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-%whichi 'we quote: 'Ill oughit to be true and trusty; of good repute; hield in
:higl estimation axnong the Fraternity; skiled in Masonio kuîo ledge; a
lover of the Craft; exenxplary ilihis private conduct; courteous in his
xnanners, and steady and firm in principle." These, we mitintain, are essen-
tial qualifications, for, as bis power is great, so are bis responsibilities cor-
zespondingly great, and the consequences of a lack of thera cannot but be
disastrous to the Iiodge over wliich lie presides, as well as to the Fraternity
ab large; and yet, lxow often, alas! do -%ve iind WorshIipfiid Masters possessing
but few of the required qualifications.

It is frequently ur-ed ai a sufficient reason for this, that, in soine
Lodges, especially those ini the country, where the number of niembers is
liniited, it is impossible often to id a Brother properly qualfed, and
wviling to undlertakde the responsible duties of governin- a Lodge. N\ow,
while we admit that, li some instances, this mîay be true, we caunot but
regard it as a very unfortunate circunistance, tiat tiiere are to be fouxid so
inany inefficient and incompetent, Worshipful Masters. We bave nxo hesi-
tation xi sayimg that this, more tian anytxing else, injures our gloiu

cause, and, even, li some Iccalities, brings it into disrepute. Sufficient
caution is not, exercised by nienibers of Private Lodges in the election of
hixn -vh s to preside over theni, because they, thiough igniorýance or care-
lessuess, do not attacli sufficient importance to this niatter. To ail suci wve
wishi to raise a -,varning voice, to beware of lncoxnpetency in the ]3rother
whoni you exait to this responsible and time lionored position. Every
niember of Society at large exerts an influence for good or for evil over
those witli whonx lie associates and cornes in contact, and lhow inucli more
is this true li a socicty lik-e ours, and especially as rega-.rds 1dm Who la at
once p]aced ini the position of botli ruler and teachier. As is the Master,
so is the Lod.ýe over whvlicli ho presides. We rnay lay this doivn as a
maxixn which will invariably be foundl to be true. In a world lik ours,
coxnposed of individuals Gf ail dlegrees of intelligence, enitivation, and
moral1 susceptibility, it is not to be -wondered at that we find a, vast
diversity of opinion as to «.bat constitutes a niodel of 2xcellence, 'wlhich, can
be held up for imitation and e-xample: but in a society like that of the Fi~ee-
rmusons, %vhere plans and precepis for our guidance are so p)1ainlý lahid down,
it is difficuit to, imagine bow sucli numbers can differ se 'wldeiy li what
they conceive to ho the duties and responsibilities of their position. We
-bave known some Worshipfuil Masters, who devoted a great deal of 1time
and energy li the getting up of Masonie rituais -ýnd set forxnularies, anid
-when they had delivered theniselves of these, before theïr-Lodge, with
school-boy exactuess and xnonotony, congratulate, tliemselves on, not onaly
haviDg performed their duty, but as having dlstinguishied theniselves as
Masters, li a inanner wortliy of imitation-while, at the saine tirne their
locige., is slianxefully ruled as regards discipline anid àMasonie ]xarmony.
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