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Gaston was welcome to stay in his hiouse till something turned
up: he would be lonely now without Sophin, and wanted
somebody to help in the reformation of the mujik, which he
intended to begin withoul delny,  Guston made all suitable
acknowledgments for his hospitnble offer, hinted his own un-
fitness to aseist in the revision of the mujik's morals, and
added in n penitential tone, that he congidered the post of
second-valet quite sufticient for his deserts ; but ns there were
probabllitivs of preferment to come, he requested the connceil-
lor to se¢ that mademoiselle, his dunghter, did not recognise
him in the Grodizofl palace.  The old man was much edified
by the present humility and futare prospects of his young
friend. The second-valet's plaee was speedily obtained.
Sophin was duly warned to know nothing of the new servant
and under the name of Jarques te Noir, Gaston entered on lis
humble duatics,

The office of second-valet wag not a sineenre in the house-
hold of her exeelleney.  Like most of the great Indies of that
age, half the duties of her toilet, and all her confidential
vreands, were done by the gentlemen of the chamber, which
conrtly term included the above-mentioned Jacques and his
commander, nn Halian, named Paulo, who hud been first-vulet
ever gince the princess became a widow,  Paulo did nothing
Lut eat spived mnearoni and prepuee it for himself in n private
Kitehen, which he had constructed dehind his suit of apart-
ments,  Healso kept the keys of her highness's shov-room,
and all the other rooms in which the treasures of her wardrobe
were Inid up, and a very strict eye over the second-valet, who
was expected never to go out but when sent on an errand—
then to make no delay in returniog ; to attend the bells of
the princess, her three ladies-in-waiting, her two hinir-dressers,
her secretary, and, chivf of all, Paulo, who literally scolded
him when there wos an opportunity., Of these rites and daties
the soi-disant Jacques had a full allowance, The vight bLells
rang him up st all hours. The ringers sent him to every cor-
uer of St Petersburg in all weathers, and no city in Eorope
vnjoys such n varicty of the undoubledly bad, e nte with
the serfs, he slept above the horses. The housckeeper hnd to
grt presents for not finding fanlt with him; the Inundress
tare his shirts; Paulo culled him numes in Twlian, French,
and Russ; and the entire houschold Inughed at him for hav-
ing white hands nnd cxpecting washed dishes, Tt was not a
congeninl life for a young man fond of elegance, nnd anxious
ta be romebody ; but finston kept his post for almost six
months, with the self-devotion and cndurance of a Jesuit mis-
sionary ¢ yet not the smallest thread of the Grodizoff secret
vould he unravel, If Pauly hnd any good geuces to be gained,
they were heyond the reach of his Galtiv subordinate. Al the
French seevants were new, and could tell nothing, The sccre-
tary, though grcious to a countrymun, had been long in
Russin, and spoke little except in praise of his cmployer. All
the maids were Russinns from the princess’s estates, and all
Gaston's efforls failed 2o make an impression on any of theic
hearts.  The errands they sent him were of the most com-
mouplace and overt description ; indeed, there was nothing
strange aboit the palace but that inexplicable tale. Liku
other great Russian honses of the period, its chicf apartinents
were all magnificence, its inferior ones given up {o Jdirt and
squalor.  There wns a constaut succession of festivities, and
no lack of card-tables, ut which he pot an ocensivnal view of
the princess; conspicuous by the magnitude of her hioop, her
diamuonds, aad ber imsmovable face of the narth. Sometimes,
too, he caught right of Sephia, vichly dressed, attemlded by
waiting-wormen and pages, keeping well in mind the charge
weainst recognition, yer now and then looking as if she had
not forgotten him, too,

It was wmarvellous that the poor girl’s hend was ot turned
by her sudiden transition from the old hoase with all the work
to do, the mmujik {o keep in order, and the state-councitlor in
good temper; but Sophis kept her balanee, and scemed to
make her footing sure. At the end of the first month, the
princess was boasting of the accomplishments her vouny
protégée had acquired from  the halfescore of masters and
mistresses retained for that purpose,  Before a secomd had ex-
pired, all her highness's circle voted Sophia brilliant; and
with a Frenchman's perception of such mntters, the second-
valet at length discovered that Feodor Basclovieh, one of the
Orloff family, was about to offer his hand and fortune, lands
aud peasants, at the shrine of her charis,

That was n discovery for which he had not bargained; lat
common report soon assured him of its reality,  The wenlth
and rank of young Basclovich wonld have made him n weol-
vome snitor to the best families of St, Petersburg.,  Like nost
of hisline, he was tall and handsome. The princess openly
favoured his suit, the state-councillor coneurred in the back-
ground he was expected to occupy, and evervhody agreed that
the bride-cleet must be well inclined if she were in her senses.
Gaston had observed her looking absent and thoughtful, as if
balansing something in her mind.  Was it for this he had be-
come a second-valet, answered Russian bells, and abstained
from kicking Paulo? The thought was sufficient to send o
less seusilive subject upon the rond to self-destruction. Gastou

was neating the borders of that romantic laud one evening late’

in the 8t, Petersburg winter, when the princess had given her
Inst ball before Lent. From a corner in the picture-gallery,
where he stood us if in waiting, he could see through the open
doors of the ball-room Sophia dancing the minuet de la conr
with the ¥oung welon of the Orlol line, The lady was goy
with frills of IFlanders Ince and pendents of pear! | the gentle-
man was grand in hir uniform ak a colonel of hussars. A
consciousness of their appronching alliance seemed to pervade
the company ; the princess smiled graciously on the pair; it
was afterwards remetmbered that her highness said she haped
Providence wonld permit her to wend one bride from the
Grodizoff' palace; and Gaston, like other disappointed men,
was mnking severo reflections on the fickleness, vanity, and
mercenary mind of the sex, when Paulos bell reealled him to
his humble duties.  MHe was received at the foot of the back-
slaire with the usual volley of names. A carrier from the
soutlh had just arrived, bringing, nmong sundey packages of
less value, two small easos of polished chony, which Gaston
was commanded to place on the toilets of their owners—oune
was addressed Lo the princess, and the other to Mademoiselle
Petrova,  Both were Inbelied * Pean d'er, and Gaston's Ver-
snilles educntion made him nequainted at least with the repute
of that article. In it the rank and fashion of Lhose days
put faith as a specitic ngninst all their dreaded ills, the loss of
spirits, the deeay of charms, and a thousand other evils quite
aa gerious,  Tts composition was kept a profound secrel by the
manufacturing chemists, It was Lelieved to be made only in
Parls somowhoro about the Sorbonne, and if not extracted from
the procious wmetal, it vost nearly ite weight in gold; to the

CANADIAN LLLUSTRATED NEWS.

43

vulgar cye, however, there was nothing remarkable about it
bLut a clear tasteless fluid, thicker than common water, which,
necording Lo Lhe'invariable direction on the Jubel, was to be
drunk up the moment it was opened, '

It wan n long way up to the dressing-rooms of the princess
and ber protégée : they were aituated in the eastern wing of
L_!m palnee, and at the opposite endw of a long corridor.  As
Gaston went up with the cases and his lantern into the dark-
ucss and silence of the upper flooes, which the sounds of the
festival mearcely reached, strange thoughts came over him.
Why were the cases so distinctly nddressed, and forwarded
from Paris 7 Was he carrying to Sophia’s toilet a passport to
the vaults of onr Lady of Kazan? Perhaps she meant to marry
young Basclovich 2 Well she hnd made him no promise, and
he would disappoint the princess.  Paulo's bell rang titl the
whole palnce could hiear it. He shouted on his lagging vassal
and cursed him in hig three languages, for the carrier's bringl
ings were all to be put nway ; but in her highness's own mag-
nificent dressing-room, inlaid with mirrors, and hung with
rore-coloured damask, the enrds of nddress were removed, skil-
fully trinsferred 50 a8 to lenve no trace of tampering, and the
exvhanged cases deporited on ench lady's toilet,

The ball was not over till five in the morning.  Her High-
ness and the whole houschold retired soon after,  There were
yet soine hours till the breaking of the Russian day, but it was
long i1} Gaston slept; his attic above the horses had never
gremed so full of mouning wind and creaking rafters: and
when he did steep at lust, it was to dream that he was follow-
ing Sophia's funeral arm-in-arm with Clozofl, who rehearsed to
Lim the whole history of the seven-and-twently girls as they
went, SBuddenly, his slumbers wer: broken by a soumnd of lond
and gningled cries. It was broad day, but the whole palace
seemed to be turning upside down ; there were hurrying feet
and wild lumentations, for her Siberian maid, the oldest and
most favoured, who always drew the princess’s curtains, had
found her highness seated at her toilet, us the maids had left
her duly dressed for the night in her satin pinner and lace lap-
puts, but stone-dead, and nothing to seeount for the fact—only
?n cinpty phinl, labelled ¢ Lean d'or, Iny on the carpet at her
vt

There was a preat gathering of her highness's family, and a
strict investigation cominenced, but not proceeded with § for
the same day & stranger presented himself at the gate of the
Hermitage, eraving an audience of lier mnjesty’s private secre-
tary, by whom he was conducted through one of the secret
corridors (o the imperinl closel. He wag seen to leave the
palace within an hour ; iimmedintely after the Grodizof family
received certain intimations, according to which it was pub-
licly announced that the princess had died from a stroke of
apoplexy ; that Sophin Petrova was heiress of her Finland
estates ; that the rest of the property should pass to the male
hueirs: but whoever the young lady married must take the
name und arms of Grodizoff,  After her highness had Leen
Inid with beerming pomp beside her twenty-seven protégées,
the fashionaldes of St. Petersburg mourned over the shutting-
up of her prlace for some time; but it was opened again,
though with rednced splendour; for Sophia, the heiress, mar-
ried a French nobleman, whao appeared at conrt as the Marquis
de Thienville, sent on a secret embussy from Versailles. The
princess’s papers and all the water of gold which could be
found were carried off at an early stage of the bhusiness by a
messenger from the Hermitage, Among the former were the
title-deeds of the newly purchased estate on the Vistulr,
which unce maore reverted to the crown ; and alse o prediction,

written in the old Slavoniv linguage of Russia, by one who |

called himself Viademer of Kioft, sciting forth that her high-

ness would never die except by a girl of her family, who should
inlrerit her wealth, Al enquiries fuiled to discover either the
prophet or the chemist with whom her highness had deale;

nor did time or chance throw any further light on the doings | ;] of the officers of the Guard.
of that singular and most unscrupulons lady, who is still re-

membered in the traditional gossip of 8t Petershurg by the
cquivoeal title of ¢ The Killing I'rincess,”

THE EDUCATION OF DAUGHTERS,
In these days, when so much is said, both justly and nn-
jusily, in regard to the uscless education and frivolous lives
of many of our young women, the careful and judicious

who exhibit gimilar tastes—who nlready bids fair to be the
nicest little housckeeper possible, . Xver since .she has been
old énough to understand her mission—three years at lepst '—
she hag been eager to do what she fancies is uscful to others..
She takes her tiny duster and flourishes it over the chairs and
sofns with positive results. After breakfast she demurely
gathers up the teuspoons from the. table, and thinks it very
nice to wipe them on the soft cloth after they are washed ;
nothing suits her better than to make some miniature pies,
and have them actually put upon the dinner table; with her
little broom she forestalls the servant, and sweeps down the
front-door steps before breakfast in the morning.  She putsa
particular room in order every day, and quite of her own ac-
cord has assumed 50 much the care of her father's wardrobe
that her mother will gradually be supplanted in that duty.
“ Papa, you've put on the wrong cravat,” she seriously says
some morning ; © that's your best one.” $he reminds him to
put on a clean collar and wristbands ; says, ' Why, papa, you
haven’t brushed your hat,” and herself seizes his beaver and
plics the brush, She seems to consider herself responsible for
his ncat personal appearance. Almost all little girls delight
to have some small houschold duty committed to their care ;
and if this disposition should be foster:d, instead of being dis-
couraged, as it often is, on the ground that they cannot do the
thing so well as an older person, they would, with rare ex-
ceptions, grow up with sufficient knowledge of, and interest
in, these home matters, about which, nowadays, there is so
much complaint that young ladies know little and care less.

The Hindoos, more particularly the Brahmins, certainly
have a natural ability for making grammars and dictionaries.
From a notice in the Times of [ndia of a new English-Mahratti
Lexicon, by Baba Madmanji, of Poona, it would appear that in
it he has, in an introduction, given lists of all the English
words derived from the Greek, Latin, Norman-French, Anglo-
Saxon, and Danish, and collected in groups all the English
words derived from the same root, placing first what may be
called the head of the family or group, and arranging under it
the other derivatives in alphabetical order. In England we
still have to search through many books, and rare ones, such
as the i+ Transactions of the Philological Society,” for all this
information, brought together in a popular manner by this
Mahratta Brahmin. Hisdedication is characteristically = Unto
God, the only Wise; " for whatever a Hindoo does it is, inin-
tention at least, to the glory of his God ; & Hindoo cabby before
mounting the box and taking reins and whip in hand, always
first formally prays that his driving may be to the glory of his
God. Baba Hadmanji, it would scem, isu ¢ gentle conver-
tite ™ to Protestuntism.

OLb C.ksar aAxn THE ANGEL.—There used to be a pious old
negro in Boston named Ciesar, and he was in the habit of
praying so loudly as to be heard by many of the neighbors.
On retiring for the night his petition invariably was : ¢ Lord,
send dy angel for ole Casar—ole Casar always ready.” One
evening two of his neighbors, good men, but sometimes bored
by his ¢ styie,” thought they would try him on. They took
position at his door-—and when the usual petition was made
that # the Lord would send the angel,” ¢ie Cirsar being always
ready, they knocked loudly at the door.

“ Who dar ? " said the old darkey.

“ The angel of the Lord, come for old Cazar,” was the reply.

Out went the light, a scrambling into bed was heard, and
then, in a trembling voice, that same old uncle said:

“Go way, dar! go way ! Old Cesar been dead dis ten years!’

A strange story comes from Berlin. A ballet-dancer of the
name of R—, belonging to the Royal Opera of Berlin, had got
into a quarral with the Graf von S . an ofticerin the Royal
Guard, and had insulted his adversary in the presence of seve-
But the cfficer was much too
ine a gentleman to fight & man so much beneaih him in social
stamdding ns a ballet-dancer. A duel, if it can so be called,

D was accordingly agreed on, by the terms of which the first of

© hand was to kill himself,
s several days neither Count von 8
. left-hand gloves either by night or day,

mother, in every station of life, will think seriously how she :

can best train her young duughters to a practival knowledge

of those things which will most contribute to their future |

usefulness and happiness.  Mental and moral  edueation,
knowledge of books. and accomplishments, of household
duties, and of the world at Targe, are to be combined in such
proportions as circumsiances render suitable and possible. A
voung girl may have a special taste or capacity, which she
shauld be encouraged to develap, but not to the exclusion of
atl other branches of education. And thaugh, while under
the mother's eye, perfectness may not he attained in any de-
partment, & wise training of the powers will tend towards a

Jarmonious and happy development of character and abilities

in after life, as circumstances shall require. No motber,
therefore, should excuse herseff fram giving her daughters
suitable instruction in those household duties which so much
affect the comfort of a family.  Whatever position in society
she may occupy, the knowledge thus gained, and the imper-
ceptible influence on the character, not merely of the know-
ledge itself, but of the carly impressions of its importance, are
genuinely valuable, 1t is by no means necessary to keep your
danghter in the kitchen half the time to accomplish these re-
sults; nor is it cssentinl that she should be skilled on her
marriage day in every kind of cookery, and be able to get up
o first-clusg dinner on short notice.  This should not be ex-
pected any more than that she should go to the blackboard
and unerringly demonstrate the forty-seventh proposition of
Buclid, If the elements of domestic knowledge are thoroughly
mastered, and a guitable amount of practice given in impor-
tant detnils, the intelligent girl will know how ta order her
honschold aright when fhe proper time comes, and to put her
own hand to Inbour if there be oceasion,

In regard to this matter, mothers who are themselves
genuinely interested in the proper management of their own
households, will find but little trouble if they could avail
themselves ‘of the natural imitativeness of children. The
little ones like to be useful if they sce others about them use-
ful ; they like to follow the mother about the house under
pretence of helping, though often hindering her; they enjoy
using their little hands about something that older people do;
they like, in general, to work, until falsc notions are instilled
into their minds. Wue know a little girl of six ycars—and
there are wany others in Quiet homeos all over the country

the two opponents who was seen without a8 glove on his left
It may easily be imagined that for
nor R took off their
At last the unfortu-
unte R having gone out for a walk with a young lady to
whom he was engaged to be married, his companion teased
him s¢ much about his ohstinacy in keeping his glove on that
in a fatal moment he bared his hand. Just then Count von
8 passed, accompanied by two friends, and immediately
called their attention to the fact that R had forfeited his
life. The same evening the unfortunate dancer shot himself
through the heart, in accordance with the conditions agreed
upon. :

King William of Prussia is not lavish on personal apparel,

His valet recently gave him a hint by substituting & new coat -

for one which he had worn two or three years longer than he
ought, and was thereupon simmoned {o the.royal presence.
“Where is my old coat, Jean?™ <1 have taken it away, your
Majesiy ; it is no longer fit to be worn (¢ What are you
going to do with it, Jean?™ &I helieve I am going to scll it."”
% How much do you think you will get for it?” This was
hard to answer, for no old clo' Jew in the world would have
given a shilling for the old coat.  Jean, therefore, hesilated a
moment, and then answered: ¢ I believe I shall get about a
dollar for it, your Msjesty.” The king took his pocket-book
from the table, opened it, and handed Jean a dollar.  © Here is
vour dollar, Jean,” said he. ¢ That coat is so comfortable;
bring it back to me; 1 want it yct.,”

A new cotillon figure has been inaugurated at o Parisian
ball, Two gentlemen place themselves before a lady, one of
them holding a hat.  She is presented with two balls bearing
the words ¢ Yes™ and + No.” If she votes ¢ Yes," she retains
the services of her partner; if she votes “ No,” it is & sign
that her choice has fallen on the other. This is called the
figure of the plebiscite. .

A Goon Rrisox.—A country laird, who had lately been ele-
vated to the oftice of a county magistrate, meeting the Rev.
Mr, Thom, of Govau, on horseback, attempted jocularity by
remarking that he was more ambitious than his Master, who
was content to ride upon an ass...% They canna be gotten neoo,”
said Mr, Thom, ¢ for they’re o’ made justices o’ the peace.”

Tue Betorr Ixquisitive.—Dr. Hill, an Edinburgh professor
of the last century, met in tho suburbs of the city an inoflen-
sive creature, who was generally regarded as an -imbecile.
Somewhat irritated by the creature’s intrusion on the privacy
of his walk, Dr. Hill said to him, ¢ How long, Tom, may onw
live without brains 7" #1 dinna ken,” said Tom; *how long
hae ye lived yersuel ?” : : =
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