
FOR LOWEI

Whisat 1 kneav of alicient, story vw gxaiiereil front Sainnn' aand
Cxtitlariels Gcga~/(aiGriciar s; alad tite aduan%- 1 Çorti. or natlerai

mineras liternatre, finut criliciaî, 1 glot froua thae .xpedtatr. Tiaase,l
wvitl Poîae's lVorlks, soine )l,a; of' ,;Ijttkspùlare, Tall aaad Dickioa oaa
Agçriculture, tlae PanIhermi, Lorcko Ois the llfan, Unders1andbiu, Stack-
house's Jlistory if the Biable, Jaastice BrilaiA Gaard;itr't &clrity&
Lectuires, Allai laaaasay's fi'larks, '1'ayltr's Seriplui c Dol> tete sel ort&:eiili
.Sia, .Iî Sect collection ofJElmilhsI So s adlev~' kiatosangllat
fornied ti( vhaoto of lisa- rcndiog. 'lae CoJIceeicma af 1Sotygi waas Ialy
vsade-naocuaaî. 1 aicreai over taeai ilriviaig iiny c-art, oer %çaifaacg to labour
song by soaag, verso Iay %vcr.e,-creialy naîitig the~ trac, tender, axnd
sublime, iroms affectation aimia faietjia. 1 -liai etiiviaiea 1 owe to thas
laractico naticla of my crie rraft, saichla O il ;:z."

Buraa's laier wn-' a maisa of uianntttot, ttitellj2Cence 14r laisi
station ii )ife, unat as anu e den Iuqîliai ai cliiltîreta ahaaiiId liave Illea
best etlucnioa whlîeli imir virruinslianca's i(dmimîa'd ol*. Roberti
tvas, thacrefore, sontais i ls :axiha vear loa i lme seliool W~ Ahloway
ill, about a mailea from. tlaeir coi.ge : vol folie aller, lais faihier

tool, a fond ii esbablihiniug a yoiagii leaclier, aaaincil .Joli:î 1\liraîcil,
ini a humble tem pleof ailaiia, ae aal, naad thlere lZobert
and lais 3yotanzer brother, Gilbert, aitetaded for saine liane. cc %iilil
laina, says Glîberi, ce vre lcarîaed te ondaiEagil tolerably veil,

aidta xrito a littia). le mau!rlia us, fou, muenEtaghisia (,rammar.
1 %vas tee yotiaag te profit maicla fmain lais fessonas ia gramiaiar, but
Rlobert .'nado somo prolacicney lin il; a circtan.st;ince of coilsi-
alerablo 'vit ahie maafolding- of bis geniias anad eliaracter, as lie

atoon becaano roisnarkabie for tiae tlueaiey atat corrctaass, ol hi-4
expression, titi[ roand the ter boolcs tit canite ualait v vay- wdal?

macla pbeasare auitl mprovomoîat ; for ereai tlion lae %vas a tendeor
wlacn lie eoaald get a book." Gilbertn zex mnations that llie
L!/e of JJallace, %vlaîcla Robert Buirns refers Io, te lie borroîved flous

tlae blacksniha isa sheod otan horses."1
The poct was about seveai years pi %g%-boeis (1766) lais tailler

left the clay bigging ai Alloxvay, anal setfleti ira the smaill uplaid
fanm. ati Niloant Oliptaaa, -%botut tîvo tmiles %listaant. lie andi lai
youaager brother coxtinueotite attcend Ait. trad'sselaool for
tvo years loaîger, wlaca at %vas tnokeni up. j'alrocit took hi
heave of tlic loy's, and brotîghît, as a lirescînt aaad meniorilti, a
small compendium of Eiaglisli Grammnar, andc the fra.geiy of Titus
Aiîcroficus ; hoe begama ta seati Ille play :tloaid, leat su sluacked

'vas Ille parîy aI1 some oi lis iiaeideii. aieat 11obea t tteclareti if
tlae p'ay wvere loft, hic wvoîid barma il ; audt Mutrdawla left Ilae caaiacdy
of Ile &.iaooljar Love ia its place.

The fiftîter aaov insarueteti lais two sate, antit atîer clailtiren
lucre wverc. îîo boys of ilîcir owaa age in the aihboato.,anad
Iltecr father Nvas almost ahacir oniy coilip:aaîin : hie conversetl
,.villi ihacîn as ahaouallio wverc et iaŽ lae taju-.it thian [rom
Saliîi's 6'aograipical GAriiaar ai( s.t.ioa anid 111story of uIcl
différnrt coniria's of thew ~orld ; anad frt-ni a bool,-sccîety3 ia Ayr
lat, prociarot D'!rhianî'is I>Iyeico ai :drn IIcooy amd RaY's

idomt of 6ad in Ille Cileatioaa, Io give hais souas some alani
astronomy andl niatural hisiorv. Jl'iea lta'sbak ta
ai avidity andt iiîdustry scarcely ta bc eqtialledl. 1'ioni Sîack-

hioaso's Jlisior-y of the Mllet, alaui babcby ptibtî.sliet ia Rlmnarnotk,
Robert collecîcal a c9'ieaotat uo'ebc of alicleail isîr ;

cfor,"~ says lits broalaer. "îîoe book 'vs -e'llaanilious as ta Siackil
lus iîadastry,. or -a tatiquateal as, Io aip lits rt»s-uarehets."1 About
lIais lime a relative iiaquired at a bookseiler's shop in Ayr lor a
book to tcach Robert Io ivriie letterns wî'ler., in>tcad ot tue 'ot-
plete LetUcr JIVriter, hie got lày mi>zakaas i 'olctioa of letttr:;
by the Most canincrt wvriters, ilif a1 fcw ensible directiomais fari
ataing ai easy eplistolary style, vhîich bool, jrovoei t0 Iurisk
of Ilae greatesa con seqtacice.

Buarnis was aboltt fliren or fotateen, wvhon, lais father regret-
tiaag iliat lae nti bis brother wrocte se itt, to teanedy alais defeci
sent theni ta the parish Sceel of Dairympie, beîwecn two anda
tihree auales distanta, Ille iîa'arest t0 them. ]~Mrdochî, tlle huoys
former toaster, noir scabloal ia Ayr, as a icaciier of bhc igliîsl
language: lac seuit themn Popeo'.s Worl-Q, andl samax ollior pîlnr,
the first ahey hll ai pportunity of reatling, eçcepi h il) liflac
Eiaglish Collection, . id ans te Sdaaburgl i gazine fur 177:2.
Robenrt %vas auowv Sent Io Ayr, -el te eviss lais Ela",1sh :Zrammar
villa lais former te.tciier," bail lae wvas shaartly oblitêl ta roulira Io

assiet iua tia hanvesi. lie [flot]î learneil Surveyiig at the piarshal-
school of Kirunoswaldi. lie laad leariied Frenchi oI Murdoch, andi
coalti sooaî rend antd tamdersianal aîîy Frenach aithcar in prose. lie
theon atiempted Io Icarai Liaa, but senai gave il lip l'ars. Pater-
ron, of Ayr, nowv lent thre boys tlac Spectalor, Popc's Transltiez)
of Honner, anti sevenai othier books that ,veto of tise la them.

Thus, a,'.lihou-h 'Robert B3urns was Ille chilti of paver nit tale
thac wero forianate circaimsnaticc's ii lais pîosition : b;is pareiat
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\%cri, excellent petsons ; his falher exeried himself as lais i-
structor, and, coltager as tic wns, coaatrmve<lt b ave Soinemilmg
jikt* the bengetils of' privale tultiait for is iwo eide'i s ; snd
1 he vol] "' poot beaianc', cnnaparaiively sekna uwi'lI-ualivaaiec
.i1a1. ilis lalaur bas] remarked, from a vcry eaiy periadIlleh
briý_ylqt inîtellect oi flic' eler-borti ii parlicullar. en ilsg sa hmj le,-

là W'houver anaav lave Io sec0 i. So1net lnîag cxtraord naa wilI conte
fronta tuai boy

lva wzts 11(t lal hi- 1-h~ year tiat 1laanas'e ronding -%vas
Qiirdlay Ille addition uf Thlomsona, Shonsîtamile, Sîuorne, a'aat

~l;ekny.e.Olier !standard works soon loiowed. The grrat
od haa:~' i, Ic lariîai *vas, that 'vhtat books ho itîalrea

anad Ztl i( Icithoroîagaly-la is attenta tion %vas tiot du strairad by a
sii ltuade oi vol ta nius, lie(d h ni id greo u ip \%I t h orig inal a nd
roblist vigoul. ; anad m i lle veries i, hacs of obsýctrity, lie toiled,
wiil a nie. e oliil. le"tt hbas vistionas parents andl alair
house,ou: yet ail tbis lime [le graspeil at every cappoitunty of

acqiaiîg aaolcagefrom mets anad books,
Butrnas, Saysz .1r. Carrutlters, caime as n, potent aaaxtlaary or- fol-

lowv-workzer wviliCw'r iii brivmgig pociay iiib the chaaaaels cf
truîlli amd nalm.re. 'll - ivre 01111- inw years beîweeai the 71ash,
andIltle Cutr's Satairday jNiglat. No poelry was cer more
inanIanteousIy or uaiversaly popailar among a people 11ha11 tlaat
of Burias in Scoîland. Thore -was a haîmoui of Smiollett. Ile
pathos asid teîaderness of Stetnc, or Rlichardson,. Ille reail lift. of
Fichti i aî, and tlae tdesc i ption of Titomron-alla nited i i the (tels-

aalaaofScollisla Matin ers anad sFceaacry by tlae Ayrlire pioîagh-
ani. Iis niasIerpiece as rani ü'Slîaauîur: ia xvas sa coîisiit-red

bv iaim-clI', anîd the~ judgmnait fias betsi coaifirancd by CaanpbUl 1,
%iýIlsoaa, Montîgomecry, and by alinost overy critic.

CXLI.

RICAcmiRD PRoSC,, ce TaUt 1,011VOtx DOY," AT IIArrr'.S13unGia, r.TON,

RUihard l'or.zon w:as boni lin 17î59, at Enst Raasioa, tacar North
Walhiam, Norfolk. lie was Ille eldest stan oi aime pofh-hak
tiao place, .vise Nvas a wvorsicd-weaver, ant[i k descrabed le clever
ili lis way. Postl raoîiaer wvat the clauglamor of a, slaoemaker :
elle .vas SIIVuVtl aand liveiy. anad hall consaiderabit' lîmerary tasto,

bciagi:aniiarwîimShîakspeaae and othier sinaadar<i ELlmsh :tatars
from lier arcsý Io a, liabiay an a goeiillenlaia's laotiee wvlaur -bu
lived tservatat.

PorsOa, whea a, boy, wvas put Io tite lotira at omaut', amati probâbly
he'p'ed lsis matiaur in îlae coria-ieldat. mi li-.rvcszt-tinie. Ifle 'Xas
aaexi Cent Io tlue iaei--hIbouritir ýsclano of llaîaîacesbtir-h, Ille ffasier
of wvii Nvas a *~adL.iiii seliolar. Mihen the iiiiiier iaok lits
".Il ta ýcliool, lie s'aisi Io Ille .masier: "i I have broaaglaî my boy
Richard tu you, antI jisi vatit him Ia make (sic) lits o0wia liame.
anad theai 1 .slaal tuke hiar. auio Ille lain." The aier. liow-
evcr, took "rmat paians with Ille bay, niakiag laina at aigist repent
11le~Js;ot s l a arnt duriag tlae day, anad thos, îarobably,

laid ilie fotaaatin of Porsoaî's tnari valic±d axaiaaary. lie hall
previna.sly bceeî for a short Imila a scliuaah ai Bactoia, but n-as
atiaale tu lacar tho rougzis treatineit of Ille boy.,. At Happes-

burgla, hcole.rat rapaaly- tespecialiy- arilimetih:, of whieh lie cora-
ainucai -ail lits fil very fail; nil lais reiainansiir> was very ki
fui. Ilis nicanory vas woaidertul . lie %votild repent a le>soaa wvlmci
hae had Icarait oaie or livo years hioforc, and hll never sceai il) Ille
inierana. lie hiad oaaiy stîcla books as bais fillaer'. collaige etipplicd
-ai volume or tivi of Arialmmutie, Grcimw-oals Enagland. Jeell
ipology; ana oald volumeî of Chamnbers'.- Oyclopa'dia, piekeai up
fromn a. îvruket censier; anal ci-lit or lots volumes of tho Uni-
versai aaie

The Temarkable aptitude of lioTeoià bson bc.-amo noliceal: -il the
a--e of cleveai, Mr. H-ewitt, the cunate of Enst Rtiston, oi, charge
ofh lis education, and coaitinaaed -o itnsbruct hlm tilt Ille ago of
ahairlocia, %vison his faine as a youhfaa prociigy, ilaroaagh 0 %Mr.
1lcNviit, becaane h-nown ta Malr. Norrat, 1lie foundraof the Nos rîsinn
Professor.sp, -at Camrnbdge, whlo caille howover: ci IVeil, I Seo
iaothmîag partaculan ini tis haaylokrg boy, but 1 confide in vour
accouaûi of fils talcuais." poison -,vas thon sent Io C.tmb.-iigo,

wiac ilat Grock Professer, andl tea tubors of Ttiaaity Coilego,
having examiicail him, reported i ofhim so favourably that Mr.
Nornis hatl him entereci on mho foundatioa at Eton, in 1;f74.

Mr. I-ewitt, vvriting to the Camibridge Professor, speaks of
having had i(mle ordcrly and goott boy Ùnaier bis carat for aimost
two ycars, chiefhy an Corclcritas's Cotloqieica, Ccesar, Ovide~ lorace,


