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TRANSLATIONS FROM FOREIGN
JOURNALS.

y - M.D.

OPERATIoN PER R ECTruM FOR RECTO-VAGINAL
FIsTULA.-A description of this mode of operating
in certain cases of recto-vaginal fistula is given in a
late number of the Archi'. fur. K/in. Chirariie.
Dilatation of the rectum is accomplished by the
introduction of a vell-oiled single-lladed speculum
applied to the posterior part of the bowel, the
sides and anterior parts being put uipon the stretch
byhooks and a tenaculum or two, or an additional
tiat speculum. When necessary the sphincter nay
be divided in the median raphe posteriorly ; this
facilitates access to the cavity. The edges of the
fistula are now pared transversely, and silk sutures
introduced by Simon's needle holder, or Langen-
beck's needles used for staphylorraphy. In the
after treatnient, Simon administers strong cathar-
tics cvery second day, instead of the conmmon

pactice of giving opium to produce constipation,
as e finds the latter dangerous to successful
union. He removes the sutures through the
Yagina,-.the slight ulceration around the threads
having enlarged the canals sufficiently to admit of
the knots being withdravn. Cases of recto-vaginal
fistula whichl had been unsuccessfully operated upon
through the vagina, were cured by the above nien-
tioned operation. Five cases are reported, in all
of which this mode of procedure was successful.
Some of then were complicated with vesico-vaginal
utula.

CuTING FOR SToNE THREE CENTURIES A;o.
In the Deutschel led. WJ'oc/ensc/rzft the following
ccount of cutting for stone (probably hepatic), is
Yen, copied fron the diary of Ludwig XI.
ln the nonth of January, 1474, a numnuber of

hysicians and surgeons appeared before the king,
epresenting that several persons of importance to
e state vere suffering from stone colic, and
onizing pain in the side, and that in order that
eyshould be properly treated, it would be neces-

to discover the origin of this complaint.
y asked permission to open the body (during

") of an archer, vho had been convicted of theft
. sentenced to the gallows, lie having recently
fered fron several such attacks. Ludwig granted
etrrequest, and the operation ivas publicly per

formed in the churchyard of St. Severin. After
they had opened the abdomen, and exaniined
sufficiently, the intestines-so says the diary-were
returned, the abdominal walls were carefully united,
and in [4 days the man had perfectly recovered.
le was then pardoned and sent away with a sum

of money."

THERAPEUTIC USES OF AMYL NIrRITE.-In the
Mfed. Wochenscznft, St. Petersburglh, No. 12,

1877, Dr. Maximowitsch gives the results of sote
experiments in the use of nitrite of amyl. Out of
sixteen cases of migraine in which it was adminis-
tered, it afforded relief in twelve. It was given
by inhalation in doses of from 5 to 20 drops,

placed on cotton wadding. In some cases the

patients felt better after the first inhalation. In
one case it was repeated eight times in an hour;
in another case it produced unpleasant effects and
had to be discontinued, and in two cases no effects
whatever were produced. In two cases of facial
neuralgia, not malarial, rapid improvement followed
its administration. In an anemic patient com-
plaining of giddiness of the head, it afforded in-
stant and complete relief in a short time ; iron vas
also administered. le also found it of service in
vertigo arising from dyspepsia, and also in fainting

spells from wlhatever cause. Attacks of hysteria
and hystero-epilepsy were cut short by its use,
where chloroform had failed to do good. Paroxy-
isms of hysteria of an hour's duration were almost
immediately relieved by five drops of amyl. It
will cut short an attack of epilepsy, and where the
aura-is present, it will prevent the attack if used
in tine. In connection with bromide of potassium
and atropine, it lias prevented attacks for months
at a time lIe also used it with satisfactory results
in five cases of poisoning by carbonic oxide. Tlie

patients were speedily restored to consciousness by
its use.

TREAIENT Or RANULA.-Prof. Michel of
Nancy (Gazette Hebdomadaire), in a late contribu-
tion gives a short clinical history of six cases of
ranula, and the surgical treatment, by excision of
the cvst. He discusses the nature and situation
of the growth, and states that the cyst in its de-
velopment in the majority of cases lias no connec-
tion with any of the salivary ducts. le does not
deny that in some cases ranula may be due to
dilatation of th! duct ; but fron observations made

THE CANADA LANCET. 31

th mly re.

el Claik,
and Sut.

te his ex.

ini uterinet

te in what

; that his
ction had
ad never

able than
an invari.

coimplete

his doses

generally
repeatinog

of my 0l1
,t his dose

at in tbee
tive whifn%

le that, in
ld be es.

ýy be better
Sis not it5

a miomien

t d

znt of th'i
of uterin

nced of it

o well th

iterine co
adeqÙa

ncalled [


