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,fore is it gliven us by a graclous God, merci>' for tIre
asking ; 'Ho ever>' one that thirstctb corne ye to
the waters; and he that bath no mone>', corne ye
buy and cat.' Yes, Blanchard, religion can alone
procure you tbese inestimable blessings-have ».u
ever for one moment expcrienced the truth ot sy
words V 'I1 have neyer viewed religion in the ligbt
of anr eothusiast, or a fanatie ; 1 .detest aIl epecies of
cent, and the phraseology approaching to metbod-
ism, and yet 1 conceive myscîf to be a Christian in
its orthodox sense, thougb 1 eertainly ma>' not be
termed a saint,' anid his lip slightly curled. ' Ah,
my friend,' said Lindsay; ' you are nominaîlly a
,Christian, that is you mentall ' assent to the truths
of religion, without having attained a spiritual te-
ception of its power in your heart; is this sufficient,
think you? 1 will propose to you a metaphor,
%Ybicb you will comprehiend. Suppose you with an
ari> bad bcseiged a city, would it satisf>' you to,
gain only tIre outworke, while you left tIre citadel in
tbe power of thse enemy ; until tis also had surren-
dered, would you conceive youreelf victorious Il
,'Assuredly'not.' 'Then in like manner, ny friend,
will lise great God, wbo formied you for himeîf, to

bean inheritor of those glories wbich be Iras even
aacrificed bis own son tirat, you mnigbt attain, will
He bie satislled ivitb an>' thing short of your ivhole
undivided heart,-ill He deem It sufficient that you
ofier hima thre outward forme of bornage, tise lip ser-
vice-the oceasional attendance in bis temp le-at
bis altar-when your best energies, your affections,
your thoughts are exclusively devoted to, the world,
which is bis èneuuy. Aise, il not this profanation,
anrd the blacireat ingratitude-cao >'ou defend it Il
Perhaps viervieg it as you do 1 cannot, yet ii rvbat

diffiO 1 (rom thciuoands ; 1 am n ot aware tbat 1
commit an>' flagrant crimes, why amn I then con-
denined Il 'lIo it because the temptation to commit
them ma>' not have been yours, that yau are exempt
froma their taint No, Blanchard, tise moralist
plumes bimsef xpon being superior to the vices by
iývhich a poor mnan falîs, whcn it le hie refinement,
bris education, wlrich render tbem distasteful to bim ;
but will Ire bu preserved (rom tIc commission of
those which are equall>' baleful to societ>', ruinous
to hie own best interests, and sinful in tbe sig-ht of
God 1 Undoubtedly not, unlese Ilis restraining
grace checks the propenslty to evii, which is alike
spread througrhout aIl tIre (allen race oif Adam.
Worldly moralit>' is satisfled with tbe outwvard sein-
blance of good conduet, religion demands thre purit>'
oft the hcart-can you sa>' that thie is yours, or tîat
your present mode of life in ail things ià àucb that
if YOU were suddenly called te appear ln tIre pre-
seace of your maker, you are prepared Il Bien-
chard, shrank 1rom tIhe earnest gaze of thc young
rrdtr, un be uttered this in a tone of solemnit>'.
"ILinàday,' he 8Mui atter a few minutes silence, anrd
with a gentûre et imupatience ; «'you have beguiled

me îI know fot bow loto this conversation; it 10 d
which 1 always enideàvour to avoid. ' 'And Yet te
mnember that the day must corne, when such thOtughU,
and reflections will pass in fearf ùl array before Y01Ù
ivould it not be well to, stand prepared. 'De 701-lO
punish the soldier ivbo is found sleeping on his pOSt
in an enemny's c.9untry, wiU you admit of anY
cuse hie may have to offer 1 No, hie is tried and h
is condemned to the punishment hie meritis
wiIl flot this be your case, if, like Felix, youP
poie to a convenient season, the duties you 0We .I
your maker, who bas given you life for noÔte
end. Why is religion the only science wvhichre
quires no study ; if man aims at distinction, 0.
state8man or a soldier will bie thinir any time 0.l

spent which Ire devotes to its attainiment V 1t
can assure you, Lindsay,' said Blanchard; ' haire
remarked that those young- men who have
to themselves more religion than their nci«bOufrs
make ver>' bad sold.iers; it bas repeated>' beec"O
served, tbey bocoma abs3tracted and unfit for the'
military duties, frequently so morose as to withdei'
themselves unseasonably from their compaliol
'The religion of such is without doubt deféctife
and mistaken,' returned Lindsay'; ' wbere it ils geûl
uine and consistent it qiikens us in the perfOrni'
ance of our doties, since aIils then donc upon prifll
ciple, and with a view to, God's glor>'. 'let CI
maire man>' excuses for the youtbful convert,.tie
ecales are butj ust fallen from bis eyes, hie behoîdi
ever>' tbing around him in a new light, he is daZZ,,
while his mind, confused, uosettled and iii a àtate 0
probation as it were, becomes absti acted a-Il filled
with the one grand and most sublime subjec-b -ut

thie Wvill gradually compose itself, like thre troUibî
wavcs aCter a storm, then bow great will lie i1
peace, and if he has sense and judgmcent, bis ueé"
tress, bis religion, hie will adorn by a morestitt
tention to every earthly dut>', for bie unites it i111
perab>' witb each action of bis life-be wilî vielf
with chanit> the faults and faîlings oif hie C00lP3
nions-be will separate himself undoubtedly fr01

0

their vices, but hie will neyrer disgust them b>' fanoe
ticism or gloom, or exclude himself from their i0i"ý

_ tIretcent recreations. 1s it reasonable to dispraisqe
whicb we do not understând ; you consider theOl"'

gyas the morbid reasoning of the ascctic,
you from ever>' thing- joyous in li. e ; but taIree tre'
Bible as your guide, and >'ou will soon er
the self denial it inculcates is for your trucet
ness-since the indulgence of tbose passions
appetites wbicb its pure tenets condemrn, woiild 1"
tro>' your peace, your bealtb, and your O0UI,'
the conversation eontinùed, tbe manner of
becamne more animated ; Blanchard gazed On
flusbed and cager countenanice for a m'omefl t

then said, smiling: 1 thougbt you tired, but C

now whcre in tbe wearineiss you exhibited do Y
entrance Il ' It ils absérbed in tire inwtrest I 1


