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TRUTH,

——

impmm Depariment,

“RATIONAL TEMPERAKOB."

Considerable intereat has been drawn to
the fact that it is nroposed to establish a
new *‘ Rational Temperance Soclety” in To-
ronto, based on t! . idea that interiperance
can be moat effectually removed by pledging
abatizence from distilled liquors only, and
sanctioning the use of wine, beer and other
malt liquors. The object wi'l beatso to ea-
courage the enactment of a law prohibiting
the sle of distilled liquors, allowing the
others to be vended under legal sanction
a3 they now are,

Everybody would rejoice if the greit o
cial scourge of intemperance could be re.
moved or lesscned by this new organization,
of which Prof. Goldwin Smith is the most
distinguished advocate, Tempersnce socie*
ties, of wintever name, are but the expres-
alon of & burniag deaire to rid soclety of the
ggantio evils of strong drinle,

The principal obje. tion raised agsint ‘o
new organization is that it ia based ape ca
old theory which has been tried and failed
many times, viz., that aiccholic liguors are
productive of intemperance only when taken
in the form of diitilled spirite. This ides
was completely exploded by the Duke of
Woellington's Beer Bill of 1832, which re-
sulted in such an increase of drunkenhess in
England that Lord Brougham made prompt
and earneat efforts to get it repealed,

Apart from this, however, the new mive-
ment seems to lack that appreciation of the
evils it proposes to remove, and that moral
enthusisam 30 essential to successful reform.
‘When the leader of a crusade stands and
calmly looks on through the big end of a
telescope there can be little hope that he
will ever conduct his followers into the
actual field of battle, Mr. Goldwin Smith
says that there * has been exaggeration on
the subject. Drunkenness is not the source
of all crime.” What would have been
thought of a society for the abolition of
slavery, whose chief apokesman takes for
his text, “Slavery is not the source of all
crime.” Any one who aspires toleadin a
moral crusade need not exaggeraisthe evils,
but if he commenoes by minimizing them he
may at once retire.

Mr Gladstone, who speaks only as an ob-
server, not as_a temperance reformer, says
that ** the evils of intemperance are greater
than the combined evils of war, pestilence,
and famine,” and our Toronto police court
does 1ot say much for Mr. Smith's idea that
we ate reforming 8o fust under a whisky
and beer rule that we need not make so
much haate to ho sober, last Monday 60
cases of drunkenness wers dealt with in the
Toronto police court, and every day the
magistrates hive to deal with such cases.

Still no harm can bedone by reviving in-
tereat in the question raised by the Rational
Liberal Temperanco Union, Trath will
out.

A challesge bas been publishad by Mr.
‘W. Burgess, of Toronto, a representative
total abetainer, to the leading spirits of the
new movement which, it accepted, would
tend to bring about a lively discussion onall
the points of difference regarding the best
mothods of temperance work. The follow-
ing are the propositions contalned in the
chillenge :—

3. That total abstinence from all intoxicating be.
verages{s not a 1mere expedient to be advised and en-
ocoursged for partionlar cases, but a mtaunl. logical

e 1 joable and adspted 10

14

the whole human fazlly,

2. That total abetinence is In harmony with the
highest degree of phvsical health, while the use ot
beer and otder alcoholic beversges is among the
::‘o:'t‘g.wnwve of practices ag human 1lfo and

3. Thatthe manufacture of intoxicatiog liquors,
{ncludiog beer and modern wines, {s not **a groas In-
dustry,” but adestroyer of wealth and produce, avd
Y {stent with natiooal progrees avd prosperity,
4. That the llquordealers and mannlacturess have
noclalm upon the public purse for compenstion.

It would certainly bo a matter of great
interest to have these questions fairly dis.
cussed, and muoh more muxm bring ous
the facts than a mere one-si platiorm,

THRLIQUOR TTATFIO AND QOMPEN-
SATION,

RY W, BURUESS, TOROXTO,

1 do pot advocate that **no proposal is
either just, proper or admisaible unleas sup-
ported by precedent.” Any number of pre-
cedents do not juatify the enactment of a
wrong, and avy particular right is no less
a right because it has mever becn recognized
before.,

In my previous article in Trurn I simpiy
replied to thowe who claim compensation to
the liquor factors on the ground of prece.
dent that there ia no such thing in history.
The liquor trafic, whether viewed from the
standpoint of its effects upon zociety, or its
relation to the State, has no parallel,

The liquor dealers clalm & precedent in
the Biitiah vote to alave cwners, axd thus
invite a comparison between thcir business
and the infamous traific {n human life and
blood. Even Mr. Hool, whose article re-
cently appeared in these columns, after ob-
jecting to the theory of establishing a pro.
posal by precedent, returns to the illustra-
tion. I claim that & British vote of twenty
millions was a compromi.> between two
causes of aciion, Either the Government
maust forcibly take possession of the slaves
who had. been regarded as property and
traded assuch, or they must pay for them
°~ srder to set them free. Parliament was
divided on the question, but the Govern-
mentdecided tobuy. Mr. Hood claims that
this act of setting free men hitberto regard-
ed as property, ‘‘at the same time extin
guiabed the 1ight of property.owners in
that kind of property for all time to come,”
Bat if he will think: a little he will see that
British judgment and law did not rest upon
the money paid. Had the Governmentaim-
ply paid for the existing slaves and left the
matter there, human greed and villainy
would have re-enslaved the purchased ne-
grees. Law, to bo effective, must reat upon
a firmer basis than a mere respite or com.
promise with evil-doers, The law declares
that there is no such thing as ¢‘a right”
tohold human beingsas property, and those
of the slave-owners who were not aatisfied
to give up all claim to alaves as property on
the bare payment for existing stock, had to
yield—not, however, because of the twenty
million vote, bat because Parliament had
declared the holding of slaves to be illegal.
The righteousness of this judgment was not

based upon the concession made to slave-
owners. 1t was right to enact that men
and women are not property. It would
have been wrong not to enact it, even if
levery slave-owner had beer ruined %y the

aw.

1f the liquor traffic is a right no amount
of compensation can justify its prohibition ;
if it is wrong the question of compensation
ought not to be considered as a condition of
its prohibition,

&mpemsﬁon for rights disturbed, for
wrongs inflicted, for contracts brokenm, b
any new law is already an accepted princi-
plcb (ﬁ{ British lulv. if, in order to effoct b:
public god a citizen’s pro must
taken, the owner must be pdgenff, in order
to prohibitition the State ¢ uires the
closing of the distillery, or the brew-
ery, or to anual existing lisence con-

tracts, it will be nececasary to pay
for the groperty and oompensate tho
loense holders.

Mr Hood isatrangely at sea when ho
says that ** Governments in isuing licenscs,
instead of granting a right actoally take
that right away.” In granting a license to
sell liquor there iano question of *‘rights”
involved. Government wneither gives nor
takes away, for no auch thing as the right to
scll liquor hias exiated formany generations,
What does your correspondent mean by rob-
bing “‘the aeller of a liberty ho posscaned,”
etc. Noone possesses tho liberty to sell
liqguor. Yhose who do sell it do a0 by priri-
lege or permit, under a rigid contract bind-
ing them as to time, place, hours of sale,

sad other comditions,  All that the F3-it

Act doea Is to stop the fsaus of these oon.
tracts, ad aa they are ocontracta in which
limitation of time is an_esscntial principle,
If any wroog has been done it fsin sellicg
annual permits to certain men, and prohib.
!tln{ other people from selling. But when
the Iaw saya—you hotel-keepers, etc,, must
in future be placed on a level with the rest
of the public, wherever is the injustice ?

Mr. Hood falls into the );Ir'.otloe of quot-
{ng precedents again when he talks of a tax
u;i:aﬁentlemen'» carriages in England, The
m| e ia & common one. The carrlsge tax
1s no licenne to b\_ermit a man to ride. Aay-
body who can afford It may run & carriage
in England, but he pays & tax upon it just
a4 wo pay s dog tax. Theee arenot licenses
to permit men to keep ». carriage or a dog,
but & tax upon the carrisge or dog. whic
may be ownad and kept by right and not by
permisaion,

It in useless, however, to to keep out
of aight the great reason why the prohibition
of the liquor traflic is in demand. There
are evils which muat be removed, whatever
the cost to individuals or the nation, and
without involving the questions of prece-
dent and compensation.

If publio safety demands it, & man’s pro.

perty may be justly destroyed. If, by the |

destruction of a house, we can provent the
ravages of fire over a town or city, univer-
sl judgment cries it right to do it, 1f car-
riage driving, or keeping dogs were a
great source of social ruin and public dan-
ger, public opinfon would demand their
prohibition. "If dogs were so inherently
vicious that they were a pest and o conatant
danger to lifo, their restraints during dog-
days would not satisfy the people, but the
Government would put & fine upon the
head of every dog, and exterminate them as
they did the wol-es.

The number of the slain by drink in Canada
every year is variously estimated at from
5,000 to 7,000. Mr Gladstone savs of it
that its evils are ‘‘greater than the com-
bined evils of war, pestilence and famine,”

Canadian citizens are beginning to rea.ize
that these evils are no occasional accident
of the liquor traffic, but a certain natural
consequence of its existence, as proved by
history and experidnce. While we are push.
ing this traflic to itsa doom interested men
cry—Hold 1! Lot the country first pay us
for the machinery with which we bave sown
broadcast the sceds of a worse evil
‘*was pestilence or famine ;” and there are
politicians azd others who actualy echo
this cry. Out upon such trifling! "\While
bomes are destroyed and citizensare slain in
thousands, men stand carelessly discussing
the award to bes given to those who have fa.
cilitated their ruin and Erown rich upon the
Eroceedl. As well might Parliament have

eld back the mounted police and volun-
teers, to discues the question of compensa-
ting or rewarding Riel and his followera.

The fault is not that the coun has
given its ultiniatom too soon to the liquor
men, but too fong have they been permitted
o hold sway, and experience proves that it
is not notico they want, but toleration or
permission to continue their nefarious work
of ruinand social wreck. Twentyyearsago
tne Dupkin Act was pasacd, and the liguor
man refused to accept it asa notice to quit.
Eight years ;io the Scott Act was passed,
and they fought it with every %guible quib
ble and technical objection. he patience
of the peoplo Is woaring out, and the tre-
mendous maj-ities for the Scott Act are in-
dications that tho. “wunity is growing ut-
Slrly ﬁ:.euy of tunnurising with this king of
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Exonisut Corrre Housrs.—It is atated
that there are now in England 202 incorpo-
rated Coffco House Companies, running 545
coffee houscs, Besides thess 562 more aro
beiog conducted by privatoindividuals, Alj,
or nearly all, of these are roported to ba
financially succeasful. There does not ap-

’pcar to bo anything like tho samo neccasity
or coffee houses in Cana:s, as in nearl
every city and large town there is an abund-
ance of respectablo cating restaurants con-
ducted on temperanco principles. So far
our Canadiav coffec houses have done but
littlc more than supply cheap food.

G00D TEMPLARS.

Mozx ProGRESS.—During the last two
weeks two new Good Templar lodges have

been instituted in the western part of the

city of Toronto, and another has atley
been projected in another part of tho clty,
The result indicates real earneat workey
the part of some of the weil known membey
of the Order liere.

On Thursday evening, 2nd inst., Quen
City Lodge was lmtltugwd by Bro, W.J,
Beckett, assisted by a number of the men.
bers from the ditferent city lodges. Ty
loading officors are: Bro. M. Wroe, W, C
T.; Edith Mathews, W, V; E S. Cuttle,
W. 8.; W, J. Beckett, L. D.  There are £
mcmibeu. . 'f}ho nkew lo}c}g:}mﬁeu Thursdyy
ovenings at Crocker's Ha 0. 700 Quees
St. Weat. ! ¢

On Friday evening, 10th inet., Railm
Signal Lod%e was {natituted in the pnloro’l
the Y. M, C. A. roomu at the weat end, by
Bro. Daniel Roso, assisted by nearly a score
of the lesdin%nTomnto Templars, nearly
every lodge being represented. Thirty cha.
ter members are reported. The meeti
will be held on Wednesday eveningn at 0Jd
Fellows®’ Hall, Dundas St Bro. W. R W\
son, L. D, 4 Adelaide St. W.; G, W, Wi,
ley, W. C. T., 098 Queen St. W,  Visitey
v;gl be heartily welcomed at both theso ney

ges.

ANSWERS T0 COBRESPGSDENTS,
C. C. R., St. Mary's.—Thanks. Wean
well supplied with music of every descrip
tion,
Er1zaBerit WOOLAVER, .on, Hay
Co., N.S.—Send aix cents in stamps fu
brooch.

8. R., Hamilton.—Card received. Yo
will boin no way affected by the matter ul.
luded to.

C. A. Logan, Chicago —You can best get
the information you desite at any reaped.
able book-bindery.

E. R, Ottawa.—A person, already s
prize winzer, is entitled to compete agsinat
apy time, and as all prizes are impartialy
a;srded. his cha.ces are as good as any ces
else,

¢ HoRrszef10g,"—A mascotte is a fetich,s
luck bringer. A mascotte may be asonc
s sixpence, a wife or a button ~in fact, asy-
thing which a person has associated withs
lucky turn in his aflairs,

8 B., Windsor.—The British navy o
sists of 246 vesscls, of which aixty-ons an
armor-plated and twevnty-three are frigas
and corvettes, The Russian nay consicy
0f 373 vemsels, of which 111 are armor-plated,

T. C., Colborne.—The same person my
send in anawers more than oace and try e
the middle and consolation awards, as wel
as for the first., Numbers have done this,
I you only want one copy of TruTH han
the extra one ordered to some friend.

¢ Moses,"—the letters O. K- have becomt
the abbreviation for “‘all correct.” T
adoption of tho lettsrs is said to have bea
the result of a high official of the goven
ment spelling the words all correct “oll
korrect.” It is probably purely fancifal

MenrcuaxT, Caledonia.—Yes : if a drue.
mer pereists in remaining in yourstoreafis
ion have told him to leave, you may pitd

im o 1t neck and crop, if you are able. I,
bowever, you are not very muscular, cithe
select a poorly dave]:ﬁed drammer for your
first cxperiment or call your porter to ani

you.

W, T. Lusvy, Brampton.—Thanks ix
your correction ir re the doubling of th
cent 2nd 0 on, for 31 days, but if you hud
rez? TRUTH carefully you wonld have wa
that wo cor ccted the amount in tho pen
number but one following that in whick b
calculation was given. However, wo st
once more that if a cent is donbled andtbe
the two centa doubled again, and s0 onfos
month, the result will be 810,737,415%
We havo got twenty-four cents ourself sl
in time hope to have the rest.

Warter T. Mastiy, Donedin.—Yoxt
poem was not conaidered to bo entitfed
the prize, and that's why it did not 1cceln
it Though, as you ray, it may have e
highly recommended by miuvisters of tht
gocpe!, wo do not consider the clerp;, 848

ody, infallible judges ofgno? . ooy, Tht
rcason you have not roceived your *‘paliry
butter-knife" (thanks) is probably becaas
you have not sent a couple of paltry tbre
cent stamps to pay postago on it. We
WIry you aro no’ going to send auy <t
poetry, a3 we have only 1983 picces onbad

at present, sent in for competition,
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