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“ What I knew of ancient story was gathered from Salmon’s and
Guibirie's Geographical Grammarsy and the ideas I formed of modern
manners, literature, and eriticism, I got from the Speclator. These,
with Pope’s Works, some Plays of Shakspeare, Tnll and Dickson on
Agriculiure, the Pantheon, Locke On the Muman Understunding, Stack-
house's JHistory of the Bible, Juatice's Britssh Gardener's Direclory, Bayle's
Lectures, Allan Ramsay’s Worls, Taylor's Seriptue e Doctiine of Oruzinal
Sin, A Sclect Collection of English Songs, and Hervey's Meditations, had
formed the wholo of my readiog. The Collection of Songs was wy
vade-meocum. [ vored over them driving my cart, or walking to labour
song by song, verse hy verse,~carefully noting the true, tender, and
sublime, from affectation and fustinn, 1 am convinced [ owe to this
practice much of my cnitic craft, such as it ix”

Bure’s father was a man of uncotamos, wtellicence tor his
station in life, and was anvions that his children shonld have the:
best edueation which thewr circumstances admitted of.  Robert
was, therefore, sent i his sixth year to a little school at Alloway
Mill, about a mile from their coltage: wot long aller, his father
100k a ead mn establishing 2 voung teacher, named Joha Murdoch,
in a humble temple of learning, nearer hand, wnd there Robert
and his younzer brother, Gilbert, attended for some titne, « With
him,” says Gilbert, ¢ we fearned to read English tolerably well,
and to write a little.  }He taught us, too, the English Grammar.
I was too young to profit much from his Jessons in grammar, but
Robert made some proficiency in it ; a circumnstance of consi~
derable weight in the unfolding of his genius and character, as he
<oon becams remarkable for the fluency and correctuess ol his
expression, and read the tew books that came 1 s way with
much pleasure and mmprovement ; for even then he was a reader
when he could get a boek.” Gilbert next mentions that T%he
Life of Wullace, which Robert Buras refers to, « he borrowed from
the blacksmith who shod our horses.”

The poet was about seven years pf age when (1766) lns father
left the clay bigaing at Alloway, and settfed in the small upland
farm at Mount Oliphant, about two miles distant.  He and his
vounger brother continued to attend Mi. Mardoch’s school for
two years longer, when 1t was bioken up. Murdech took his
leave of the boys, and brought, as a present and mentorial, 2
small compendium of English Gramumar, and the tragedy of Titus
Andronicus ; he began 1o 1ead the play aloud, but so shocked
was the party at some of s incidents, 1hat Robert declared if
the p'ay were left, he woukl burn it 5 and Murduch leftthe comedy
of the School for Love in its place.

The father now instructed his two souns, and other children:
there were no boys of their own agze in the neizhbourhood, and
their father was ulmost their only companmon: he conversed
with them as though they were men; he tioeht themn from
Salmon’s Geographical Granmar the siteation and history of the
different countries of the workd ; and from a book-scerety in Ayr
he procured Darham?s Physico and :Astro Theology, and Ray?s
Wisdom of Gad in the Creation, to give his sous some idea of
astronomy and patural history.  Robest read all these books with
an avidity and 1ndustry scarcely to be equalled. IFrom Stack-
house’s History of the Bible, then lately published in Kulmarnock,
Robert collected a competent knowledue of ancient lhistory
¢ for,” says his brother, ¢ no book was ~o voluminous as toslacken
his industry, or so antiquated as to damp his researches.”  About
this time a relative inquired ut a bookseller’s shop in Ayr lor a
book to teach Robert to write lelters, wher, instead ot the Com-

lete Letler Writer, he got by mistake a small collection of letters

y the most ewminent writers, with a few sensible directions for
attaining an easy epistolary style, which book proved to Burus
of the greatest consequence.

Burns was about thirteen or fourteen, when, his father regret-
ting that he and his brother wrote so ill, to remedy this defect
sent them 1o the parish school of Dalrymple, between two and
three males distant, the nearest to them. Murdoch, the hoys’
former tnaster, now scitled in Ayr, as a teacher of the English
language : he seut them Pope’s Works, and some other poetry,
the first they had an opportomty of reading, except that in the
English Collection, and m the Edinburgh Magazaine for 1772
Robert was now sent 1o Ayr,  to tevise his English srammar
with his former teachier,’’ but he was shortly obliged to return 10
assist in the harvest. e then leurned surveying at the pasish-
school of Kirkoswald. He had leamed French of Murdoch, and
could soon read and wnderstand any French author in prose. He
then attempted to learn Latin, but soon gave it up  Mrs. Pater-
son, of Ayr, now lent the boys the Spectator, Pope’s Translation
of Homer, and several other books that were of use 10 them.

Thus, aithough Robert Buras was the child of poverty and toil,
there were fortunate circumstances in his position: his parents

were excellent persons; his father exeried himself as his in-
structor, and, coftazer as he was, contrived to have something
like the benefits of private tuition for his two eldest sons ;3 and
the youny poet beemne, comparatively speaking, a well-educated
man. His father had remarked, from a very easly penad, tho
bright inteblect of hte elder-born in particular, say g 0 s wife,
« Whoever may hive to see it something extraordmary will comeo
from that boy (¥

11 was not until hi< twenty-third year that Bumns®s reading was
anlarged by the addition of Thomson, Shenstone, Sterne, and
Alackenzie.  Other standand works soon followed. The great
advantage of his learning was, that what books he had, he read
and stadied thoroughly—his attention was not distracted by a
multitude of volumes, and his mind grew up with original and
robust vigour 3 and 1u the veriest shades of obscurity, he toiled,
when a meie vouth. 1o evppoit his virtuous parents and their
househowt : yet all this time he grasped at every opportunity of
acquiring knowledge from men aud books,

Buras, say= AMr. Carruthers, came as a potent auxiary or fel-
low-worker with Cowper, in bringing poctry into the channels of
truth and natere, Tl - were only two years between the Task,
and the Cotter’s Saturday Night. No poetry was ever more
instantauneousty or universally popular among a people than that
of Burns in Scotland. “There was a_humown of Smolleint. the
pathos and tenderness of Sterne or Richardson, the real hife of
Fielding, and the description of Thomson—all united in the deli-
neations of Scottish mauners and scenery by the Ayrshire plough-
man. Jlis masterpiece 1s Tam o’Shanter: it was so consnlered
by him=elf, and the judgment has been confinned by Campbell,
Wilsou, Montgomery, and by almost every critic.

CXLIL

RICHIARD PORSCN, ¢ THE MOATOLK BOY,”? AT HAPPESBURGH, FTOYN,
AND CAMBRIDGE.

Richard Porson was born in 1739, at East Ruston, near North
Wal<ham, Notfolk: he was the ecldest son of 1he parish-cletk of
the place, who was a worsted-weaver, and is deseribed as clever
in his way. Porson’s mother was the daughter of a shoemaker :
she was shvewd and lively. and had conswderable literary taste,
being famitiac with Shakspeare and other Slandard Enghsh authors,
from her access toa libiasy i a gemleman’s house where she
lived rervant.

Porson, when a boy, was put to the loom at once, aud probably
he'ped lus mothier in the corn-fields s hurvest-time.  He was
next sent to tiac neighbouring schaol of Happesburzh, the master
of which was a woud Latin scholar. When the father twok his
son to school, he said 10 the master: « I have brought my loy
Richard tg you, and just wam him to make (sic) lus own name,
and then 1 shatl take bim nto the loom.” The master, how-
ever, took great pams with the boy, making him at night repeat
the lessons he had learnt during the day, and thus, probably,
laid the fouudation of Porson’s unrivailed memory. He bhad
previously been for a short time at a school at Bacton, but was
unable to bear the rough treatinent of the boys. At Iappes-
burgh, herleurnt rapudly — especialiy arithmetic, of which he con~
tinued all Jus Jife very fond; and his penmanship was very skil-
ful. Ilis mermory was wondertul : he wounld repeat a lesson which
e had learut one or two years hefore, and had never seen in the
intenimi. He had only such books as his father’s cottage supplied
—2a volume or two of Arithmetic, Greenwood’s England. Jewells
dpology ; an odd volume of Chambers’s Cyclopadia, picked vp
from a wrecked ccaster; and eight or ten volumes of the Uni-
versal Magazine.

The remarkable aptitude of Porzon soon bezame noticed : at the
age of eleven, Mr. Hewitt, the curate of East Ruston, taok charge
ot his education, and continued io instruct him till the age of
thirteen, when his fame as a yootbful predigy, through™ Mr.
Hewitt, became known to AMr. Norris, the founder of the Noinisian
Professorship at Cambridge, who said, however: « Well, I seo
nothing pariicular in this heavy-looking boy, but I confide in vour
account of his talemts.” Poison was then sent to Cambridge,
where the Greek Professor, and thyeo totors of Trinity College,
having examined him, reported of him so favourably that Alr.
Norris had him entered on the foundation at Eton, in 1774.

Mr. Hewitt, writing to the Cambridge Professor, speaks of
having had ¢« the ordesly and goad hoy under his cara for almost
two years, chiefly on Corderius’s Coiloquies, Cwsar, Ovid, Horace,



