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THE FREE PRESS.

Vou. 1] MonTREAL, BuURSDAY, 17th APriL, 1823.[No. 26.

Tu quod cavere possts, stullwm admalicre est;  TERENGE.
It is folly to admit improper charges, when they are detect-
ed aud can be prevented.

“Good night to Marmion Str. W. Scorr,

REPORT OF THE SPECfAL COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTE
* contmued.

1f, upon due consideration of the peculiar  circumstances un-

der which the decldatory statute of the I8th of His late Ma-
jesty,cap 12, was passed, and the construction which, coupied
therewrth, may be given to the couostitutional act of this prove.
wce, the duties levied under the said act of 14 Geo. 1i1. cap.
38, should, notwithstanding, have been considered hy the Ex-
ecutive, 3s at the exclusive disposal of the colonial govern-
ment, which your committee are by no meaus disposed to ad-
mit, then the balance ot £ 140,685 19. 0 as stated in the ac.
counts to have beep at the disposal ofthie legislature at the close
of the year 1816, would he correct; save such claim as che
proviuce may have for such appheation of the monies levied
under the smd ast of 14 Geo LIl cap. 88, as have not been
apphed exclusivcly for the objects for which it,was originally
iatended, the precise amount of which, for the 1easons already
meafioned, your committee have not been able to ascettaiu.

The documents referred to your committce contain a state-
ment of the netl amount of duties collected at the port of Que-
bec, from the year 1792 mclusive, to the 10th Oct. 1820, un-
der the British acts of 25 Charles 11 cap. 7, 6. Geo. 11. cap.
13, 4. Geo.Il. cap. 15, 6. Geo. I, cap. 13, 4. Geo IlL
cap. 15, 6. Geo. I1f. cap, 13, 6 Geo. LIl. cap. 52, aud 51.
Geo. 111 cap 97, amountiog to £ 38,608, sterhng, which sum
has been remitted 1o the tecarvel-gencral of His Myjesty’s cus-
tows in London, and paid into His Majesty’s exchequer ia
Great Britain, “lo be thete entered separale and apart from all
“mogics, to be reserved, to be from time to time, disposed of Ry
“parliament towaids defraying the necessary expenses of defend-
%ng, protecting, and securing the British celonies and plantations
fin America.”
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