
ORIGINAL <JONTRIBUTIONS.

yet, lias met witli the myxoedexnatous artiet. This brings us to the,
quiestion of the paraUlelism. between endioermne equilibrium ud diathesis,
whieh Sajous lias endeavored to establisli. I shail refer to, this later, but
at this moment I merely point out that a correlation- ie invariably
perceptible between physical reaetion to stimuldi and psyehieal reaction
to stimuli. If, therefore, thyroid insufficlently inereases physical inertia,.
it ie natural that it shoiild, at the' same time, înerease mental inertia.,
Irritabîlity of body,* restieseness, rapidity of expression, 'swiftiiess of
tliought-all these must be linked up in sonie way, and it ise to the
hormone balance in general and the tliyroid equilibrium in particular,
that we look for a unifying factor. «

In dealing with the tliyroid, however, the oniy unit of the endocrine
group of whieh we have anything like a working knowledge--how many
of us have realised that the entire literature of the subjeet wMl need toý
be rewritten in the course of the next generationt Consider the recent
diseoveries made coneerning the parathyroids, including the suggestive
researches of Dr. David Forsyth. We know from these that certain
physiological effects of the thyroid itself are antagonised by those of the
parathyroids, just as certain of its functions are antagonleed by those of
the adrenals. -And yet we speak-as I have been speaking-of the,
thyroid funetioxi with no differentiation between these two principles..
Consider again sucli a theory as Horsley's of the Eetiology of epilepsy.

Wéare compelled to ask: 'Is the cause thyroid inadequacy in, relation to
parathyroid activity? Or le it parathyroid inadequaey in relation to
thyroid activityl Or 4is it either of these in further relation to the


