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There arc constantly being placed on the market new tormulas for
affectiors of the air passages.  Some of these formulas are of undoubted
benefit 1n some cases, but usually it will be found that the results are far
from satisfactory. Many of them cannot be taken when there is any gas-
tric complication, as is sometimes the case, because of cousequent nausea
and vomiting. Others seem almost invariably to act as cardiac depressants
and arc highly objectionable for that reason. With the advent of heroin,
however, these disagreeable features have, to a great extent, been avoided.
Heroin, in the vast majority of cases, can be tolerated by even the most
sensitive stomach, and, il any disturbance should occur, it can easily be
obviated by decreasing the dosage and then gradually resuming the pre-
vious amount. Heroin can be prescribed, .in cases which are complicated
by an enfeebled heart, without danger of depressing effects.  As com-
pared with codeine, its scedative action on the respiration is much more
powerful. The fatal dose of heroin is said to be one hundred times the ef-
ficacious dose, while with codeine the efficacious dose is one-tenth of the
fatal dose. In other words, heroin is ten times safer than codeine, and
can be given in much larger doses, if necessary, without danger. It ap-
pears to excct a specific action on the center of respiration without caus-
ing disturbances of any other organs or centers, and there 1s no danger of
acquiring any habit by its use.

In phthisical patients the well known lack of appetite and intolerance
of various foods render it imperative to give remedies which will not in any
way interfere with the digestive functions, while at the same time con-
trolling or alleviating the cough and other distressing conditions.

Some time ago my attention was called to a preparation composed of
a solution of heroin in glycerine, combined with expectorants, called
Glyco-Heroin (Smith). Each teaspooniful of this preparation contains
one-sixteenth grain of heroin by accurate dosage. It is of agreeable
flavor, therefore easy to administer to children, for whom the dose can be
easily reduced with any liquid, or by actual measurement. It possesses
many advantages not shown by any other preparation I have used, and
has none of their disagreeable features.

In citing some of the cases treated with this remedy I shall not go
nto a minute description of any case, but briefly state the conditions
which existed and the results obiained, which were uniformly good.

Case 1. S. B, aged 16. Caught a severe cold while traveling.
This developed into an unusually severe attack of bronchitis with mucous
rales, pain, cough and some slight fever. Prescribed Glyco-Heroin
(Smith) one teaspoonful every two hours, decreased to every three hours.
After a few doses were taken there was a decided improvement, the respi-
rations were slower and deeper, the expectoration freer and the tempera-

ture normal. In a few days the patient was practically well and able to
t




