
CANADIAN CONTRACT RECORD. February tu, 1898

MUNICIPAL
LDEPATMN

TO MUNICIPAL OFFICERS.
The CONTItACT RECORD is desirouIs Of

publishing, as fiar as possible, advance
information regarding projecteti works af
censtruction in ail parts ai Canada, such
as seiverage and %vaterworks systems,
railways, street pavements, public and
private buildings, etc. Municipal oficcrb
would confer a favor upon tii publisher
by placing nt oui disposai particulars of
such undertakings whicli are likely tu be
carried out in tlîeir vicinity, giving the
name of the prorrater, character of tht
work, and probable cost. Any infnrma-
tion thus furnishied will be greatly ap-
preciated.

IMPROVED ROADS.
Il will interest those who aie wvarking

for the imiprovernent ai country ronds in
Can-td;î-, to learn that a niemiber ni the
New Y'ork. State Senate, Mi\r. Guy, lias
intraduceti a gaad rondis bill, wvhich, if
carried, will virtually carr out a recom-
miendation made by David B. HllI, when
Governor. This meisure aîms taprovide
for the construi.tion of an improveti high-
wvayacrosseach cnuntyof theState,tooll>w
tht fine of the principal market highway
in the county, and tu be butlt atl Sjate
expense under the direction of the State
Engineer andi Surveyor. Governor ll
fàvored the construction of two hîghways
in each county, running in opposite direc-
tions, but one is better than non.e. These
improved higlîways are ta be af mîacadam,
eighteen teet in tvîdtlî andI made o! goati
material, that the) may serve as abject
lessons in ro;îdbuilding, andi leati the
people &i the communities traverseti by
thein ta improve future cross-roads for
theniseives. The selection af highways
by the supervisars muost be approveti by
tht State Engineer and Surveý or. lie is
ta let uice,.a.,tracts ta the iowest bitideus
andi supervise the work.

A yeariy apprapriation ai $5c.o,ooo until
the wuik is finiblicd is proposeti by the
bill. The maximum price fixeti is $3.000
a mile for the new roads. The counties
wvill only bc calieci upan ta pay for the
survcys andi for building andticîpairing
any large bridges that miay be necessary.
The lîighways are ta be maintaineti by
the counitics. No attempt is matie ta tax
the owners ai aîutting propetîy. Senator
Guy assumes tlîat the armers or New
Yark, State cannot bc expecteti ta pay
taxes for tue building af imiproveti roands,
which are quite as great an advantage ta
the chies and market tnwns where the
farmers sel[ titeir produce as ta the farmers
themselves. The senatar criticizes tht
wheelmien wha have ai late taken the leati
in the gooti rondis movemrent, andi wha
have accomiplished nothing because they
have insisted on compelling the farmers

ta bear tan great a share in the expense
o! roadbuilding. Hence the farmers have
defeateti the cyciists' bis. It may weil
bc argued, says the Bufflo Courier, in
comnîenting on tht proposai, thaI tht
wisies af tht bicyclists are secandary ta
the needs o! tht people who use the roads
ta take their praducts ta nmarket. But,
iiit the exiSîing ngrîCUItuTal deptession,
tarmers cannaI buiid tliese rond!, for them-
selvtes. It is as proper for the State ta
expenti a iew millions tu build gaoul ronds
for the tarmers as il is ta spenti many
millions mn improving tht canais for tht
benefit ofthe cîties.

LEGAL
Tht definition of what constitutes a

reasonabie state ofircpair of roadways, as
embadied i n tht decision just rendered by
Chief justice Armour and Jutige Street, in
tht case of Foley v. Taownship ai East
Flambarough, tvill be reati with interest
by municipal representatives andi officiais.
The decisian states that the word 'Irepair,"
as useti in tht municipality act, bas been
heid ta be a relative term. If the par-
ticular roand is kzepi in such a reasanabie
state ai repair that tîxose requiring ta use
it rnay, under ardinary care, pass ta and
fra upon il in safety, tht requitrment ai
the law is saîisfled. A road need not be
kept in such a state ai repaîr as ta guard
against injury caused by runaway horsts,
i.e., horsts wvhost riders or drivers have
entirely losI contraI ai them, either in
spitt af ordinary cite or by reasan af the
tvant ai it. But for Sherwood v. Hanmil-
ton, 37 V. C4 R., 410, It shoulti bt htid
that in ibis case tht running awvay ai tht
horsts anti their ceasing ta bc under con-
trai was the proximate cause of tht injury.
In this case, assuming the facts ta be that
tht driver, in spite af ordinary care on bis
part, last contraI ai lits horsts, andi that,
tiîey running away, tht injury wvas caused
by their rtinning tht vehicle against the
stump in tht highway, , - plaintifls can-
nat recaver, because, nt,. - thstandiing the
stunip, the road wvas in a reasonabie state
of repair for ordinary travel.

The annual repaît of tht Superintendent
ai Waterworks, New Westminster, B. C.,
says: "Tht extension of the metersystem
has had a gaad effect in reducing cansiti-
era bly the careless waste of water in many
places. In saniecases whert meterswtere
piaced last suitimer, the consuimptian bas
been reduceti by about two-thiids, and mn
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santie cases even mort; showing tht care-
lessness wtvih which tht water uvas being
handleti. Tht total quantîty of water
nietereti for ail purposes during tht year
%vas 4,222,159 cubic feet. Tht quantiti'
metrtd nt manufacturera rates WvaS 2,-
5 1 ,960 cubic feet, tue net revenue from
tht same being $1,004-78. Tht same
quanîity .charged ai schtdule ratts .would
net $279-Ç showing a loss tai tht Water
Deparîrnent ai $1,704-57.

Nàr. L. 0. Davîid, City Clerk ai Mont-
real, has been offered, and bas declined,the
position af Lieutenant-Governor ai tht
N otîhwet Territories, rendereti .acant
by tht witlîdrawai ai ex-Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor Mfackintash. Tht affer tvas most
flattering tu Mr. Davidi, who, il. is welt
known, is a lite-iong friend af tht Premier,
.andi for 30 years rendered yeoman service
ta tht Liberal party.

Roid roliers for winter use are emi-
pioyed in narthern New Englanti ta com-
pact tht snow so as ta make tht highways
passable. Wotking drawings for such an
apparatus for ordinary roatis, conîribuieti
ta tht IlL. A. W. Bulletin " by Mr. 1. W.
Votey, ai Burlington, Vt., show that il
consists ai a pair ai woodtn drums each
5 feet long and 5 feet 9 inches in oitside
diameter, niaunteti on a tvooden frame like
that ai a horst rouler. Tht heads ai the
drums are matie ai two-inch plank, and
the rolling surfaces of 2>4-inch beveleti
staves about 3.5 inchts w-de, which are
spiketi ta tht heatis and then encircled by
bandis ai iran over tht headsout the spikes.
Tht trame lias an iran scraper 3 inches
wide ai tht back, ta keep snow off the
drums. Tht he-its are provitied with
casî-iron boxes through which a 2X4-inch
iran roti is run for a shait. Mr. Votey
gîves tht iollotving hints for using this
appliance : IlTo relieve tht horsts ai tht
weight ai tht irame on hiiiy roatis, the
sent should be weil bacl. or-a counter-
wvtight added in tht rear; or a stili better
arrangement is ta add a rear plattorm
supporteti by a trailing sheti, and then
hinge tht pale or tangue ai the front.
Four or six îiorsts are needecl ta handle
this rouler, depending upon tht grade af
tht rondi and the depth of snaw. It is im-
portant that tht tise of stich a roller com-
mence with tht first storm af tht season
andi be continueti as aiten as necessary
throu&,h tht winter. In tht case af vtry
heavy storms, tht rouler shouli .be sent
aver tht roatis at intervals during tht
storm."

- MIilton West, Onit.
At Kinde of Municipal Wark

CURBIRC, CROSSINO, CHANNELLINO, FLACCIND, ETC.
Rr-ugh licavy Urnme.siont for Brezkwater Cetb;tng. Etc.

Credit Valley Grey D.menslon, any site, St!!., Steps, Courslng, Bridge Blocks, Engins Bell.
- Estimates Given for Ail Kinds of Cut tVoik -

JiELLIO2USE, DILLON «& CO., 3o St. Fr,sxwn*s., .10n trea 1
Soie Agents for the Compagnie Generale des Asiphalteil de lerance (Rockt Asprait).
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