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ISM IN FRANCE.
‘ ——

HEW BRUNSWICK,

The » Kirk” Synod- Ii *eresting Mission. |

iTranslated from I Aurore
. On the morrow after frightful roverses,
| in the moment of renovating her insti-
{utions, civil, military, peiitical, edue
- . ‘ . 1 y ) vy, Peiitica], eduen-
Sinco I wrote last the minutes of lIast tional, France appeurs to be spon her-

iFrom our Own Correspondont.;

H

meeting of the Kirk Synod (so called)of sclf to the breath of u nes religions .

these Provinces came to hand, A few | spirit, and seems to len i lievself more

words aboub that section of owr British .

American Presbyterinnism wiil be of in- ‘ thiﬁ:ﬁ}’?}é the mission of e Reformed
= Y Pe il O 1) ) Teld

terest to ym‘w'roaders. 1 was going to | (yrchto uttempttlxilsgltfl'i-).- ¢ m-u:l«’\‘t.

call'it Dominion Presbytorianism, but Bug is she in n state to think ot 7\t

it occurred io me that . B. Tsland, in ' first one believes it with &1l ¢ And

whose capital the Syned met lust time, “why? People tell ns. “3o0u servely

H .
would repudiate such a title, it not bo- Iolfll[l:tit;f fortieth part of the whole po-
) ) ,

ing o purt of the Union yet. It is nob i ... : it Bleo s
unlikely, however, that it will be ero | g;ut]tllée ;l‘ﬁ.tflsé?lgfutlltl?“‘é::l(\ri:: leti'loox‘xs:

long. Dut to vet > topie.  Wet b
n(;-eotoldl't‘l‘mz tl::r: rul:'ot %1(1“31201-1:;1(; of 2}12 schools are few, your institutions, your
\ treligions societies fewer still,  Your

Synod thivty-thwee scttled pastors and

two missionaries with something like
corresponding numbor of elders, I is
probable that the congregations under
it care are about forty, perhaps hordly
that, How many were present ab the
Synod meeting we are uot told, contrary,
to all precedent in the printing of min-
wles, no voll is gizen on this oceagion.
From other sources I learn thab.there
are six Presbyteries, but there aro some
of them vory small, One contains only
three ministers, or did & year ngo, two
others have four cach, and o fourth
had five then, I beliove there arve six
now,

The Home Mission Report is one of
tite best we havoe seen, both as regards
the style in which it is got up, and as
re%‘ards the work dome. A few items
will show the grent strides that have
beent made forward during the last three
years. In the first place, majority of
the classes were then receiving aid in
supporting ordinances, and that aid, all,
or nearly all, came from Scotland.
Now legs than one-third get aid and in
that time the grant from the Mother
Church has been reduced from $6,600
in round numbers to $1,500. Nor is it
to be supposed that the pastors arve paid
legs, in many cases it is the contrary.
The spirit of self-reliance has been cul-
tivated not only on the pavt of those re-
ceiving aid at that time, but also on the
paxt of the wealthy congregations inthe
Provinces, which, instead of giving no-
thing, or at the best but o nominal sum
to that object, now contribute liberally.
o this, however, which may be ealled
the work of conservation; the encrgies
of the Bodrd, have been hitherto con-
firmed, no aggressive work has been at-
tempted. New fields have not been
entered upon. Of this defect the
Bonrd appears to be conscious.
T4 is not slmred over as if there
was a disposition to overlook that
in such a country as this aggression
ought to be the_over-mastering objecst
of a Home Missionscheme. Manfully is
the humiliating confession made, that
nothing has been done in that directio ..
"Plie renson assigned is that no labourars
were available for that work. Otbaer
wembers use their theological students
for the nggressive work, but they had
none to fall back upon or almost none.
They have been lately dependent on
the mother church for supply of that
materinl, and what few students were
furnished by themselves having Iad to
study out of the Provinces were very
seldom available during the swmmer
snonths, 'The providing for home edu-
cation is urgently pressed on the Synod.
Tt should not be overlooked that very
much of the success of the Board’s
operations is owing to the energy and
orghnising power of the Convener, the
Rev. G M. Grant, of Halifax.
interesting roport was presented by the
Foreign Mission Committee. There
aro now two ordained imissionaries in
the ficld. 'The region cultivated is the
New Hebrides Islands, the same that is
oceupied by the sister churches here
with tho R. P. Church of Scotland, and
those of the Southern Hemisphere. No
roport or statistins was presented, n
duty which I think_ought not to be
overlooked any year. Inshort, the wholo
of the proceedings, together with reports
printed in the appendis, aro worthy
of an attentive perusal. 'There is mani-
fest in many departments. of Church
work an increase of vigour thatis highly
'c):editable to the office-bearers and mem-

s,

Iintended to refer to the state of

Preshyterianism on-the Island in whose
metropolis the meeting of Synod was
held, but this letter is already long
enough. I will likely say something on
that topic in my next.

8. John, $6rd August, 1674.

Avery|

jowrnals, your books do not rench the
i great publie, Yort ave only a handful,
tand you pretend to conquer France!
t Bosides, discord has broken out in your
feamp. You fill the world with the noise
t of your quurels. And they ave nob se-
condry questions that divide you; you
do not differ on such and sucin o point
of organization,—on such and such o
formula, with which metaphysics arve
more concerned than faith is, It is
certainly the very foundation of the
Christion religion that bears your de-
bates. It is disputed if for you the
Seripture shall be the rule of faith and
manners, or if instend of them the
Christian conscience shail be substitut-
od; if faith shall or shall not have for
its object Jesus Christ—dend for our
offenses and risen again for our justifi-
cation; if belief in the supernatural shall
De obligatory or otherwise, for the min-
isters and members of the Reformed
Chureh; if henceforth sincerity may
liold the place of all rule; if, in fine,
simplo method, free inquiry, may suftice,
independently of ull result, as the basis
of  society religious, peaceful and living.
And it is in the bosom of such a doc-
trinal chinos as makes people outside say
that Protestantism humbles {aith befove
veason, that you pretend to conquer
France! In fine, the divergence of
views threatens to produce a rupbure of
the ccclesinstical ties that unite
you. To discussions schism muy
at any moment succeed. That
unity preserved by your fathers
in the midst of the grentest perils, and

of your

sorrowful eyes of Cluistinns
mocking gaze of adversaries,

ness. Where is your army? Where
are your chiefs? Wit are yourre-
sources ? What is yomr standard?
Phink on all this, and reflect that if
your ambition be natural, it is ridicu-
{ lous.”
The Reformed of France know this
{ Ilanguage. It has rung long in their
carswith varintionsmore orlessplausible;
but they have learned to distrust it. Is
it not the language which may be held
| to every minority ? Isit not the lan-
cowld hold to those few boatmen of the
1 Lake of Generareth, who marched forth
. to the conquest, not of one nation only,

=]

| but of the whole world? Is it not the! forever ?

| language which people could hold to
Tuther, to Zwingle, to Calvin, to Cran
mer, to Knox, to all the Reformers of
all times and of all places? Yet these
men persevered, and they have the
signal honour of having accomplished
tho work of God. True sagacity, not

H

ab the apparent fored of ervor and of
ovil, but at tho power of truth, at the
highest aspirations and at the per-
manent wants of the people, at the
tenchings of history, at the indications,
sure however concealed, of  religious
i and moral nwakening.

In diverse points of view the evange-
lieal Christians of France have ground
and reason to hope. And first In
| theory, they behieve i the find trivmph
i of the truth. Now Protestantism, n
{ its fundamental principles, is primitive
i Christianity, it is the truth. It will
| triwnph then, whatover changes it may
i undergo in its forms, in its mode of
i oxistence. The peoples who close their

gates and their. henxts against it, aban-
! doning in that way even their most
sacred rights, and their most necessary
Liberties to theprofit of papalabsolutism,
will condemn themselves to n decay ir-
remediable, aud so much the more
rapid as they show themselves inacces-
sible to. the principles of the Gospel.
They will end by being of no weight in
the counsels of the nations, They will

gunge which the sages in other times !

less than faith, consists in looking not,

“willingly than before to the conquest of |

{

Your churches are seattered

i losts,

i

!

i

|
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ing will remain to be done, but to sound
the funeral knell of their aneient eran.
deur over the tomb winch they shall
have dug with their own hands.

C.

How many wives hae broken hearts,
through the infidelity aud cruel froat-
ment of brutal hasbands?  How many
fathers go dewn with surrow to the
arave, beeause of the misconduct of be-
loved children! Ilow many young hearts
are crnshed at the very outset of life,
{ through the crimes of prrents—pining
i ta the grave in homes of wretchedness
and woe! And how many hearts are
broken by mysterionx providentinl cu-
lamities!” Yon widowed wife, clad in
weeds of mounrning, tells of the sudden

i
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THE HEALER Q" TIL BROWEN
HEARTED,

HY THI BEV Wil COCHIIAN .

FoRb.

N AL, BRANT-

‘b‘l{(; that l’l‘“]‘“be‘i” f_]“’ sturs and el bygied in the new made grave, while the
;hi: ;i::lill\ll‘“(: ¢ ﬂ:-:; bﬁ_g‘i‘;]ll‘:g‘;i‘:dj” ““3 « mother wrings her hands in ngeny, and
© bt .t He ories aloudin sorrow over the now empty
healoth the hroken sty and bindeth | opadie ot her first-bornehild. - Lachael
up thew ‘)’U“f“‘l‘j‘- God's character | woepmg for her cluldren, and will not
csnot bo fully known i nature—ncl |l comforteu, because they are not.”
even in the sublime ~tudy of the starry | A1 how good for us, thut the seroll of
. These may declare his power | Jynentation and woe which lies open to
and wisdom and majesty, but they are | {6 ove of Clod, is hid from luman
silont as vegards his love, and tender- vision) T '
ness, and consideration. )

wreek of hopes and,joys that now lie

 Dlies their wants,
! far nobler work than plants or spark-

The vastuess of Creatio dueshiol prevent
the must minute oveksight on the part of
the Almighty. This s what distin-
guishes the infinite Jehoval, from man
whose knowledgo is confined to the pre-

sentmoment, The greater thejhrendthof |

our survey in this world, hut inerenses
our ignorance of detnils.  Those who
by reasou of their genin . lay hold of
the deep things of nature, are. in pro-
portion, unfitted for the coumon busi-
ness of life. They cannot stoop to {he
lovel of common humanity ; they dwell
apart, occupying n different platform
moving in & diffevent sphere. But with
God it is far otherwise. Things great
or little have no existence in lhis eyes.
TFrom his lofty stand pomt, all the
ovents of life ave on an equality. The
formation of the dew drop, and the open-
ing blogsom of the wayside flower, nre
his care, and engage the oxercise of his
wisdom, as much as the grander events
that convulse the world and shake its
kingdoms !

His rational creation wre objects of the
most intense and constant interest. The
splendours of immensity, the glory of
his throne, and the praises of angelic
orders, meither absorb his attention,
nor cause forgetfulness of man. ¢ What
is man that thou art mindful of him,”
again we explain with the Psnlmist !
What is this world, but an atom amid
countless worlds, Dbrighter and more
magnificent ¢ What s man, that he
should influence the thoughts and
actions of the Almighty ? What is this

which was the strength and the glory | Globe which we regard ns the centre of
churel, is in  scrious danger. , creation,
Soon perhaps you will offer to thejheaven 9 TFor ought we can tell, man
and the | with all his wondious powers and facul-
only the . tics, may be_the
sad spectuclo of a pretentious powerless- | intelligent being !

but o speck in the eye of

least in the sealo of
But notwithstandiug
all, the fact remains none the less true,
that God is mindful of this world, and
that while he exercises a general provi-
dence over all his creatures, and sup-
ho regards man as &
ling stars, and visits him accordingly.
Tor,after all that has been said concern-
ing the glory of the heavens, what are
stars, aud suns, and systems in them-
selves, ignorant of their ereator and un-
conscious of their existence, as com-
pured with man, endowed with intellect
and allied to divinity itself 2 What is
matter in the grandest combinations,
compared with souls that shall live
Surely then we can believe
that the very hairs of our head ave all
numbered, that God who kuows the
fall of overy sparrow, who feeds the
fowls of the air, decks the lilly of the
field, and clothes the grass in its rohe
of green, has a_much greater regard
for man endowed with reason and im-
mortality.

Amid all the ranks and conditions of
intelligent creation, those that are broken
in heart ave the special favorites of hearen.
Hear this ye suffering saints, who sigh
and cry in the loneliness of despair,
«Thus saith the high and lofty one,
that inhabiteth cternity, whose name
is holys I dwell in the high and holy
placo, with him nlso that is of u contrite
and hwnble spirit, to revive the spirit
of the humble, and to vevive the hearts
of the contrite ones,” < He hath sent
me to bind up the broken hearted,
to appoint unto them that mowrn in
Zion, to give unto them Dleauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praiso for the spi. it of heavi-
ness.” 'That there ave broken henrts
in the wrold all around us, is but to
repeat the every day lesson or iife, The
record of burning tears that fall from
eyes—deep-drawn sighs and bleeding
gouls. constitutes a large chapter in the
liistory of ourfallen world, Some hearts
are broken by oppression at the hands
of their fellow-men; others, through
miafortune and dissppointments ; others

Now, nbove all this tumult of Linnan
misery, God sits enthroned— not an un-
moved spectator, as represented Ly hea-
+han fable, but o sympathising friend.
He lias o heart to feel and comfort to
bestow. He is known as the God of
comfort and consclation. Our Greab
High Priest can be touched with a feel-
ing of our infirmities, for having Him-
self suffered Ho is nble to succour and
save to the urtermost his afilicted breth-
ren. 'There is no grief of which he is
ot cognizant, and no leart history,
however sad, with which He is not ac-
quainted. * He healeth the broken in
heart and bindeth up their wounds.”

« Come, yo disconsolate, where'er yo languishy

Come to the Mercy Seat§ fervently kneel;

Here bring your wounded henrts, here tell your
anguish,

Earth has no sources that heaven cannot heal.

Joy of the desolate, light of thestraying,

Hope of the desolate, frdeless and pure;

Here speaks the Comforter, in merey 8aying,
Earth 1ias no sorrows that heaven eannot cure.”

Editor BRITISE AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN.
Sir,—I am an auld man and ye must
just let mo say a word or twa to you
and your correspondents. Further, 1
am o Scotchman, Will ye permit me
to use my mither tongue? It comes
natural to write just as ye speak. Yo
seem to me n kindly, common sense
man. Tl venture, If what's written
does na suit your braw young paper,
just pit it in the waste box. 1 mauna
speak o' fire in an office in they warm
gimmer days. If you should’na pit in
prent ma bit letter there’s nae ill dune.
T'll no be angry. Weel, 1 like your pa-
por verra weel, in fae, I read it fra be-
ginnin toend. T am grandly pleased wi
the mainer in which ye speak to yere
correspondents, specinlly a colmnn in
yere lnst paper. Richt ye are tae tell &’
 helpers in yere guid wark that ye went
the verra best that the heed and hert of
! man can produce tne feed yere readers
“on. Aboon ', I am glad that ye have
snid the word, that waik poetry is tae
| fin nae place in your high corners. Te
“me the fec o'what ca'ed poetry has nae
mair imagination in’t than the jingle,
‘jingle o'the multiplication table. Po-
vetryis the white hent passions o’ the
isonl. Ye mayjoost as weel try to weld
| cauld iron as to make poetry without
. the five that melts the hert o'herts.
. Noo, Mr, Yiditer, like a true man let
'us have the pleesure 0° n wee bit o’
something o' the verra best o' poetry in
! oor language.  Ayc man, to be plain, I
am wearyin' f o a guidgreet. Ye mauna
be ashamed to feel the heavy tear trick-
“lin’ doou yere cheek. Buld folks ave
always findin' fault wi’ things. If you'll
_alloo rue to say that there possibly is
,uae greater sign o something being
wrang amang us—then that naebody
Dcan greet, Ye mauna misunderstand
me.  There's plenty yermin yetterin
through pain and sorrow. I'm speakin’
o' the saft, saft depths o' love, that find
" utterance nae other way than by teavs.
Get & Seotchman to greet and he'll stan
truo as the truest o’ men, It is joost
as true as ye sit, there is no twa ways
o't. Canada wants n man thatul
make her weep. Bring me a man that
says he never shed a tender,loving tear.
I wad look upon ln as a erater that
could bebochtlikea dougor a calf. Folks
that wuna greet they ave mad.  There's
| nao greetin’ in bedlim; therq's nue ae-
! count o' greetin’ in hell. Jesus wopt.
Gurand wee verse. Paul wept, David
wept.  All the great and good men and
women that ever lived shed tears like
simmer rain, John Knox wept, Whit-
field wopt. The men o’ God in the

i
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pulpit weeps. Oratory without tears is
joost as feckless as trying to make
music out o' & wet hide stuffed wi dry
straw, There’s no even the soond 0’
brass in it

Qathir around ye the fresh, the ear:
e weeping men and

nest, the living,

the land.  Iave little to do wi' crabbit,
 falt-findin’ bodies as yo possibly ean.

Negative teachin® is no' worth a six-
' pence, Dear me, some folhs think that

o newspaper s fit for nnething maer

than an intelleetunl rng-bny -— where
s every bit thing i+ to be thrown in, Bub

T aw forgetting myself.  Before Tsay
guid mornin’ tre ye, and geat, ver,
great sticeess in yor mudertahin’, if ye’ﬁ
publish a verse or  twp—aye, or twa ox
three lines o poetry that were writlen
in Canada that will tak* me by the hert,
and make me repeat them and repeat
them tae mysel —a'll send ye dollars,

. Ihad somcthing to say about the

bairns and a story.  What wa'd yo say
_to + Rab und his frionds 27" * At least

aive then o taste of —and got the young
Jolhs to boy it for thausel's—grand
; studf for makin’ men oot o —aye, muan,
i I grat when I read about  the denth o'
. Allie. My test the moo  is MacLaugh-
y in. Na, ng, friend, ye mauna, ye dauwrne
try yere po'er to mak’ folks lengh.

Ca* the yowes, tag tho knowes,
Cn them whero the heather grows,

Ca’ where the burnie rows,
My bonnie dearie.

Decent folks mauna lnugh until
unch 1s dead and buried. That monte-
bank of a eraber has knd & great hand
in teachin’ folhs neither to weep nor
laugh. Heely, me! It's a sma’ way o'
livin' to make faces nt yere neeber, and
mstend o' o staen or some dirvt, tothrow
jibes and jeers at him.

If it were the will o’ God, my-humble
prayer is that I may spend my last
lour, my last days, praising God, and
weeping over man.

Ever yours,
AN AULD MAN.

THE COLOR OF THE SEA.

The rich blue colox often: seen im
masses. of water is to be acconuted for
by the action of the suspended particles
in the finid on the light traversing it.
To understand how the color may vary
it is necessary to. xeeall for a moment
the composition of sunlight, When
such lights is passed through & trinngu-
lar column of glass o optical prism it
is broken up into seven prismatic
colors, rit., red, orange, yellow, green,
blue, indigo, violet.

When the light falls on watex of suffi-
cient depth it is also decomposed or
broken up, the red rays of light are
absorbed near the surface of the watex
and disapear, while the other colored
rays pass to a greater depth, one after
the other being lost in their proper or-
der. ri:., rved, orange, yellow, green,
Dlue, indigo, until at lust there is com-
plete extinction of light if the water is
free from solid particles.

The presence of minute particles,
Lowever, cnuses o part of the light fo
be reflected, and according as this re-
flected light has come from various
depths so will its color vary. If, for
example, the patticles are large and
freely reflect from o moderate depth, the
color wiil be green, while if they are
minnte and the reflection is from a
great depth, the color will be blue.

In the experimental cxamination of
this subject Professor Tyndall reports
that while making a trip in the steam-
er Urgent he caused his assistaut to
cast o white plate attnched to a coxd
{ into tho water from the forward part of
| the vessel, while hie marked its color
{ when it reached his post of observation
[ at the stern. In every instance the
| plate appeared of a green color athough

the water was of a deep blue. The
i plate had thus far reflected the light
i from n moderate depth and showed the
‘ tint of light reflected from this depth,
i while the indigo tint of the vemainder
i of the water ropresented the color re-
flected from minute particles at great
depths.—Serilner's for September,

Rev. R. W. Dale, in the London Con-
greqationalist, coins 2 needed word—
Kittoisn—to cxpress the manner of
preaching which deals with the geogra-
phy or antiquities of the Pible, instead

D of with vital truths; and illustrates it
with the pertinent story of a dignatry
j of the Church of England, who, hap-
pening to be in London, wenl one Sun-
dny morning to sexvice at Westminster
Abbey, it having been announced that
the Dean would preach, * How did:
you like the sormon 2" wsked the lady
Wwith whom he was staying, ¢ Oh!”
was the reply, it was very good.
There was nothing to object o ; but it
was not what I went {o hear. I went.
to hear about the way to.Heaven, and %
{.ionIY heard shant the way to Paless -8
ne‘l -




