no lefs fatal confequen-
Indiferetion can- fearcely avaid the
poinard, thé priol, or paifon. Its de-
frrullive confcquenccs to the women ren.’
der them implacable in punifhing, and to
revenge. themfelves, they are frequendly.
mors cruel than their hxfbands and their
brothers.  This feverity preferves a cpn-
fiderable degree of chaftity and decorum

_ du_the country ; butin the great towns,
whiere there are more refources for in

. .itwelve or thirteen.
«Confefled, that the.spprehenfions of liker., .

.great number of children,

trigae, as much debauchery prevails as a-

mrong us ; -only with this dirterence, that
itis more concealed.  Aleppo, Danafeus,
‘and above all, Cairo, are nat fecondin this
Fefped to our provmcx:l capitals. Young
‘glrls ace- refervsd there as every where
elfe, becaufe the difcovery of 1 love ad-
~venture would coft them their lives ; but
marricd women give themfelves up to plea-
“fure with _the more freedom, to indemnify
‘themfelves for the long and in& reflraint
(they have endured, and becaule they have

_ oftco juft reafons for revenging themicives.
“uon their-mafters,

1In fad, from the prac-
tice of pobgamy permiteed by the Koran,

‘the “Turks, in general, arc_encryvated very.

early,>and nothing 'is more comimon than
‘o hedr men of thirty com slaining of im-
potence. This is the maYady for which
chc) chiefly confult the Europeans, defi-

nng g them 1o g give théa miadjonn; by which™

-‘thcy mean- provocatives.  This infirmity
"i5'the more mortifying to them, as fierili-
ty is a rcproach among the Oricntals ;

they Rill retain for fecundisy all the e-:
fteemof “ancient—times’;
wifh you .can-make a young girl, is that

—and-the- beft

+he may foon get a, hufband, and have a
From this pre-
Judice they haften their marriages fo

'much that it is not rarc to fec: glrlu of -

«ninc or ten years old.married to "boys of
I muft however be

‘tinifm, and the feverity with which that
-wvas ‘punifhed. by the Turkifth’ .police,
-greatly contribute to thefe premature uni.
‘ons, which muft likewife be reckoned a-

' -mong the caufes of their.early impotence.

~Theignorance of the Turks vwill not fuf..

fer itfelf"to-be perfuaded on this head, and

" «they are fo irrational as to force nature, at

#be very time-their heilth is impaired by
wxcefs,:
s oran, in whachthc amorous pmphct has
‘.-lakcn care to mfcn a. pru‘*p: xnculcnung

Iy

_common caufc.
- lygamift is obliged to affume the toncof a

This is alfo to.be afcribed.to the .

| fhould. tht.] poﬂ'cfl Ahat modeﬂy,."

this prClCi of dul) Montefquiey, lhcre. :
fore,isintheright,to: \ﬂ‘xgnpolyhnmy as onc
of the caufes of depopulation in T urkey ;-
but it is one of the leant LOI’\ﬁdCI‘.’.\b]L‘ as

- there. ave few but ,the rich who allow,
-t hcmﬁ.hc

a plur.\hLy of women;. the
comman people, and elpecizlly thofe of.
the country, content themfelves with one
and perfons are fometimes to be met with,
even amongit the higher: ranks, who are..
wifs enough to imitate “their example, -
and confefs that one wife is quuc lulﬁcx-
ent,

/ What we are able to learn of the da.
miefiic lifc of the hufbands who have feve. .
ral wives, is neither calculated to make
their lot envied, ner to give a highidea of
this part of Mahomet's legiflation, Their

“houfe is a perpetual feede of tumult and

contegtion. Nothing is'to be heard but
quarrels between the different wives and’
complaints to the hufband.  The four lg-
gal marricd women complain that their,
flaves are preferred to them ; and the .
flaves, that they are abandoned: to the jeal
loufy of their miftreffes.  1f onc wife ob.
12ins a trinket-a token of favour, or per-:

. mitlion to gn tothe bath, all the others re-,

quire the fame, and league together in the
To reftore peace, the po-

defpot, and (rom.that. mdment he meets
with nothing but the fentiments of flaves,

..the appcarance of fondnefs and real ha.

tred.  In vain docs each of thefe women
protcﬂ fheloves him more than the reft;
in vaindo they fly, on his entering thed-
partments, to prefent him his pipe and hxs

“ippery, o] preparehivdinner; to- ferve-him—

his coffés  in vain, whilt hc is effemi-
pately firetched out upon his carpet, deo
they chace away the flies which incom-
mode him'; all thoft attentions and.ca-’
refles have no othcr obje@ than to prorurc
an addition to théir trinkets and movea-
bles, that if'he fould repudiate’ them,s
they may ke #ble to tsmpt another huf-
band, or find a refource in what becomes -
their own property. ‘I'hey are: “merely
courtezans, who think. ofnothq but to
firip their lover before he quits'them ; and
this lover, Jong fince dcpnvcd of dcﬁrea,
teized by feigned fondnels, and tormente

" with all the littleMnefs of faticty, is far X

from enjoying; as wermay weil 1mag3na,an ’
enviable fitvation” The conmtempt” thi
Turks cmcrt:un./for their worsen, an(cs
from this concurrcncc ‘of c;rcumnances,
and it is cwdcn:l) the effect of their owi-
ctitoms,”” For how fhould the 'women red -
tain that exclufive love; avhich” rendcrl
them moft etimable, whenfo many! nnre
in the affeétions of their hufband 2.3 :
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