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"lNo, olanna," muid Larry; Ilshoe-asido
is Latin for cuitting your tlxroat."1

"But hoe didn't cut bis tbiroat," 3aid the

"But mure it's ail one wvhether hie done
it wîid a razhir on is3 t1iroat or a hammer
on bis hiead; it's shoe-nside ail the sainte."

"lBut tiiere was no hiammrer fouind, ivas
there VI maid the wvidow.

"l No," maid Larry. "lBut somo people
thought lie inighit have hid the hiammier
afflber hie doue it, to take off the disgrace
of' the shoe-asidie."

"iBut wasn't theïe any life in him
-vhien lie wvas fouand il"'

IlNot a taste. Thîe croîvner's jury sot
on hitn, and hie nover maid a word agin it,
and if hoe %vas alive hoe wvonld."

IlAnd didn't they find anytliing at ail 1"
nsked Oou1ah.

"Nothing but the varclick," said Larry.
"And wvas that what killed him '!" said

Ounhl
"lNo, my dear; twsthe crack in. the

head thut killed himi, however he hem by
it; but the vardick o' the croîvner was,
that it wvas 'loue, and tat, some one did
it, and tliat, they wror biackgaards, wo
e.ver they i.or, and persons unlPno-%n
and sure if thcy ivor uinknoi*wn theri they'd
.always stay so. for whio'd knc'wt thora
affier (loin- the like 1"

"True for you, La.rry," Éaid the wvidow:
"but what was that to the niurdhier over

at the green his boyant 1"
IOh! that 'vas the terril)lst ranrdher

ever was in the place, or nigh it: that
wvas the mnurdher in earniest!"

With that eagerness wvhich always ait-
tends the relation of horrible stories,
Larry and the oid womnau raked up every
niurder and robbery that hiad occurreci
within thoir recolleetion, wvhile Oonah
Iistened -with mixed curiosity and fear.
The boilinig over of the pot at length re-
ealled them, to a sense of the business that
ought .to be attended to at the moment,
anid Larry %vas invited to tako a share of
'thle*potatops. This he declined; decIar*-
ing, as hoe had done some turne previousiy,
that ho must "l e off homo," and to the
door ho ivent accordingly ; but as the
evening shades had closed into the dark-
,ness of night, hoe paused. on .opening it
withjý n sensation ho -ivou1d not have likedl
te own. Tho faiet -%vas, that after the dis-

iiebn>of 'numerons iiightly murders, lie
wvould rather have daylight on tho:ount.

side of the cu.bin; for the hiorrid stories
that had beon revivcd round the biazing
hecarth wvere net the best preparation for
going a Ionely road on a dark iiiglit. Btt
go ho shouid, and go hoe did ; and it is not
improbable that the wido-wr, frein syrn-
pathy, hiad a notion -%vly Larry paused
upon tie threshiold; for the, moment lie
Lad crossed it, aîid tiant they hiad ex-
changoed thecir "lGood niglLt, and God
speed you," the door was rapidiy closed
and bolxed. The widow returned, te the
fireside and wvns sulent, -îvhile Qonali
looked b)y the light of a candie into the
boiliirg pot, to ascertain if the potatees
werc yet done, and enst a fearftil glance
up the -%ide chininey as she withdÎrew
f'rom, the inspection.

I wisli Larry did not tell us stich
hiorrid stories,> said she, as sho laid the
rushiiht on the table; "ll'Il be dliramin'
ail îuight o' thiem.'l

IDeed an' tliat's true," said the Nv idow;
"I 1 iish lie llz-dn't.">

"lSure yon was as bad you»rself," said
cJonai.

IlT roth, an' 1 1b>lieve 1 -%as child, and
I'rn, sorry for it newr; but let us ate our
suppier and go 4 o bed in God's naine."

4-l'in afearçd o' my life te go to bcd p"
said Oonahi. " ýV-islia! but l'ci give the
wuorid it %vas mornin'"1

"Ate yotir supper, chfld, ate your sup-
er"said lier auint, giving the example,

which was fuiloved by Oonaiî; and allier
the light meal, their prayers were said,
and perchance -%vith a littIe extra devo-
tion, from tlîeir peculiar state o* inîiîd;
thon to bcd they wvent. The rushlight
being cxtinguished, the only light remain-
ing wvas that shed frorn the red embers of
the decaying fire, whichi cast.so uncertain
a glimier within the cabin, tliat ils offect,
%vas aimost worse tlian uitter darkness to
a tixnid porson, for any ob.ject -%vithin its
range ussumedi a ferra, unlike its own, and
i)resented some fantastie image to, the
oye; and as Oonah, contrary to her iisuai,
habit, could not fail asleep the moment
she went to, bed, suie couid not resist peer-
ing forth frora under the bed-elothes
througli the uincertain. gloora, in a painful
state of watchftilness, wvhich gradlaaly
-relaxed into an uineasy sleep.

The night -çvas about haif spent when
Andy began to awalce; and as ho stretched,
his arms and rolled his uyhole body round,
hoe struoek the bottoin of the bed. above


