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through the mails, n ie forwarded îpu
a ppîcation. Should an object be toi)
large for transmission by mail the sender
is requested, before shipp.ng it, t notly
the institution. in order th.t a proper
aulthorizaiion for its shipnnt may be
made out.

R~espectfuîlly,
(Signed) S. 1'. LAnî..x,

Seceetary.
i NsRUCTIONS RIiAT .iiV.' 'O1 li el.

P i..\ N 15.

The Pan-Amencan Medical Congress,
at ils mieeting held in the City of Mexico
m Novenber, iS 9 6, took steps to institute
a sstemIatic study of tht Atîlerîcan iedi.
Cinal flora, ithrough the ieditim of a gel.
eral conmmssion and of special sub-com.*
missions, the latter to be orgamzed in the
several cotintries. Tle su)-comliiission
for the United States lias bleen formed,
and consisîs of Ili. Valery 1 lavard,
U.S.A., chairmnan ; Mr. 'reaVck \. Col.
ville, Botanist of the Lnited States Dle-
part ment of Ariculture : )r. C. F. Miils-
pau..th, Curattir it tle Botanical I)epart-
ment of the Field Colulbian .lusemin,
Chicago 1)r. Cliarles Molr, State Bot-
anlist of Allablaa ; )r. W<. P. Wilson,
Director of the Phili.delphia ('ommercial
.luseumîs ; anId Prof. 11i.I. Risby, of
the New Vork C'olle of Ilarmacy.
l'his sub-cominission ublicits information

concernig the medici.d plants Of tht:
United States from everyone i a posi-
tion to accord it. The principal points of
study are as follows

(t) 1.ocal names.
(2) Local uses, togetier w:ith historical

facts.
(3) Geographical distribution and de-

grees of abmidance in th- wild state.
(4) Is the plant collected for market,

and if so, (a) At what season of the year?
(b) To how great an extent ? (ci ll ow
Irelare(l for m.rket ? (d \\ hat is the
elTeet of sucli collection tpon the wild
supplsîy ? ') Vh.t price dues it bring ?
(f) l. the mndustry profitable ?

(Si ]S te plant, tr has IL ever been,
cultivated, and if so give all information
on tit: sutîject, particilarly as to wlether
suct! suplîies are of superior i ualit),. and
wietihç.r tle mdustry lias proved profitable?

(6) Il not cultnated, prescit lacts con
curiig the ilte istory of tht: plant wlich
m:îgiit aid m dletermmm <niing iiettiod s of
cultivation.

(7) Is tht: drtug siibjecte( to subsut:u-
tion or adulter.aon, and if su, give m-
formation as to the plants used for this

purpose.
Whille i: is nlot e.xiected tihat mîtanty

perons will le able Io omtribute milor-
nu1ittonI "il all tlese pomits concterninlg aIy
pl.îm, it is hopcd tlat a large nutblier of

erson will hie whllng tu coiuiimîcate
suich partial knowledge as lite>y poseSs.

IL a not lthe important or standard
drugs alone concernmg whicm information
is soughlt. The Subt Co:ninussion desires
lo compile a coîmplete list of the plants
which have been uîsed nedicnally, how-
ever trivial such use may be. It also

dlesur.s ti eUllqt aIll oblt.ut.lelc. informa
lion, historreal, scienîtdic aId conomic,
concerning oui native andI naturalied
plants ol this class, and, to that end,
imvites the (o operatioln of aIl personîs
inierested. Poisttotin s plants of all km iîds
comle Vithin the scope of otir ingttury,
whethlier prodticiig dangerous symptoms
ii man, or simîiply skin inlatummation, or, as
" loco-weeds," deleteriots to lorses, cattle
and sheep. Il tins respect, tle genîeral
reptitationi of a plant is not so uitcl
desired as the p.rtictulars of cases of
boismhng actually seen, ot leard fromî

reliable observers. It is believed that
mitch interesting knowledge cai be
obtamed froin Indians, Alexicans and half-
bireeds, and thas, conîseq1uenitly, Indman
agencies and teservations .,re particularly
fa\ourable fields for our nvestigation.
Suicli knowledge will bu lost acceptable
wien iased upon knîown facts or eC-
periments.

Ii order to assist in the study of the
habits, properties and tises of mîîediemlîal
pîlants, th: Sub-Colmmîission tindertake to
furnish the namne of ainy plant specimen
received, togther vith any desired lm-
formation available.

Oving to the diversity in the Comsion
names of many plants it wil be necessary
for reports, when not furnislhed by botan.
ists or others qualified to stte fite
botatiîcal naines with certainty, to ac-
comîpany> tht. saie witih soie specne
of the plant stlfictienit for its tdtentif.cationt.
While the Sul.Comiission will endeavor
to determîtine the plant from any portion
of it which miîay be sent, it stoultd b
appreC:îited tIat the labouir of lenutt.
tion is very greatly decreased, and its
ttsefuîlness iiereasei, by the possession of
compîlete niaterial, that is, leaf, llower and
front, and in tlie taste of smiall plants, the
unîdergrotnd portion also. It is best t
dry sutl specincis thorougly, in a flat
tonîdition under iressure, before minî.lig.
While any Cot.enient iteans for accomll-
plislmitg this resuhli may be etmployed, the
foliowmtig procedure is reoninended.
Select a flowering or frumting brancli, as
the case m.ay he, wlicih wlen ipressed
shall lot exceed 16 incihes in lengtl by
Io iîiches in nidthi. If the plant be a
lierb 2 or ; feet higi, it tmay lie doubled
to brmng it vithmîtî tnese measurements.
If it pIssess rmot lea'es, su of these
shoid be medd. I .ay thte spetcimiien
flat in a fold of newspaper and place this
it a pile of newspapîers, carpet felting, or
somie other forim of paper which readilv
absorbs iioisiture, and place the pile imn a
dry place untder a pressure of about 20 to
30 potids, suaiñicient to keep the Icaces
fron vriiking as they dry. If a iîmber
of specinicls are pressed at the saine unie,
each is to be separated fromîî the otliers
hy ilhrce or foutr folded newspapers or an
equivalent in other kinds cf paper. Ini
a or 24 hiotrs these papers voll be found
saturated wit the absorbed moisture and
the fold containitg the specinien should
be transferred to dry oies. This change
slould ie repeated for fromî two to five
days according to the state of the veather,

tl.: pIat ce where tlie dr ing i, done, the
l(iesltess of the specimens, etc. The
best way to secire the reqtired pressure
is by means of a pair of strong straps,
thotigli weiglhts wiil d:>. 'l'hie best place
foir drying is beide a lot kitceln range.
When dhy the specimnls sliould be nailed
betw'eenî cariboards or some thier ight
but stiff iaterials whiclh woultid not iend
in trai -t.

It is a mîost important matter tiat the
namie and address of the senler sliottid
ie attached to the package, and that the
speciiens, if more than one, should lie
tinibercd, the sender retaminig also
specimens heariîg the saille numbîîier, to
facilitate any correspondeice which may
foIwIu. The Sub-cCoinm ission rtqtests
that, so far as practicable. aIll plants se'nt
be represented by ai least four specimens.

(Signed) I. Hl. Rusytv, M.D.,
cam.,(o the Generalcmmon

Ncw 'ork College of iPirmacy.

.\ll.ty I .\ A b M .1).,
chatirm.îî or mhe Sub-îComm,,inion,.

Fort Siokm. David.1, ialam, iNw vk..

How Childrenî's Eyes Should be Tested.

hle means to ie pbc trovided llit.t ie
accessible to the Masses, easy of apphtea.
tion, coisiderate of popsular prtjudice.and
t. tm t.. of t.sults. Sch plai lias been
sggested and put in practice by the
writer. It consists in the trainmmîg of
school principals in Ille. thtectiotn oI f eye
dîsorders and in a systeiî of iotificatioi
to the parents of discovered defects car-
ryinîg witl it the suggestion thiat a comi
petenît atithliot iy shouild be consuîltcd

In the city of .\Iliineaîolis, with tlhe(
earnest co-operation of Iroef. C. M. Jor-
dan, superiîtendent of tht: publit' schools
of that cit%, thle CeS of 23,049 scIool
children lave been satislactorily exasnmined
by the principals, after due instruction by
the stperiitenmg ocuhlist. Atmiong this
itnmber, 7,293 detectives have t:en fonmntd
and largely lbencficial re-,uits have a ready
followed.

Tlie m'lethod is. briefly, as follows - An
oculist is tl be appoinited be, the 1) ard of
education, whose dtity it shail lie to lec-
ttre to tht: prmncipals tpon thet: elemîîetntary
fIcts inl ocular anîatoilIV, pli>ysio'logy, atitd
hlgieie, and llon the tises and alppica-
tmonî of the test types, etc., makmg a prac-
tical demionstration of the mîethod tponî
somlîe fifty puipils.
S''lie principais shall thereafter annually
acport their work to te superritending
octilist, who shal sibmîit sucli statemcents,
wttii lits conîclisions, to the board of edu.
cation. A Snelei test card is provided
for cvery buildig, wntih sotme accomîpany
ing primted mlatt.r.

They inivolve biu slight expense, wh'iich
should îlot exceed seventy-five dollars in
a city of two lundred thousand people.-
Froi "Il)efective Eyesiglit in Ainerican
Ciildren," by Dr. Frank Al!port, in June
Review of Reviews.


