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PRESBYTERIANISM IN TORONTO
AND NEIGHBOURHOOD.

A very full and very interesting repert
was lately Iaid befure the Canada Presby-
terian Presbytery of Toronto,and has since,
by order of that Presbytery, being printed
and circulated in the different congregations
embraced within its bounds. This report
sets forth the presont condition, and the past
growth of Presbyterianism in connection
with tho Canada Presbyterian Church, as
brought out by an examination of the sta-
tistical returns of 1862 aud 1875 respective-
ly. In the course of these thirteen years,
it appears that though the district embraced
within the limits of the Presbytery has not
increased very greatly in population, and
was not originally settled by any groat num-
ber of persons likely to be favourably dis.
posed to Presbyterianism, the progress to
bonoted has been very gratifying. In1862,
there were within the bounds of the Presby-
tery 86 churches or places of worship, many
ofthem small in capacity, and without much
profension to architectural beauty or dura-
bility. There are now 54, many of them
both large and commodious. Theso 54
ohurches afford accommodation to 15,857
worshippers, The value of this property
cannot be less than §400,000.

In 1862, thero wore 21 pastoral charges,
some of them very weak, and four vacant.
There are now 28, and some mission sta-
tions besides, which are ripe for settloment.
In 1862, there were on the roll of Presby-
tery 17 pastors ; there are now 26. Six only
of the 17 form part of the 26. There were
in 1862, 2,274 young people at Sabbath
School, and in Bible classes. There are
now 5,450, In Toronto in 1862 there were
five pastoral charges ; thero are now eight.
At tho former date all the salery paid to the
five pastors was §5,100, or an nverage of
$1,02C each. In 1875 the eighi get $1¢,05.
ox au average of §2,012 each. The mem-
bership in the city in 1862 was 1,800. In
1875 it is 2,849. In tho country district
there was paid as stipend in 1802, $6,872,
or to each minister an average cf $429. In
1873, the sum pard was §18,969, or an aver-
age of 8698 each.  Thus the salary in the
¢ity has doubled, and in the country the n-
crease has been 62 per cent.,or vver all the
Presbytery, the average mncrease has been
£8 per cent.  The increaso of membership
hes been in thirteen years about 70 per
cent.or 5 5-18 per cent per anuum ; while
the increase of the population has during
t ho same period being orly about one per
¢ont. per sovum.

The contributions to tho schemes of the
church shows, if possible, 2 atill more gra-
tifying increase, In 1852, all the congrega-
tions of the Prashytery contributed to Homo
Missions §382; in 1875, §3008 87, or an in-
orease of nearly 800 per cont. Theincrease
in contributions to Kuox College was from
$1,105.80 to §1,935.08 ; while for Foreign
Missions the rise wus from 8225.85 to §1,
518.80. Tu all, the increass of contnbutions
to tho schemes of tho charch was $6,711.10
or 818 per cent, in thirteen years. The
contributions por member hag riser: 194 per
cent. in tho gamoe time.

The contnbutions for all parposes per
member now average from $26.20, the rate
in Bay Street, Torento, down to as low as
§3.21. Thohighest rato in 1862 was $18.38,
and there wero only othor twu above $10.
In 1875 eleven wero above §10. In 1862
tho {otsl contributions for all ccclesiastical
or benevolent purposes in all the congrega-
tions of the Iresbytery were §22,485, In
1875 the total was 866,290, or very nealy
threo {itos asmuch.

I would be-vefy intevosting if & doca-
ment-eimilar-to this'was prepared for oach

/
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Prochytery in the hody, and row that ot

cxhaustva and anthontative

E view could ha given of the presant copdition
Fol tha Chucvh, sv that ity future advance

conld Lo more fally nad curely macked,
1 What has been dooo for Torouto Iresby-
tory, und done sa well, could eawily ba done
,b(\l.li for the othwr Presbyteries and for the
Chureh as o whele.
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THE CONBUMMATION OF WHE
UNION.

Tuesday laat will be & dey long end
gratofully remembered throughout all Ca.
vada, for on it the Vuion, ~o mueh Jemired
und go earnestly prayed for, wus happily
copsunmated,

The several courts met separately at 10
o'clock, and adopted the joint minute, set
ting forth that they were now ready fun
Union, and were resclved to proceed with
it. In the Canada Presbyterian Chuveh,
the Rev. John Roues alone roud reasons of
digsent,  In the Maritnne Proviuee Syvod,
tho Rev, Wm, Rindman, of St. Andrews
Chureh, Picton, and the Rov. W. Moe)Milian,
of Salt Springs, Pioton, declared that as

then congregations dechimed golng nto the
t Upion, they felt constramed to do the
i same.  Mr. Adam McKenzie, Elder, repre-
genting the congregations at Barnys R.se,
tl’xcton, did the same; and the Reva.
' Mesers, MoJoll and MeCawrn, adhered to
thelr protest against Union.

Shortly before 11 o'clook the several
courts formed processions, and, hoaded by
the Moderators and clerks, walked to thie
Victoria Hall, where & large nmunber of the
T'iesbytenians of the city, and others, await-
ed them. On the platform wero five tables.
Behiind these, in the centre, was a large
clair for tho Moderator of the United As-
ssmbly, when he should bs ohgcsen, but in
the meantime it was unoccupied. To the
lett was seated Rev. P. G. MeGregor, Mo-
dorator of the Presbytertan Church of the
Lower Irovinces of British North Ameriea,
gonior Moderator, and Rey. Alexander
Falconer, Clerk of Synod. On the right,
Rev. Wiliam Snodgrass, D.D., Principal of
Queen’s University, Kingston, Moderator of
the Presbyterian Church of Cenada incon-
neetton with the Clurch of Scotland, and
Rev. J. H. McKerras, M.A., Professor of
Classical Literature in Queen s Umversity,
Clerk of Synod; on the oxtreme left Rev.
J. M. Grant, M.A., Moderator of the
Church of the Mantime Proviuces in con-
nec'ion with the Church of Scottand, and
the Rev. Willilam MeMillan, Clerk of
Synod ; and on the extreme right, Rev.
Wm. Caven, Knox Coilege, Toroato, Mo-
derator of the Canada Presbyterian Church,
and Revs, Wm. Rerd, M.A., and A. W,
Frager, joint clerks of the Assembly. Be-
hind theso were seated soveral ex-Moder-
ators and distingmshed clergymen of ali
the churches, prominent among whom was
Rev. A. Henderson, of the Canada Presby-
terinn Church, the oldest Presbyterian
minister in Canada, bomng muety-three
yoars of age, and having oxereised the min.
istry for sixty-six years, A great portion
of the floor of the hall was covered with
seats, those in the centre being devoted to
members of the courts and the others to
the public. There were probably two
thousand persons present on the floor dur-
ing the meeting, and the appearance of the
audience, and the volume of the numerous
voices, when raised in song, were striking
and impressive.

A gratifying oiccumstance was the re-
ception of & congratulatory telegram from
the Irish Presbyterian Synud during the
diot. A cablo despatch was sent at the
close to the Moderator of the General As.
sembly of the Church of Scotland, announc-
ing the consummation of the Gnion. It 1s

Mullan, one of the dissentients from the
Union in the Church of Scutland Synod,
formally withdrew lus dissent during the
meeting. !
Shortly after eleven o'clack, ail the
.aembers being in ther seats, Rev. G. M.
Grant gave out the 100uh Psalm, commenc-
ing
“ All peoplo tuat on earth do dwell
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice,
B serve with marth, His pratse forth tetl,
Comwo 5o before niw and rejoice,

The whole audience rose and sang the
psalm with grent hasrtiness.

Rev. Principal Snodgrass then read sev-
eral appropriate por.ons of Seripture, after
which Rev. Principat Caven offered up 2
fervent prayer.

Rev. P. G. McGregor, who presided as
sonor Moderator, announced that the
minute adopted at the last meeting of the
court would be read by the Clerk of each
Synod.

The mmute was accordingly read 1o sue-
cession by Revs, W. Fraser, Prof. McKer-
ras, A. Falconer, and W, McMillan.

Rev. W. Rewd, of Canada Presbyterian
Church, as the longest ordainod of Clerks,
then, on call of the oo dmg Moderator,
rend the preamble, the basis of Uaton, and
the resolutions connectad thorewith, whieh
had been engrossed on parchment.

The Mcdorators then, at thecontre table,
successtvely signed the basis and resolu-
tions, in tho order in which the several
Churches were mentioned in the preambla,
that is as follows :—Rev. Principal Snod-

IcGregor, Rev. G. M. Geant, While each
Moderator was eigning the document, the
adheronts of ihe Church ho represented
8tood in token of their concarrence in his
action. Each rigunture was profaced by
tho Moderator saying, * In the name aud
by appointment of Genersl Assembly of the
Canada Prosbytei s Chureh, (or as the
caso might bay, I athix my sizanturo to the
articles and resolutions now road.” The
signing was in each caso greeted with on-
thusiastic cheering.

Rov. P. G. McGregor then said :—~The
Moderators of the Presbyterian Church of
Canada in conneotion with the Church of
Scotland, of the Caoada Presbyterian
Churoh of the Synod of the Lower Pro-
vincos of British North Amoriea, and of
‘fhé Bynod of the Maritime ‘Provinees in
ronnection with the Chareh «f Seotland,
having eigned the {erms of Union ix the

lumuc of thele respestine charchien, T de

pleasant to be able to add that Rev, J. 8. |

%'mss, Rev. Prineipal Cavan, Rev. P. G |

elure that thew eharchied ave nvn nnltod
tloud and peolenyred chocrs, wll precent sls-
ing simalieneously), snd do form one
Chureb, ta by desnpmoted and kaoan 93 the
Piwsbytorian Chweh in Canada.  (Henow-
ed eheers).  The Moderators will pow join
in matou} coageatulations. fullowad by you
all, aud winlo yoeu hold hend Ly hand, we
will jomin singiug the 133ed Paalm.

Immedistely every mcinber present join-
€d hunds with his neghbonr ia true Seot
tew fushiton, and the whole nubur presont
Lur * ont with ony acwwd 1 singing the
puatat referced to, .

The peesiding Modernive theu constii s
cd the Geneial Assembly with prayer.
The rell of the Asscinbly was called in suo-
cemsion, by the Reva, Mesars, Frager, Me-
Kervax, Faleoner, ana MeMillan,

The Rev P G Me(hegor then snnemae-
el thet the General Ascembly of the
Peosbyteriny Chureh in Canada, being
" Anly constitnted and baving corapleted ats
Froll, was i a position to peoceed nt once
! to the elestion of a Muderator. e asked
that o nomination be wmade.

Rev, Do, Taylor of the Erskine Church,

sad In Seeiliad. Now, after the long o :
tersal of thuty goms, 1stand by your fa-
ToMr onea ors in the rawe placy, and re- |
o100 tu think thiat il 19 ¢ reawon of trininple
~=fapplanse; —for whioh thera 1 pust cao ’
thiat we thonld congratulate one ancther,
and st gronad why wo shonld offex
thanksgnving to God. When I spoak of
tiunph T hope I stinll not be misander-
«tood a3 1f 1 meant, or could poscibly raean,
trviuph over thoge of enr brethren in eny
of the Churebes who looked coldly on the
umon or wero hortilo to 1t (Applanso.
That s » tranaph yeb {o bo gained, and
whicl will, T trust, be gained, by persuasive
reason, by coneiliating kindness, by exhib.
iting hartaony amony ourselver, and the
ractical benefits of union. (Loud and
ong-continned applense,  The triumph of
whioh I apenk 16 of a differentand of & no-
bier sharsoror. Lt ss the tnameph of Chnis
tian prineple ever tho party feehing wiich
would have kept us apart; triamph over
the scifish puuciples which are nourished
and strongt’lwued by dvision ; trivmph over
tho jenlunsies and rivalres that grow up 1 a
lengthened pertod of diseussion ; triumph in
spivit aver oureelves in that which in us is

Montreal, Inte of the Cannda Presbgterian
Church, carme forward and was received
with leud applanse. e sud—Bwthrun,‘
the honour las bevn laid upon me of pra-
posmng the name of vue of o namber to
be losted to the oftiee of Maderator to pre-
side over this great ussembly. I beg to
propose the nawe of the Rev. Dr. Couk, of
St._Aodrew’s Chuich, Quebec, tapolauscj,
und recommond that he be choszen to fill
that Lunvurable and importaud office. 1
feel it is not necessary for me to lo more
than simply mention his nawme to secure
his unanimous election to this office, yet I
may be pardened if T add oneor two words
in support of the nominatior which I have
just made. T might vefer both to public
and private considerations in support of
this nomination. Let me refer especially
to the fact that Dr Cnok has laboured in
the service of the Church for forty years in
the chief city of the Provinco of Quebee—
(applauge}—and during the whole of that
aetvice has occupied a distinguished posi-
tion among the preachers of the Gospel not
oniy in his own denomination but among
all religious bodies in this Province. (Ap-
plause.} If it1s a Senptural rule that o
deacon diecharging lus daties well shall
purchase for hmself & good degree, much
more may we d-aw the conclusion that one |
who for such s long term of years has
shown himself 0 be & workman who need
not be ashamed, may bo considered worthy
to fill the honourable office to wlieh I pro-
pose to elect him. (Applause.) I may also
refer to the services which Dr. Cook has
rendered in connection with the negotia-
tions for union. He has Inboured zealous-
ly, earnestly, and persoverivgly in this
good work, and if we hal not evjoyed his
assistance and the weight and influence of
s name, I question very much whether
this union would have been so soon and so
happily consummated as it is this day.
{Applause.) T do not refer alone to the
services he has rendered to the cause of
union in this country, but I refer also to
the immense benefit which Dr. Cook has
rendered 1n the fatherland, on the floor of
the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland. T beg to propose that the Rev.
Joln Cook, of St. Andrew's Church, Que-
beo, be the first Moderator of this Genoral
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada. (Loud applause.)

Rev. Dr. Bayne, of Piotou, N.. S., late of
the Presbyterinn Church of the Lower
Provinces, seconded the nomination. He
expressed his confidence that the clection
of Dr. Cook would be unanimous.

The motion was then carried, the whole
Assembly rising to its feet, and applauding

After the Doxology hud been sung,
Rev. Dr. Cook, atlired in his ministeral

| the cauce i whieh they are engaged should

warnmly. ]

Teast werthy : triumph over what luuders
wen from acting together whom £Very con-
stdeantion of the Master thev serve and of

bind tovether as bretlwen loving and be-
foved. (Loud applause.)  For, of 1 under-
stand tie formabities of this day—if I rightly
interpret the wmeamng ot those deeds to
whaeh the Moderators of the respective
Synods have sot thew seals—itb is, that ths
day we resolve to lny sside the hard thoughts
we may have cutertained of one another-—
(applausei—and to drop the remermbrance
of the hard speeches wluch liave been ut-
tered on either ade, nud that, God help-
g ws, no mmagimation of them shall by
allowed tu provohe stnfs and bitterness,
but rather .hat all stmve after good works:
Is not this the case, brethren? Have I
aiglitly intetpreted the menung of tlus duy s
formalities 2 Then hath God given us the
spintt of love. Mo will give us also the spuit
of puwer and of & sound mnd, poswer to con-
tend with prevailing evils, wisdona to chovse
the best cuds and the best means of pttaimng
them, and then, though i tlus unipn oo
objecv of worldly interest or wmbition can
be gaued by any of us, the gain in the end
will be grent notwithstanding. {Applanse.)
There 1 an approval of conzcience ; there 18
n conifurt uflove ; there 18 the strength of
anited action ; there 1s godly fellowship to
go forth with, and counnunity of feeling in
the Chuistian work ; there is the hope that
fellowsinp shall grow and 1ncrease. May
this Canadian Church, of whick wo now lay
the foundations, be an honoured nare
among those who contend for Chri-t and
His cause.  Abave all we have, as we trust,
| the approbation of Heaven mm the step we
have taken, and wuat glury can be concerved
to trauscrnd tihus? I may, perhaps, take
thi: opportruuty of saying now what I have
smd eisewhero. that far larger union 1s, I
trast, 1 store for the Churches of Christ
even 1 Canada, than that wingh we effect
thus day. (Applause.) That 1s'but o small
step to the umien wineh Our Lord's intex-
cessury prayer seems to contemplate, which
the necessities of the Church in its present
conflict with practical and speculative nfi-
delity sevin to requre, winch must be
reachied ere tise Chudteh attain to knowledge
of the stature of the fulness of Christ

When there was so complete an identity of
sentiment and practice, 1t should not have
required su much negotiation and so many
prelivunaries tv bring people together. But
now that it 15 accomplished, 1t behoves us
in this mattor of union as in regard to all
Christian duty, to be looking and pressing
forwaad to greater attamments tapplause ; |
sud it mught, I humbly think, help to such }
attainments, as far as we are concerned, iof

we could be induced to regard our Chureh l
organization and the Church orgamzation |

gown, took his seat in the Moderators
chair, beiug greeted with loud cheers. He

addressed the Aesembly as follows :—
| Brethren, ministers and elders of the Pros.-
byterian Charch in Canada,—I thank you
very wmuch for the honour you have done

eensille that T can but inadequately dis.
charge the duties which it impuses, bay I
seo around me, from the various bodies of
which the United Church is now composod,
many whose sound
i atory temper have justly obtaiocd for them

a large influence among their brethren, and
!'T rount with confidence on their advics and

assistance should any difficulty arise in the
; courso of onr deliberativns. In taking tlus
: chair in which vour kindness has placed
, me, T cannot help recalling the circum.

stances in which twice before I was cailed

to fill o similar situation. The first oeca-

sion was in 1838, and in this city. The

Synod had bewm Dbut latoly cor stituted ;

wost of its reembers were in the flusk and
! glow of early manhaod, new to the country
!'in which théy had como to live, new to the
, bosition in the church, ready for any kind
| of work, ready, too, for strife and debato,
‘ though, to say the truth, these generally
meant ag little as the strife of boys, who
{ without one unkind feeling wrestle with
} one another only to ecvarcise their powers
!'and try their strength  Those were happy |
I days, too soon to vore toan end. In a forr
years a senson of tronble came, calling for
! more serious deliberation and more strong
decision. It hisppened to the moblo old
: Chureh from which we are all deseended
!'to b rent in two hostile parties, and to
mapy it seemed that sound principle re-
quired » similar decision here. OF tlceo
was the then Moderator, Mark G. Stark, n
man wiom I respected then, and whose
memory I revero still, for his scliolarly at-
tainmente, hig gentlo spirit, and his nnas.
suming v «dom ; and as he left the chair
to join the brethren who seceded, T was
called to it to receive their protest and bid
them an affectionato farowell, Of those
who took a Jond on thal memorable seca.
sion, on cither side, mnet lave pawsed
away—Rain, Rentol, Gale, Esson, on the
- ono side ; MeGill, Machar, Urquhart, Black,
Mathieson, on the other—lot ug hope and
trust, to ontor on tho hetter life in which
they who took different sides ip the sbrifes
and divieions of earth found thomselves
united in the higher work which is pro-
vided for the redeemed and renewed in
Heaven. It was a.cagson of darkness and
‘@eprenston the 5 of Jonbt augd unteriainty
a8 to tho futura of tha Church, beth hore

{

judgwent and concili-

of uthiers with somewhat different views and
shjects than thuse to wlieh we have been |
scctistobied. T regatd o our uwa orgamza. \
tivu, it s of courso very reasunable that we |
-lLould prefer it to others, and 1t 18 more

than reasonable—it is necessary—that wct

mo in placing me én this chair. I am very | rhwuld discern 1 1t~ leading features a con- |
j foruty to the requrements of Senpture. |

(Applause).  We cuuld each of us beo elo- |
quent on the excellences of our common

presbytenanism as Dr. Storr rc-cmmted:
them mt the last General Assembly of the |
Cliurch of Seotland,—1ts love of freedom, 1ts |
pure doctrine, its protest agamnst medieval

superstitions, and its sitaple and ruveremlx
worship.  But 1s it not necewary that we
should hold it absolutely perfect.” The per-
feetion which attaches to the geeat Head
attaches ot either to the umted Church
nor any of s orgamsstions.—* Not as
though I Lad attained cither were already
perfect”-—such was the feclmg of Paul, even
when he had become such an one as * Paul
the aged, aud us 1t s the feeling of every
Lelieser, so should 3t be the teeting of every
Charel 1s 1egaid to itoudf. No Church 15
entitled at une and the samo timo to dis-
claim wfullibabty theoretically and clamm
practieally.  We justly revere the rucn of
Glasgun w1688, and of Westmnster m
1249 Yt they were not ispucd prephets
more thao we , and no larger wuon wall be
accomphished if we hold m regard of thern,
of other Churches m rezard of ther found-
erd, that cvery part and parcel of what they
ertabli-lid 15 as httde to be toached or
altered as the words of the Evangehsts and
Apostles, or a6 af they had all been wntten
down in somae New Testament Book of
L‘n v, Taloug tlas somew bat humbler
view of ur o Chureh urgamzation than
we. more than others geuerlly, are gceus-
tomed to take of therr Chaneh orgamzations,
we ’hall To propared to look with other ol.
Jeets to such other orgamzations than
perhape o Lase bewn aceustumed  ta,
There has heen o stron, tondeney Cvery-
where ta m'{wm) and protest seoninst the
errore and the deficiencies of other hodics,
Th ra wonld, I apprehend, bo preater
profit & Lulu., £ and wiarking the
good there is 1a them, tApplaasear 1
am deliberately of apmion that there 15 1ot
ona Chnvtian orgamzation from the Chureh
of Rome down to the last-formed gathenng
of the Plym-wuth Brethren from whenco
some grood lesson might not be learned, and
wlich coull bo ndded. for its advantage, to
our common Pre«byterian It is to the

“sintetion in rogard 10 others m-the Protos-

r of unity ; and to express the hope that this

may leavo behind it soods of blessing fof
all time to comne. (Loud applanso.)

PSS
Lawt Churchws of the Luawion thug Il
for w0 i i the future befora el u;:
wrerent -bloced pad ml"'{u(iu\m though 5
Sustly  secannt Q- Shaell {ppear \{»,];&:u

tapplaie. May Gay

A R 2 L A

aud lasiomficanl,
busteu st S tiwo.

Privepnl Cavan reud the foltowing ¢y,
prauy wheh lad beon weewasod | ,_.,T“
Lol Awsenably rend conrabdations a

N > y O nd

pray God's blessmig on the umoen,”

The waes-ne was siyned Ly Dy Wil.ey, W
in the nuaee of the Inch Goeners) Avsurghle B

Bev, Pr. Topp movel, scoonded by l‘n‘v'
D, Jorkus, the appointiaeut of the §yqe
Cleyl- of the WP vcnt anitiv, bodey oy .
teria Clerks of the Ganoral Assemably,

The motion nas adopted uammously,

An intoriw eommittes, eunpored c\x: tha
ex-Moderstoss, the Clerks, and Couneyery
uf the Phau A}u&l cuiuvsitteen, way appointe
to prepure a programe of busing.s for fa.
morrow's diet, which will be kg in
Crnhine Church, cotumencing at 17 o clock,

After siging a bymn, the proceedip, ;
closed by the Moderator prononnom,y iy M
benedretion, °

In the ovoning a soocial enterbainng, pg
was given by the Preabyteriung of My
trenl tu uil the members of the United Ay
sembly, lay and el sial, in the Victons
Hall, an impsense budding eapable of hola.
mg six or seven thousand people. A sreat
many of tho eitizons of Montreal, ladies ayq
pontlemen, were present, numbermq inall
abont 5,000, still there was ample room at
ono ride for the tables, which were rjchi
spread with refreshments in greal vatety,

Principal Dawson, of MeGill University,
teok tho chair, and the meoting was openad
by the Rev. Dr. Burns, of Halifax, reading
the 100th I'salm, wlack was sung with great
effect by the vast audience; the chejy »
which had Leen formed from the variom;
Presbyterian cheirs in the city, leading,
Prayer having been offered up by the Rep,
Dr. Jenkins, of Montreal,

The Chairmen said it fell to hin iy
ovoning to say to this great histories]
gathering, on behalf of the Presbyteriangof |
Montreal, the ono word * woleomne "y, B3
come, not only a individnals, but in they B
representative capacity. This wag the
grentest of all the gatherings, at loast of an
ecclesinstical character, that Canadg heg |
evor seen  (Applause.) Those who wers
here were here not merely as indiviguals
however estimable they might be in the §
capacity, but they woro here as re resents.
tive _en—representatives of all {he many
thousand Presbyteriang that were scattered
over the broad land from the Atlantic to
tho Pacifie, and representatives of the de-
siroc on the part of all those Preshy-
terians for that love and unity which B
constituted the care and the centrs
of the canso and kingdom of {he Lord
Jesus Christ. Not ns Prasbyteriang mere.
ly, thereforo, but as representatives of the
greatest and highest of all causes, did he
welcome them to the city of Montreal ¢n
thia great occasion, which would be g of
the historio foatares of this city in wli fime
whatever it may grow to be, = In welcom:
ing yon hore, e gaid, w. wish algo {o ey.
pross our sympathy with that great eanse
which you repregent here—~the great cause
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union will bo something that will goon in-
creasing till oven this great  measuro
shall appear to those who come aftorng &
very littlo thing. Woe heard read fo ug thiy
morning that the dew that descends tipon
the mouc tains of Zion descends ur on those

who live together in unity so that we have B
aught to expect, that a8 the same dow do. KN
ecends from Nova Scotis and British [
Columbia and the groat plains betweon, so J8
will ho the coming down of the Spirit of [N
God upon the Prebytorian Chusch. (ap- B
plause.)  But our Church was aven wa B

than that. Have we not missionarjes in
distant lands and converls thore who Join
heart and seul with us now in this grest
Toion T ghould say also that wo haves
those who  are
here; T say hero on behalf of Preshyterians
of Montreal, that in regard to these who
arein that position we respect their nde-
pendent julgmeut, becauso wo kaow that
the indepen lent judzment of a nnnority,
however small, ought not tobe over-riddee
by a majority however grent, or however
cer'ain it is right. Wa respect, also, their
¢ nacientivus scruples. Wa respect them be-
cuuse esuselenco waght to b placed beforo
evpod-ency._ We respsot them, slso, be-
eauzo of their loyalty to the old churches
of the motheriand, o logalty in which we
ara netiuferion fo them. e think wo are
following . ut that loyalty in a wiser way,
because we arp establishing a ohurch that
will be a greater help to the churchos of
the mother land—a church twhich mey
grow to be greater in tha time to comé
than even the charches of the mother Iand}
and which may be able to lend them a help:
ing hand should they ever need it; and we
bold that in this we are doing what the
raother wonld wish her children to do 10
Yive togeth r in penco and anity ; avd ws
19po cur frieuds, not represented at this
m ehng., will, before another yoar goes by,
J in their forees to the great” forces here
to day. (Applause.) We, here in Mon- B
treal, have & vory special interost in this [
union, becanso we stand facw to face 7ith
the great and ever aggrossive power of
Rome, and wo want your help to occupy
the position we hold, After all, we a0
only the type of that position which the
Church of Chriat holds in the world, 0Oof
Church ehould be an ngqressive Olurel
to suffer and to do for Clirist in tho world;
aud we tinst that it will have strength
guen her to cunqnor this Canads of ours
tor Christ against the grant power of anti
chuistinn error that s arraysd against her
Now, my friends, I have said thero fow
woids smply by way of welcome to you:
Weleome to onr ¢ity and to our hearls an
homea, and wo dv earnostly pray that the
blessings that have attonded this m“‘"’%
hitherto may attend & still, nnd that i

The choir then sang tho anthem, *Be
hold, Huw good a.d joyful, &o.”

Eloquont and sppropriato addressos werd
thon dehavered by g)r. Taylor, of Monsreals
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: ; Priucipal 8nodgrass, of Kingston, an .
prevalenco of gueh reasonnble humility in e hi .
respeet 4o thomeolves nud charitable eyom Rev. Jola McColl, of Hamilton,

whole was closed.by the cheir singing the
untbem, # Bofcre au gwisl throno.”




