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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

A little moro life has been displayed
in our Parliament during the past week,
and there h1s been greater appearanece
of the business of the session being ae-
tually set about. The Finance Minister
made his yearly statement, which gave
& very encouvazing view of the condition
of the country, and showed a handsome
sarplus on the transactions of the year.
No changes of the tariff was proposed.
It was hinted that in the event of the
duties on tea and coffee being abolished,
as they have since been in the States, it
wonld be necessary to make some change
with reference to these articles, so ns to
prevent smuggling. No definite state-
ment, howover, as to what is to be actu-
ally proposed has s yet been made, and
grocers are accordingly in  difficulty
about theix proper course. The number
and extent of the public works 0 be
speedily undertaken in various parts of
the Dominion give promisc of a time of
great prosperity and the expenditure of
8 large amount of money. Railways in
all parts of the country, the enlargement
of the caunals, the improvement of har-
bours, the deepening of the St. Law-
rence, the more thorough opening up
of the North-West, besides the luge
amount of building everywhere going
forward, will absorb a very great amount
of labor, and give a grent stimulus to the

aud articles Intendod for the noxt fasuo !

I'he most important news from the

who is said to be all sufe and about to

I'return to England with v, Stamley,
the Commirsioner of the New York
Should this intelligence turn
. out to be nuthentie, the whole civilized
world will unfeignedly rejoice.

The three Provincial Synods of Hamil-
ton, London, and Montrenl, in connec-
with the Canada Presbyterian
Churciy, have had meetings during the
present week, but no business of any
importance was transacted.

The question of Union with the
« Kirk " and the Church of tho Lower
Provinees is still being discussed in the
sessions and congregations of the C. P.
Church, and generally, though not
always, the result is favourable.

The « Kirk™ Syvnod meets in King-
ston on the fifth of June; the Canada
Presbyterian Church in Hamilton about
the same time. It is peculintly de-
sirable that there should be n full at-
tendance of Elders at both meetings.

t

The General Assembly of the Presby-
terinn Church of the United States meets
this year in Detroit, in the course of
next week. o have no doubt that a
large number of Canadinns will avail
themselves of the opportunity of attend-
ing this mnceting of the Supreme Court
of the lnrgest Presbyterian body in the
world.

The question of Union among the
varions branches of the Methodist body
in Cannrda is being discussed with a
good deal of interest, but we doubt if
with any present practical result.

In Ireland it is to be noted that the
first popular eclection of a Bishop has
taken place in the lately enfranchised
Protestant Episcopal Chureh of that
country, and with great satisfaction to
all concerned.

NOTES TO CORRESPONDETS.

Already in the comrse of our short
connection with the Britisu Amenrican
Presuyrrriax, we have been under great
obligations to our correspondents, "They
have supplied valuable contributions ;
cheered us with words of kind encour-
argement; thrownout very useful hints;
; and pointed ont ina very friendly spirit
i some of the wore evident defects of our
publieation.

We thank them al) heartily for their
woon word, kind words and friendly
wishes, and hope to hear from them

! form, it will havo a wide cireulation,

J. D.—Thanks for your facts, which
| we shall be happy to use when oceasion
offors,

We avoe very much obliged to vur
"osteemod friend * Unserver ™ for his

zealons defence of us against what he
, regards as the hard words of Lirrsros.
, We think ho rather misupprehends the
I dvift of the communication to which he
| refers, whicli struek us 2s ncknowledg-
ing that there was o good deal of foreo

other «ide of the Atlautic during the ' jn what * Justitia * had advanced, We !
be in the Jiunds of thoe Editor not Iater * week has been about Dr. Livingstone,

quite ngreswith * Observer” that, con-
sidering all the circumstances, the
wonder is not that we suspended publi-
cation for two weeks, but that wo did
not suspend it mnach longer; not that
misprints in some onr munkers have
been so many but that they have been
s0 few.

“A ravner’ writes us to say that o
son of his, n Ind of fourteen or fifteen,
when reading the Pusssyenriax lnst weck,
put in the rvemark ¢ Why don't writers
in Presbyterinn newspapers and minis-
ters in Presbyterian churches explain
to us young peoplo all about Preshy-
terianism, as the Roman Catholies and
Baptists and Congregationalists do to
their young folk ? I don't haven single
iden why I am # Presbyterian and I
don’t like it. OQur minister never tells
anything about it, and how can he ex-
pect us to understand and defend what
he never explams?” We hope the
experience of this young lad is not
S0 very common 08 ‘*A  FATHER"
fears ; though we rather suspect that
Presbyterians i their zeal for preaching
the Gospel may not be in some cases
so careful as they ought in explaining
and defending tho scriptural character
and special excellencies of the Preshy-
terian form of church government.
Presbyterians have certainly no cause for
being ashamed of their systein of church
order, which, it is really no more than
truth to say, is found to be so suitable
for settling difticulties and securing sub-
stantial justice, that our friends of other
denominations find themselves glad, in
perplexing cases, to have recourse to it
in all ity substantial features, though
with the drawback of its being, in such
instances, temporary in its application
and more or less imperfect in its ar-
rangements.  We hope the hint of ¢« A
Father,” will lead Presbyterians to give
a little more attention to ‘this matter;
and we intend to do onr part hy supply-
ing our readers, both young and old,
with materials for answering the ques-
tion,—* Why am I a Presbyterinn ?

Perhnps some of our correspondents
will kindly resolve the difticulties of a
« Novice." e says that he has been
undev the impression that ¢ ruling
elders” are so integral a part of every
Presbytery that there is no such conrt
where there ave no such « elders.” If
& minister, then, is ordained by the lny-
ing on of the hands of the * Presby-
tery,” does that not, he asks, imply that
as such n court is constituted simp:, for

- often, and from many others who have
i not yet favored us with any commmuni

whole business of the Provinces. The: cation, We shall not promise to pub-
risk of overdoing things is, in such ¢ir- | g every thing we receive. That might
cumstances, considerable.  Speculation j <me cuses not be fair to our renders
is apt to be pushed to au extreme, and 451 kingd to some of onr correspondents
the reaction which almost certainly fol- | fhamaclves.  We shell, however, do our
lows such excitement is corvespondingly " pest to let all who wish to speak to the
grent and disastrous. pubiic, have an opportunity of express-
The meusure for ratifying the Wash- ing tlwir views, and when, sometimes,
ington Treaty has been at last intro- . letters may never appenr, or come he-
duced by Sir John A. Mucdonauld, in u fore the public somewhat cwtailed in
long and very plausible speech, which | their dimensions, and ns the writers
occupied between fowr and five hours in | may imagine, ' shorn considerably of
delivery.  The debate on the measure | their benuty and eloquence, let not our
is still goingon. It would be somewhat friends take the pet and write no more.
hazardous to conjecture what may be | These letters may have seried n very
the character of the division on this sub- ' good purpose and snpplied very useful
jecc.  Both sides auticipate that it will | hints, though in some respects not suit-
be comparatively close.  The nocessity ed for publicntion at the time they were
of Canade giving any decision on the | sent, and in the form in which they
point al issue is even yet somewhat, were cast. Let our kind friends study
doubiful, as there is still the likelihood Wrevity; use ouly one side of the DARper;
of the Cabinet of the United States ad- | cultivate a distinet, legible handwriting ;
hering to the claim for consequential

0 punctuate fairly and stop whenever they
damages, and thns bringing the whole are done, and we shall be always glad
negutiation to an end.

to hear from them.

The nomination by the Cincinuati  Our excellent correspondent from El-
Comvention of Horace Greeley for mirn, Ill, will hnve noticed that he has
President was not anticipated, but. heen anticipated by our beginning a
in reparded by many as qnite as | course of Sabbath School lessons before

|
I

ruling, ot for teuching, and as there is
no Presbytery possible without these
ruling clders, that suchordination neces-
sarily involves the active eo-operntion of
overy member present, and not merely
of the clerieal members ?  If not, then
he argues, it is not the Presbytery that
ordains, but a mere committee, made up
of certain of its members,

“ANovice” is also in perplexity about
the ordination of elders.  Is the laying
on of hands necessary in that proceed-
ing? If so, who are entitled to lny on
hands?  Surely, he says, not the minis-
ter alone, for then he would iiecome
something of a bishop. If the lnyingon |
of hands is not necessary for the ordina- |
tion of un elder, why is it necessary for |
the ordination of u minister ?  Qur cor-
respondent's difficulty seems to have |
originated from his seeing » number of
elders ordained simply by a few words
of praycr, and the minister thereafter
shaking hands with them—and lie wants |
to know if that is all right. Perhaps '
some of our readers will enlighten him.

People talk of originality. What do
they mean ? As soon as we aro born
the surrounding world begins to opernte ;
upon us, and ¥0 on to the end; and:

r ad, what oan we truly call our own.

but energy, power, and will? Could I

to meot in Brooklyn in the month of
May, will be constrained to face some
questions which will require skilful
guidauco in tho leaders of that body.

1, The beneh of Bishops must receive
six or eight additions, Death and dis-
onse have reduced the nwmber of offec-
tive workers among the Bishops to threo
or four, and the ranks of the Superin-
tendents must be recruited. But inthe
foreshadowings of this important eloe-
tion, the ineovitable Afriean mahes his
appearance. A black Bishop—one at
least, if not more—is the demand made
by some of the radieal leaders in the
Methodist body. Nothing less than this,
1 their estimation, will demonstrate the
oquality of races in the Church, orshow
that the spivit of slavery is absolutely
dead inthe land, We think the majority
of the Chuvel do not fauvour this, and
that unless some mun shall appear who
towers above his rice so conspicuously
as to attract the attention of the white
race, or who shall win the place by his
eloquence or lemning, the day of o
Bishop of the African presiding in
Methodist Conferences, and assigning
the itinerants to their fields, hasnot yet
come,

2. The advanced woman of the Metho-
dist connection propose & movement in
force upon the next General Conference,
their purpose being to open the door to
the pulpit that they may go in thereat.
A Conference of women who desire
entrance into the ministry has just beon
heldin St. Louis, as the papers inform
us, and a memorial addressed to the
General Conference has been adopted.
Whother thoy wish tho privilege of being
enrolled among the bretliren intravelling
connection, or whether they are to bo
simply local preachers or wandering
evangelists, we do not know, but wo
have no doubt that they will fully make
known their minds to the Conference
when assembled. Beyond this, how-.
ever, emerges another question, which
in a few years may demund an answer,
to wit :—Why may not a woman, being
an ekler, and travelling a cirenit with
due regularity, be eligible also to the
Bishapric, and sit with authovity on the
platform of the Conferences, general and
loenl 2 'We see not low, if she isde-
clared competent for ono grade of the
ministry, she can be excluded from any.

These questions which are now pre-
senting themselves for solution to our
brethren of the Methodist Church, are
not questions which other churches can
afford to disregard. Thoy will inevit.
ably push themselves into other com.
munion, and the other ecclesinstical
courts. The questionas to the African,

[

to the olorgy. He said:—A time of
transition is genexally a time of delusiop,
Those who haye grown up under g
system which is passing away, do not
readily incline to belief that it is pag.
ing away, and shut their eyes to the
evideuce of accumulated wid aceutnulag.
ing experience. It is thus that mey
cling to the beliof that the ol relativug
of Church to State here in England urg
not passing away, notwithstanding thmg
thoy are passing away is not n matter of
opinion, but of fact. All L will say here
is that theie is one thing worse thay
disestablishmentand disendowment, ang
that is establishient and endowment
which shall be of no partivular formand
farth.  Thero is n great many of us in.
side the Churel as well as out of it whe
are labouring to keep the Church estal.
lishod and endowed on this condition
only- —on the condition, that is to wy,
that it bo no longer Cntholic, but n com-
pound of *all denominations,” and
therefore creedless and unsacramental,
so that it may become *‘national,” not
in tho true sense of the word, but in
| the sense of including all religions
; id no religion. I am not speaking
thus of the Church of England as she
is herself, but as she is by Inaw eatablish-
ed. These two things are very difforent
things. The Church of England as
reformed, that i, formed again upon
the primitive model, is a part of the
Church Cntholie, and has existed in
this country from very early times of
Christianity. What is ealled the estab.
lishment is three hundrved years old,
1 it is an aecident of the Church only, not
| the essence of it. If any man care to
know when I finally ccased to think the
Egtablishiment  worth  keeping—n.d,
nore than this, when I eame to the
conclusion that it was bad for true
religion that it should be kept, and why
I came to think so—I wil) tell him.
The “when” was in 1870; the «why"
was the adoption by bishops, elergy and
people, in the name of the Church, of
the (so-called) *clementary education
act.” When I snw these things done
“faventeot ndjuvante Episcopatu, Clero,
populo,” I censed to think the Establish.
ment worth preserving, Whatever may
be the materinl advantnge s of the nine-
teenth century, I doubt its possessing
the advautages, intellectnal or moral,
which are commonly claimed for it.
Certainly, standing fast and holding the
truth at whatever cost is not & conspie-
ious feature of its history. Compromise
has Iaid hold of all politics, and is
eating its hateful way into religious
truth.

WELLS OF SALVATION.

Presbyterians  have already settled.
Numbers of coloured men are now Pres.
byters in our Churely, and ave, as we
believe, seriptural Bishops, by virtue of
their own officinl designation as pastors
of particulnr Chnrches. They have heen '
members to all our Church courts, from
Church session up to the General As-
sombly, and there is no law, if the Gen-
eral Assembly should so choose, debur-
ring any of them who are competent
from presiding as Moderator in the
highest court of the Church.
yearsago we saw o coloured man, pastor
of one of our churches, presiding over
the Presbytery of PLiladelphin, and
doing this, without affording any cause

able men, ministers and elders, who sa$
before him.

terinn Church will ever invoke the Gen-
eral Assembly ‘o open the way for them
into the ministry, is, of course, possible,

Twenty |

of wonderment or regret to the vener-:

Whether the women of the Preshy-

Even inour own favoured countyy,
where streams of water ave so abundant

- we know what aprize it is tohnvea good,

unfailing well of cold water at our very
door. What must it have been then to
the (rientals, who lived in sparsely
watered lLinds, where, perhaps, in a
range of fifty miles there wounld ve but
one available well? Mo them it would
have been a foreible figure to speak of
- the * wells of sulvation, ' and of ¢ dran-
ing water from them with joy.”

Such a well is the Bible. A deep un-
failing well, with waters for refreshing
and cleansing. It is a deep well, and
we must labour to draw the water. But
| the toil sweetens the joy of tasting, and
the reward is ample. We are always
well paid for searchiug the Scriptures.
- Careless rending will o us little good,

s Mothier,” snid n young convert, joy
heaming in her face, * O, mother, why
did you not tell me what a book the
Bible is 2 Tt is wondlerful. Inever knew

|

but we believe extremely improbable, ' any thing about it before.”  She hud
Opposed to such a movement are all | been acenstomed to rend it from child-
the traditions of the past, the usage of | hood, but now it seemed liko a new book
the Church, which is its common law, | to her.  She had been lubouring to draw
the unequivoeal deliverances of the | water from this well of salvation.
General Assembly, und in the judgment | It iv an exhaustless well, as thou-
of avast majority of her ministers and  sands have proved. Professor Wood
people, the declaration of the word of ; said that upon enteving on his duties
God. Over these barriers no woman | he fenred that going over thesame Scrip-
can pass into the Presbyterianministry, . tures so often, his interest in them would
without n contest such nas will breed | abate. DBut after fifty yeavs of close
painful divisions in the Church. Nor ; study it was his expexrience that with
do the women of our churches, we are ecach clags his interest incrensed.
thankful tosay, desire such atranslation * Thereisno source of earthly joy so
from the sphere which it is their honowr ' great as drawing water from this well of
and happiness to oceupy. Their field  snlvation, It is said that no physical
of service to Chirist is well defined, and  suffering is so great as thateof perishing
constantly becoming wider and morein- with thirst, and no enjoyment of sense
teresting.  In the Work of the Church '#0 great as that of dvinking when so
purticularly in the Foreign and Home distressed. So it is with the fuinting
Mission Work, they are making their perishing soul, which really longs for
power and influence felt most effective- God's help.  Hexe he finds somet.lmlg
ly, and manifesting an aptitude and for all his needs.  Can wo imagine &
earnestness in carrying forward their , person in such a condition that there
plang which is full of promise to the - would be no verse of Scripture adap*ed
Church. The estublishment and yaan- * to his case ?

agement ofhomes, hospitals,andorphan- ©  The Bible, of all others, is the inva-
aged, gives opportunity to others, and ld'sbook. Lverythingin hiscase makes
the tnet and zeal and hearty sympathy it peculintly suited to his wants. 3 n

. which they show in such labonrs of love though Iaid aside from 1any other

make it surprising that the Church has sources of improvement, his soul n-

suffered 50 great a power for good to - grow fat on auch heavenly mamha, *

slumber so long, We do not %wlieve have reason to biess God,” said Dr
that women, who see so clearly tho, Wayland, i a time of illncss, « for set-
positions in which they can serve Christ ; tiug mo aside, on & side bench at school
and Lis Church, and who are nsiag the , a'one to read his word, and call upou his
‘ I have read the Bihle move than

i n ) ! receiving hi . opportunities they have so well, will | name.

will ;:, b'.:"“mm '::d .ig af: i :::l ?:ngi;":o: Lt!w 4tk of Apf‘-l’ %0 point out all I owe to my grest forsrun- ire to be public expounders of the ; ever I did in the same time, aud at every
; ' v > b0 i our power to.avail | ners and Y, truly ‘h'“"WW‘dGﬁMMMkin&omﬂi new reading I have found more to love

#ukles foros of the Demosratio party, | ourselves of his kind offer, for whish we ' weald remain but Yittle over.—Gethe, | of the Chiureh.— Prvebyterien, and admirs."—S. 8. Times,




