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Our fanng Lolks,
Ba Gentle

1 He sball not break tho beulned roed,"—Jerus,

e

Be gontlo ;=
The rain which guickens burtad grain,
Which bangn the spring's eiabroideicd traln,
Without whose virtues toil fa vain,
s goutlo.

Bo gontlo j—
Tre dow which in tho night dsscends,
Which ali tho woak and bruised befrionds,
1Tyith untare s beauty joiug and blends,
Is gentlo.

Bagentle: —
Thoe tght which covera cll tho carth, ,
Brings all ita glory ripo to birth,
Poreanlul fount ul strougth and wixth,
Iy gontlo.

Do gontle; -
For little budg, howovor weak,
And little Qower, if they czuld spoak,
Your tender moroy would besvoak,
And say, bo gentla.

Bes gontle;—
Becanro thorain, and dow, nnd light,
8o kindly to thelr work aligat,
The foeblest heil them with delight,
And say, bo geatls.

Bo gentlo;—
For He tho Great Ono hath decrcod,
Ho will not broak the bruised rood,
And now from all His sorrow freod,
Ho says, be gontle,

Bo gentlo;—
For Ho by whom tho stxong aro blost,
Bl guides tho ehildron to His rest,
Ahd as Ho folds thom to Hig breast,
Ho 50ys, bo gentle.

Bo gontlo j—
0 suroly hoarts by Christ mado free,
Must one and all in Theo agreo,
And join in love's own melody,
And say, bo gentlo.

A Train in Collision with Elephants.

Big stories como from big lands—take
the land of Ningara for an example. The
land of tho Himalayas, too, has its sensu.
tional narratives on a grand scale; and
{hese, with the spread of the Anglo.-Indian

ress, aro obtaining wider notoriety every

ay. The sea serpont of American waters
has a rival in the gigantic octupus of the
Indian Ocesn, which the other day dragged
down under water a schooner in full sail,
tho captain of which presnmed to fire at the
floating monster. But the latest anecdote
from Indin, thongh sensational enough, is
{horougbly oredible, It resembles closely
an incident which is well known to have
ocoourred several years ago, when the rail-
way from Madras to Shoranore, on the
Malabar coast, was first opened out for
regular fraffic. This time, however, the
geens is 1aid on a railway in India.

Asg a {rain war proceeding at a fair speed
the engine driver noticed a hexd of ele.
phanta advanocing towards him alonﬁ the
line, He immediately sounded the whistle
and his assistant put on the brake, In an
instant, however, they were into the herd.
The leading elephant, a huge tusker, was
apparenily only enraged by the whissle,
zms oharged the advancing train, There
was o tremendous conoussion, the elephant
was knocked off to one side, mutilated and
writhing, and the train, after a sories of
violent jolts which nearly threw it off the
line, oame to a standstill against the bodies
of two other animals of the herd., There
was no} a great deal of damuge done, but
tho passengers were rauch frightened, and
the engine was considerably battered abont
the front.

The tusker was despatohed by an Eng.
lish gentleman who was travelling in the
{rain, and his tusks secured, after whioh
the train procecded on its journey. The
remainder of the herd soampered away,
and turned when about a mile off on a
knoll, looking in a dazed, stupid kind of
zt;yb at the $rain as it moved off.—London

obe.

Only a Pin.

Only two or tbree days ago, an overseer
in a cotton mill found a pin which cost the
company three hundred dollars,

 YWas it stolen ?” asked Susie. ¢ I sup-
pose it muet have been very handsome.
What was it, a diamond pin "

% Oh, no, my dear ! not by any means,
It was just such & pin as people buy every
day, and uso without stint.,” Here is ons
upon my dress,”

“ Buoh a pin as ¢hut copt three hundred
dollaxs!” exclaimed John. ¢ I don't be.
lidve it 2"

“But mamma says it is & fruc siory,”
interposed Susie.

“Yes, I know it to bo trne. And this is
how the pin happened {o cost so much,
You know that oalicoes, after they aro
Brinted and warhed, are dried aud amcothed

y being passed over heated rollers, Well,
by some mischance, & pin dropped so as to
lie upon the prineipal rollor, and indeed
hecame wedged into it, the head sianding
out a little from the surface,

Over and over went the roller, and round
and round went the cloth, winding at length
upon still anothor roller, until the pices
wag measured off. Then snother pieco
began to be dried and wound; and so on
{ill s hundred pieces had been connted off.
These were not examined immediately, but
removed from the machinery and Iaid
smide. When at length they came fo be
ins]peeted. it was found that thero were
holes in every plece throughout the wab,
and only three.quarters of a yard apart,
Now, in oach plece, there wore from thirty-
five to forty-five yards, and at twelve conts
a yard that would eount up to abount five
hundred dollare.

Of oourse, the goods conld not bo classed
a8 parfeot ﬁoods, %o they wers gold as rem.
vants, at less than half tho price they
would have brought had it not been for
that hidden pin,

Now, it secms to me that when a boy
takeg for his companions a profane swenrer,
5 Babbath-bresker, ora Iad who {s untrath.

) and a little girl for Ler playmate, one
who is unkind cr disobedient, or in any
"H & wizked ohild, they are like the roller
Which took 1o ite bosom the pin. Withoul
their being sble fo_help if, often the evil
infloenes élings to them, and leaves ils

mark upon everybody with whom thoy
come in contact.

That pin damaged, hrreparsbly, forty
hundrad yards of new print, but bad com.
pany has ruined thousaunds of eouls for
whom Ohyiat died. Remember, ¢ one sin-
nor destroyeth nuach good,” thsrefors,
avoid ovil companions.

Prayer--Its Effective Forca.

A faw yeara ago, & prominent minister in
Now York, winte prencnivg a sermon on
this subject, related the following inoident :

A cortein Obristian womnn was in the
habit of selecting, from among the congroe-
gation whero she attonded, n young man for
whom she not only prayed, but continned
to pray undl ho was converted. At the
end of twonty yoars she had tho joy and
eatisinotion of knowing that, through the
agenoy of her prayers, twency sonls had
boer converted. What the cause wmosb
neods is conoentrated prayer and continned
effort, No truo Chrietian wtll pray to God to
convert a soul, and then sit down with foldad
hands expeoting God to 4. His part of the
work. A word in seagon, fitly spoken, will
sometimes accorsplish a vast deol of good.
God has ordained to save the world through
human agenocies, thereforo ovory professed
follower of Ohrist has a portion ef the work
allotted to him.

Lot us think for a moment what large
inducemonts we have to pray. On the one
haud, God has promised to answor all true
and carnest prayer ; and surely wo oannob
doubt the promsn of our Meavenly Father,
On tho other hand, the only condition is
that wo ask of Him in faith, and He will
grant our petition, It is my 1most sincore
bolicf that God bas heard and answored
overy sincere prayer that has been uttered
since tho foundation of the earth, and will
continuo to hear and answer avery sincere
prayor that shall bo offered up oven unto
tho oud of time,

A short timo sinco, s professing Christ-
ian, while attonding s protracted mwoeting
that wan being held in an obscure hiamlod
in & pesghboring State, was asked by the
wmimater conduoting the exercises to lend
in prayer. Ho did vo, and at the closo of
tho services he found n note pinned fo his
overcoat, whioh had been left near the
enirance of the room, with these words writ-
ton on it :—** Your prayer has led one sounl
more to Gad.” Was not this sufficiont
reward for so small an ¢ffort ?

Many instances might be rolatod where
God has mado direct answer to prayer.
The Bible is full of such instances; and yet
God doos not always ses fit to grant the
required blresing at once, or perhaps not
at all, at lenst rot in the way and manner
the seeker expeots, for the simple reason
that we do not ask right., God, in his
infinite wisdom, knows far beiter than we
oan what is best for us, and if we pray with
& willingness to aquiesce in His divine will,
we shall be eatiefied, whatever His will may
be, whether it be to grant or withhold the
desired blessing.

There oan be no growth in graco in the
soul without constant prayer, and just the
instant the soul ceages to grow in grace
that instant it begins to lose ground. Thero
oaz: be no stand-still ; there must either be
a constant growth and expansion of all ilie
graces, or else a continual shrinkage. O
that Ohristinns could bo brought to see the
necessity for moro enrncst work in the
Mastor's vineyard.  For has not the Savi-
our said, “Go work in my vinoyard.”
This comnmand ocoming as it does from our
Great L-ader, ought to bo incentive enough
to spur us vn, aud yet how few of Christ’s
foliowers aro doing the work He has a right
to ask and expeot of them.—Interior.,

‘Watch for Others’ S8ake.

—

Lot us, therefore, be mercifnl, and
imitate the cranes, who, when they set off
for their appointed place, fly up to some
lofly eminence, in order that they may
obtain & view of the lands whiok they ave
going to pass. The leador of the band
goes before them, chastises those that fly’
too slowly, and keeps together the troop
by his ory. As soon as he bscomes hoarse,
anothor takes hig place; and all have the
same oare for those that are weary; so
that if any one is unable to fly, the rest
gather together and bear him up till
ho recovers his strength. Nor do they
take less care of eaoh other when they are
on the ground. They divide the night into
watiches, so that there may be a diligent
oare over all, Those that watoh kold a
woight in one cf their olaws, so that, if
they hagpen fo sleep, it falls on thoe ground
and makes a neiso, and thus conviola them
of somnolenoy, Lt us, therefore Le
moroiful as the oranes; thal, placing our-
solves on a lofty watch-tower in this life,
we may look out for ourselves and others,
may lead those that are ignorant of the
way, and may ohastise the slothful and
negligent by our exhortations, Let us
snceoed altornately to Iabor, TLiet us carry
the wesk and infirm, that they faint not
in the way. In the watches of the night
let us keop vigil to the Lord, by prayer
and contemplation.—Anéony of Padua,
4.D.1195, 1231,

Sin Put Away.

“Blessed is that man to whom the Lord
will not jmpute sin.” Onr sins cannot
binder us, nor withdraw us from prayer;
for they aro gone, they are no sins, they
eannof be hariful to us—Ohrist dying for
us—as all tho Scripture, both of the Old
and New Testamont, witnesseth-—*Ho that
irkoth away our sorrows.” Liko as when
I owe a man a hundred pounds: the day is
expired, ho will havo his moasy, I have it
not, and for lack of it I am lald in prison.
In suoh distross comes a good friend, and
saith, #8ir, be of good cheer, I will pay
thy debls;” snd forthwith payeth the wholoe
sum and settoth mo at liberty., Therefors,
though our siuk condemn us, *'we have an
advooate with God the Father, Jesus Christ
the rightsous." We have one advooats, not
many ; nsither saints, nor anybody else,
but only Him and no other, nsither by the
way of mediation, nor by the way of re.
demption, He onl{ is anfiolent, for He
only is “the door;” jst Him have all the
praise.  “ Behold the Lamb of God, whiek
takoth away tho sins of the world.”

Suvinth Scloot mmm.

LESBON XLIIL
O35, | gYCpHEN'S MARTYRDOM | Actevil

CoMMIT To MEMORY V3. 57-8u,

Pagarusn Passaors.—Deut. ix. 6 ; Mnatt.
xxiii. 87, 88. )

Bonterung RrapiNa.~With v, 51, road
Bz, xxxil, 83 with v. 52, rend Mait, xx0i.
84, with v. 68, rend Pa, Ixvhil. 17; with v,
&4, cumpere Acts v. 83, with v. 55, compare
Me.b, xxvi. 44; with v. 58, read Matt. iil.
183 with va. 57, £8, cotupara 1 Kings xxi.
183 with v. 59, compaio Acts i, 21, with
v. 60, rond Luke rxiil: 31; with Aots viil,
1-4, rend Aots xxif, 4, §; also Luke xzi.
12.

GoLpeN Trx1.—Christ »ball bo magni.
fiod in my body, whether it bs by life or
by death.—Phil. 1. 20.

CentraL Trurn,— Baints conquer even
in death.” .

Two roagona exiat, eithor of them enough
to acconnt for the taking away of Jewish
privileges, (1) The temporary naturo of
tho dispensation in the Divine plan, or (2)
Tho unfaithfulness of the people to their
trust, Charged with blaspheming Moses
aund the temple beoauso expecting the end
of tho dispensation, Stophen argues out
both these points, Ho has proved that
muny changes had preceded the temple,
and that even its founder, Solomon, S:
47, 48), and the great prophet Isainb look-
od on it as incomplete, and a means to a
higher end. Ho interweaves proof with
all this, from the hist_ory of the envy (v.
9), apostacy (v. 89), idolatry (v. 42),and
gorrupiness (v. 48) of the poople, and whon
ho roachos the beginning of our lesson for
to-day, ho has made out his case. His
argument is complete, and ho is horo ap-
plying it with terrible distinotness. For
tho mon bofore him wore proving them.
solves the fit guccossors of these who sold
Josoph, vexed Moses (v. 85), and worship-
ped idols. (Every toucher ought o make
this point oledz to tho cluss, and the whole
chapter then becomes connected and dis-
tinot to the mind.)

Listen to

STEPHEN'S REJOINDER TO THEIR CHARGE,

(Aots vi, 18). He likens the people—not
the individuals—to su ox that will not
bend its nock to the yoke—* shi-neoked ;'
for which he has the authority of Ex.
xxxiii. 8, 5, and for the otl.xer word,
“ unolroumcieed” (f.e., heathenish, going
back to the ways of the Gentiles from
being God's people), he has the sanction
of Moses (Deut, x. 16), No langnage
could bo stronger or more severe. See
Judges xiv. 8; 2 Sam. i, 20; Xsa, lii, 1.

That he is not dealing in personalities
and nbusing individuals, but espeaking
sob.. frath of the Jewish community, re-
presented by the Sanbedrim, is oclear from
the form ** yo do slways resist,” eto. He
teaches; ye olose your ears. He direosts ;
you disobey. He moves sud persnades ;
yo obstinately refuce. Aund this ** always”
—it has been the history of {he people
from 1’\;(0395 downward, * As your fathors,
B0 ye.

o you want more proof? The prophets
gpake by the Holy Ghost, Th'y were
persecuted by the Jews even in Jerusalem
(see Liuke xiii. 88). Moro gurtioularly the
people had slain the herald of the Just
One, as they had traitorously murdered
himself. No oharge of guilt could be more
direct or terrible, It was well-fitted to
convince them of sin. It was also a clear
vindication of himeelf, now assailed for
the sake of the Just One, for spesking
of whom beforehand prophets had jsufiered.

“In one word,” he continues, Y God
gave you the law, and made you His pecu-
liar people, employed augels to serve you
in giving it, and ye have nut—ye to whom
it was committed—kept it. ¢ This law
was reccmmended by the dignity and
majesty with which it was glven, ‘“by the
disposition of angels,”—a point which,

_though not emphasizod in the Old Testa.

ment, is in the Noew. See Heb, ii. 2; Gal,
iif, 19.
MARK THE EFFECT,

(V. 54.) The facts and arguments of this
most telling defence aro now_ brought to a
point and driven home, and the effect is
ingtantaneous, The tide of feeling, rising
steadily ag the drift of his illusions is por-
ceived, is now irrepressible. Anger, hate,
mortifieation (for they could ,not defend
therselves), all united in the contlict.
They were out to the heari, and ganshed
(* grinned” Wiokliffe had i) on him with
tneir teeth, like wild bemsts over their
prey. Their spite and revenge urge them
to kill him.

NOTE STEPHEN'S PREPARATION.

God makes bis grace sufficient, and pre-
pares his people for that whieh he is pre-
aring for them. Stephen, filled with the
%oly Ghost, in whose power he had spoken,
and now roceiving his aid in a new form as
he needed it, gazing upwards, he had shown
to him the glory of God, and the BSaviour,
who is usually represented as sitting (Eph.
i. 203 Heb., i, 8; viil. 1), standing, as
if to aid and receivo his witnessing servant.
Stephen roports what he sees—the hes-
vena, a8 it were, opened (Luke iii, 21), and
the Son of man (only used elsswhoro by
Christ hunself), standing in the place of
honor and dignity.
HIS MARTYRDOM,

To show unwillingness to hear, and dis-
like or horror at what is being said, men
press their hands on their ears. So the
multitudes now did. They were furious
boyund all restraint or deconcy of law Y:co
John =xviil. 22;, 'They shouted. They
rughed on him. They crowded and pressed
upon him : they {nmultuouely cast him out
of the cily, and set about atoning him, not
as a crowd might take up stones as they
lay around, but acoording to forms pro-
soribed. It must bo outside the oity, ac.
oording to precodent (Lev. xxiv. 14), and
the witnesses who were to throw the great
stones first (Deut. xvil, 7) had to put off
their loose clotl:as, ox upper garments (as
wo say, “iake off their coats”), laying
them at the fast of Saul, & comparatively

oung man, who was no doubt making
ilmull conspisnous in the asanlt en
Stephen, and here mentioned beoause he
was soon 0 be conspiouons in amotber

way. Ho was recognized as one wko
would feel approving intorest in the deed
of blood they were abont to do.

8o thay “sioned Stephien,” the peaple in
their passion hiaving tim eanction of the
jodges; and the Romun anthorihea ap.
hoeaded or countsd wpon ua not likely to
tako notize of much s quarrel among tho
Jowa thomtelyes. Tho ~ translators neod-
lsaly ingerted ¢ upon God” in the deserip-
ton (v. 60y, Stophen died ¢ jnveking snd
raying Lord Jowa Soe Aots ix, 14, 21.
He tronts Yesns ag divine, and asks of him
what ho, it dyinp, asked of the Fathor,
Not only ro, but, kneoling, either {a din in
the attitudo of prayer, or from weakness
and exhaustion falling on his kneos, and
imitating hi- Liord in the spirit and expres-
sion of torgiveness, and praying for his
slayors, ho ¢ foll asleep” (1 'Thes. iv. 14),
tho first of a Jong line, to be illustriona for
over, who loved rot their lives even uuto
denth, and who ovoroame by the blood of
tho Lamb and the word of their testimony.

THE IMMEDIATR RESULTS.

It onght to have been rdded 4o the oloso
of chaptor vii. that Sanl was a party to the
killing of Stephon., Ho now comer into
prominenco. Tho death of Stephen wee
the tasto of blood to the maddoned orowd,
and that vory day a groat popular move.
mont wae comiuonced against the ohuroh
(v. 1), rerulting in driving its membors ou
of Jerusalen. Tho aposiles only remain-
ed, the other belisvors taking refuge
throughont Judea and Samaria,

As for Stephen’s body, good mon—nat
nocesearily Ohristiang, but devout, and
opposed to violence—fecling as Jeseph of
Arimathea felt, buried it, and beat their
broasts overit in foken of reepect and
grief, Meantime Saul, liko a boast of prey,
was rushing from hounse to houee, dragging
forth kvown Chrictinng and getting them
put in prison.

But the dispersion did not hinder the
spread of truth. They who wore ronttered
told their story. Their very flight had to
bo explained, und the explanation led $o the
statement of the gospel.

The following points may be noted :

{a) If the truth does not win, it onrages
men. It cuts ono way or another,

(2 Men liavo to glorify God in whatever
way He wills, apeaking for Him ; or, if need
be, dying for Him.

(¢) Do qualifies for every kind of sorvice.
Dying grace ig given for dying hours.

{d) What appears irrecoverable loss, like
Stophen's death and the seattoring of the
Churoh, God oan employ for the best ends,
defeating the very objects of Ilis enemies
by the forces they set in motion.

SUGAESTIVE TOPICH,

The point of Stephen's defence—the two
things to be shown—the application of tho
argument—to whom-—the charges brought
—in what form—anthority for thom—the
aggravation of Jewish orime—the effeot on
the [;fople-—thoir course—modo of killin
Ste en—nprominentwitness-=whynameg
—the effeots of this tragedy—Saul's course
t—the rofugees—what they did—the lesson

0 ue.

Prayer for Sabbath Schools.

The following call for the observance of
special days of dpmyer for Sunday-schools
has been issned by the London Suaday-
Sohool Union and other societies in Great
Britain, and is widely approved by work.
ors on thieside of the Atlantic., The simi.
Jar sonson of last year received general re-
coguition amung our schools, and was fro-
quently noticed as the beginning of specinl
spiritual quickenings.  The call, withont
doubt, will be still more generally obsery-
od this yoar, and with incrensing gain in
the spiritual blessings which such a conrse
will bring to the schools.

UNIVERSAL PRAYER ¥OR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

Sunday, October 22nd, and Monday, Octo-
ber 28rd, 1870.

¢ In everything by prayer and supplica.
tion with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto God.”"—PgiL, iv. 6.

Al a meeling of representatives of the
Committees of the Sunday-school Union,
and other Sunday-school Societies, it was
deoided to set apart Sunday, Ootober 22nd,
and Monday, October 23rd, as the days of
United Prayer on behalf of Sunday-schools.

The Committee of the Sunday-School
Uaion desire most devoutly to recognize
tho gracious bestowment of spiritnal bless.
ings since their first oall to United Prayer
in 1872, Daring that year 9246 scholars
in conneoted schools united themselves to
Christian churohes; and this numbor bas
yeoarly increased, until, in 1875, no less than
17,767 are reported to have been admitted
into church fellowship,

The spiritual aspect of the work is evi.
dently more clearly appreciated, whilst the
increasing responsibilities resting upon the
Christian Church o provide suitable reli.
gious instruotion for the young, eall for
more earnest prayerand enlarged efforts on
the part of all Ohristians.

It is suggested that the following ar-
rangements sbould, as far as praotioable,
be observed :—

That on LORD'S-DAY Morning, Qoto-
ber 22nd, from seven to eight o'clock,
Intercessory Prayer with Thavkeglving
should bo offered in private by all
Tonocliers,

That the opening engagements of
the Moxning School shonld bo precoded
by the Tenchsrs meeting togeiher for

rayer.

That Ministers be requested to preach
Special Sexmons upon the ciaims of
Sunday-schools.

That in the afternoon the ordinary
rontine of each Sochoolshould ba vari-
ed by the scholars being gathered for
dovotional exercises, interspersed with
singing and appropriate addresses. To
thia sorvice the Parents of the Soholars
might be invited.

That a¢ some time during the Even.
ing the Toachers should, in conoer}
with other Ohrietians, meet for Thanks.
giving and Prayer,

That on MONDAY Morning, Ootober
28rd, between the hours of seven and
eight, Teachers set apart a time for
gain bringing their Scholarsin prayer

fore God.
That in the eoarse of the day the
Female Teachers of sach Sehool hold

—

a taeuting for united prayer and thanks.
glving,

‘Thut in the Fvening eacix Ohuroh or
Conyregation beinvited to hold a meets
ing, at which the interests of the Bun-
day-gchool shonld form the theme of
the prayors and addveescs.

It Lolng the supreme ohject of «ll Sane
day-rchool Teachers to lead ther yoathfnd
chargo info clese and vital union wish the
LRedoemuer, the persoual acmmanion of the
Teacher with the Saviour 4x osresntial, as
well as & devout recognition of the facb
that it Is the Lord's will that each ohild
shiould be brought 1o love Ilim, aud to fol.
low Hia comimunde,

The Commiitee aNeotionately nxpc thelr
fellow *<horera to pray expectantly tr the
emly vunsearntion of each of theiv nehoinrg
to Chriat, relying on the Divine W d, # If
yvo abide in Mo and My words abide 1a you,
yo shall ask what ye will and # slull bo
done unto you. Herocin 14 my i'ather
glorified that yo bear mooh fruil,” —Win.
LAy Grostr, Aveustus BeNisd, Foun.
Taw Jo Hawrery, Jowy Y. FPriabbER,
Honorary Seorcrat a,

Presbyterian Ohildren.

Aro the children of Prosbytecisn parents
of tho present day ss well inatructed in
Bible truths a3 thiy wars huti a contury
ago?

The quostic v, to 1inny porcons, may ap-
pear tu be nvoi y strange ene, whnlo it isan.
sweored wuhovt nesitation in the affirmative.
The general opinton, perhaps, i+, that the
standard of Biblo in olligones 1 far higher
in Presbyterian unuion now than it was
fifty years ago.  Jaast thivk, no wo ase told,
of the many help~ whien Cutnniion fumilies
now possess, or o1 whicu they oan ensily
avail thomselves, which had no existance
when many now living were ohildren. We
have now our numerots and ui the eamne
time choap ccnuw- ntanoe, mtended ospe-
aally for faruuy use. Then wa have onr
Sabbath.sohool, thar wondi vfal mhtation
for the religious trainmy of tho youny, and
papers and books almost without number,
i all of which the effort is dispisyed to
simplify aud ronder interesting Biblo truths.

Wo readily admit that many advantages
and great hielpe in the fraining of olandron
now oxist, which were sltogother unknown
half a century ago.

Wo furthermore readily admit that the
Sabbath-school, under the control of the
Churoly, hos ncoomplished a missionary
work, tho benefits of whiob it would bo idle
to attempt to estimate, and yet we are not
propared to fay that the children of Presby-
terian families are botter instructed in
roligious knowledge, or moro intelligont in
Bible truths than tho children of Presby-
terian families were before the Sabbath-
sohool was ever thought of. The Bible was
then TaE book read in every family, The
child learning to road had oiten no books
but the spelling book, the Bible and the
Catoohiism. So, in the secular sohools, the
Biblo was read, not simply by tho toaoher
in the opening of school, hut by the reading
olagses. A common practice in Curistian
families was the memorizing of the Holy
Seriptnres. Ohildren were required at an
early ago to memorize the Shorter Oatech-
ism, and the reciting of it was common
Sabbath evening exeroise, At a moro ad-
vanced ago, Catochisms with proof texts.
These oxercises wore accompanied by ex-
planations, and other religious instruotione,
according to the intelligenoe and pioty of
the paronts. The Sabbath was observed
in a striotly religious way. Besides, the
pastor of the church rogerded it as a part
of his pastoral worlk, to examine etatedly the
children of his obarge, i the Shorter
Oateobism, explaining its dootrines, and
enforcing personal duty. Now, we venture
the opivion that the Sabbath.school has
been the occasion of a terrible neglect of
duty on the park of the Ohristian parenis.
We wventure the opinion that thers 1s
less religious home instruction than form-
orly, nud that the instruction recwived by
Presbyterian children at Sabbath-school,
often from young, inexperienced, and pare
tially informod teachers, does not compen-
sate for what has been lost.  Especially do
our children fall behind children of the
Churoh of former gonerations in oareful
dootrinal training. Now, I am not finding
fanlt with the Sabbath.school, but with
Ohristian parents who foolishly suppose, or
seem to suppose, that it was designed to
reliove them of parental obligation. This
the Sabbath-sohool cannot dc, nor can any.
other school.

Parental obligation grows ount of the
parental relation, and, in ordinary casos,
admits of no transfor. Paroutsshonld thank
God for the many helps now available in
their efforts to religounsly educats their
children, but alas for those who leave o
these helps, the work whioh God roquires
at their hands, and which they, in solemn
oavenant, promige to purform,—Transyl-
vannia Presbyterian.,

The Rev. R. A. Paterson, tho Scotoh
evangelist, xeporis a recent notable conver.
gion to Christianity, viz: Madswmo Hensel,
a Jowess, well known in musical and
literary oiroles ag the author of a ¢ Life of
Qottschalk,” and as the musieal instructor
of Paiti, Madame Hensel was baplizad
into the communion of the Methodist
church, recently, at Binghampton, N. Y.,
and it is roported, on good authority that
she contemplates the work ofun evangelist,
like Mrs. Van Cott.

If you enjoy your religion, praetice it.
If you wonld learn of Jesus, speak of him
to others. Ifyou wonld know tho truths
of the Bible, teach them to others. Ifyon
would be more and more like Ohrist im-
itate His example in doing good. If yor
would grow into the staturo of perfec
manbood in Christ, exersise every tendon
and muscle, and nerve of your spiritual
frame in the service of God and the epjoy~
ment of doing good, just as children who
grow into healthy manhood continually
exercise themselves in play. If yon shut
your soul up in the solitary chamber of its
own religious experience and its eelfish
hopes, it will soon beocome %gle, Iacguid,
disensed, nearly dead. This is why
churches and Ohristians need so often to
be “yavived,” They think of religion as a
matier of private enjoyment, and they try
10 nee it a8 a personal luxary. It will not

deparis.
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