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are tender and delightf'ul. Our hearts are formed to rejoice, to glory
in the indulgence of those affections. They seem to impart a kind of
sanctity to their objects. Friendship and love breathe a hallowing
influence over every scene and circumstance of lire into which they
enter. Our hearts feel desolation, and as it were, dcatl, when those af-
fections are extinguishcd,or when the objects, on whiclh they havebeen
exercised, are violently rcnt from them. Their influence is universally
felt and acknowledged to be of the most benignant and happy nature,
it warms and expands the heart, it hallows and elevates it.-

Io man ever came under the influence of genuine and powerful
affection who did not thereby feel his nature softeined and ameliorat-
cd, who did not feel, by its power, all the better energies of his heart
and soul quickened and invigorated. Can it be supposed then, that
those affections which give to life its chiefjoy,. wYhich shed liglit and
beauty over the dark and gloomy scene of mortal pilgrimage, which
are in very deed the spring and the soul of virtue itself,. are not
worthy ,to have place in heaven ? Do we feel that while we sojoura
in this world they form the balm of all our woes, and impart a heal-
ing vital influence to the heart, and can we believe that the prime
cheerer of life is excluded from the mansions of heavenly bliss?
- The advocates of such'a-doctrine- forget thatsu'ch a notion of the
hcavenly state, is incompatible with any truc felicity which man, at'
least in bis present state of being, is capable. of conceiving and enjoy-
ing. Our hearts repel a doctrine so cold and unnatural, they revolt
from it not merely as 'absurd, but as hateful and appalling.-
They rise up indignant and rebel against a faith so frigid and so
heartless. if it is reasonable to believe in a future existence, the con-
clusion seems inevitable, that its happiness imust arise from the indul-
gence of pure, amiable and virtuous affections, and, of consequence,
those affections must be furnished with their natural and proper ob-
jects. Whatever is vorthy of our attachment on carth, we are war-
ranted to hopc, will be replaced to us in the heavenly state. Purged
fron the .dross of carth, refined from all stain and impurity, we may
hope to exercise in henven pure and holy aflections tuwurds objects
made worthy of them, in the utniost expansion of their power.. -How
grateful to the heart of affection anti friendship, is the belief tlu't
those whom we loved, and from whom death has separated us foi
season, shall welcome our arrival in the realms of light. H
Soothing to the heart while it bleeds under the recènt wonnd, that
those, who0m it now mourns, are gone before to prepare for our rccep-
tion ma the blessed mansions-that they wait-that they long for our
arrival-that they shall guide us into the presence of their Father
and of our Falher-of ilcir God and of our God-that theirs shall
be the delightful tiAsk to introduce our spirits,-as soon as they are re-
leased from the body, into the assembly of the Blessed, to conduct
then into the scenes and mansions of everlasting love and joy.-to
lead them to the fountains of living wyaters, and to that river of lire


